
NATCO 42ND ANNUAL MEETING 
AUGUST 2-5, 2017 

ST. LOUIS UNION STATION HOTEL 
ST. LOUIS, MO 

WEDNESDAY, August 2, 2017 
7:00 - 9:00  Nutrition Conference 

5:30 - 7:30  Meeting Registration 

3:00 – 5:00  Board Meeting 

6:00 - 7:30 WELCOME RECEPTION IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
7:45 - 8:45 President's Reception (Invitation Only) 

THURSDAY, August 3, 2017 

7:00 – 8:00  Meeting Registration 

7:00 - 8:00  CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 

 PLENARY SESSIONS  Transplant Nutrition Conference 

8:00 – 8:15 

Welcome to St. Louis  
Danyel Gooch, RN, MSN, CCTC, NATCO President 

Diane Brockmeier, President and CEO Mid-America Transplant  

8:00-8:05  
 

Welcome 

Linda Ulerich, RD, LD 

8:15 – 9:00 
TRUST 
Kenneth P. Moritsugu, MD. 

8:05-8:50 
 

Nutrition in Pediatric Transplant: From A to Z 

Stacey S. Beer MPH, RD, LD 

9:00– 10:30 
Keynote Speaker 
Relational Coordination for High Performance 
Jody Hoffer Gittell 

8:55– 9:40 Pre-habilitation: Preparing the severely 

malnourished patient for transplant 

Patsy Obayashi MS, RD, CDE 

9:45-10:30 Persistent Inflammation Immunosuppression 
Catabolic Syndrome (PICS): Do My Patients 
Have This and What Can I Do About It? 
Jeanette Hasse PhD, RD, LD, FADA, CNSC 

10:30 – 11:00 
BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL  
(Transplant Nutrition Poster Viewing) 

11:05 – 11:45 

Awards 

 Top Abstract & Case Study Awards 

 Innovation Awards 

11:15-
12:00 

Transplant Immunology: What does a 
transplant RD need to know?  
Transplant Pharmacist - Erin Lushin, PharmD 

11:45 – 12:30 
Increased Risk Donor Organs 
Daniel Kaul, MD 
University of Michigan 

11:15-
12:00 

I’ve Had a Transplant: Why can’t I eat that? 
Sara DiCecco MS, RDN, LD 

12:30 – 12:50 
Members Meeting 
Danyel Gooch, RN, MSN, CCTC 
NATCO President 

12:50 – 1:50 LUNCH IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 

1:55 – 2:40 
Donate Life America 
Melissa Devenny 

1:50 – 2:35 What the heck is QAPI…and why do 
Transplant Dietitians need to know? 
Daniel Pieloch MS, RD 

2:40 – 3:25 

ZIKA Virus 
Daniel Kaul, MD 

University of Michigan  

2:40 – 3:25 Micronutrients & Transplantation: Little 

Things Can Mean a Lot 

Lauren Halliburton MS, RD, CNSC 

3:25 – 3:55 BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL  

4:00 – 4:45 

Global UNOS Update 

Ryan Ehrensberger, PhD 
UNOS Senior Director Research and Business Development 

3:50 – 4:45 It’s a Transplant Dietitian's World: A Panel 
Discussion 
Linda Ulerich RD,LD 
Daniel Pieloch MS, RD 
Jeanette Hasse PhD, RD, LD, FADA, CNSC 
Sara Di Cecco RD, LD 
Stacey S. Beer MPH, RD, LD 

4:45 – 5:30 
 

Liver Redistricting 
Stuart Sweet, M.D., Ph.D. 
UNOS President 

4:45 – 5:00 Closing Remarks 

6:00 – 10:00 
 

(Special Event – TICKET REQUIRED) 
Busch Stadium “Dinner on the Track” 
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FRIDAY, August 4, 2017 
7:00 – 8:00 Meeting Registration 

7:00 - 8:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 

CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS 

Procurement Hospital Engagement Abdominal Transplant Thoracic Transplant Special Interest 

8:00 – 8:45 

Vascularized Composite 
Allograft: A List We Can 
Eliminate 
Caitlin Clarke, BSN, RN, 
CPTCGift of Life Donor 
Program 
 
Determination of Death 
by Neurological Criteria 
Support Team (DDNCS-
T): Ensuring System-
Wide Timely Brain Death 
Testing 
Hans Adrian Puttgen, MD  
Adam Schiavi, MD 
Kate Marych, BSN, RN   
Clint Burns, RN 
The Living Legacy 
Foundation 

 

Hospitals Supporting 
Donor Families 
Lola Lewis  
Amy Bandy  
Gift of Hope  
Carle Hospital 
 
The Impact of Family 
Support on 
Authorization Rates; 
One Hospital's Story 
Kathleen Gerrans  
Gift of Hope Organ & 
Tissue Donor Network 

Utilization of Donation 
after Cardiac Death 
Livers for 
Transplantation and 
Strategies to Improve 
Outcomes 
Shekhar Kubal 
Indiana University 
 
Hepatocellular 
Carcinoma Downstaging 
to Meet Milan Criteria 
for Liver Transplantation 
Ann Wade 
Aurora St. Luke's Medical 
Center 

 

Highly Sensitized 
Patients Going into 
Transplant and How to 
Manage 
Gail Stendahl, DNP, 
CPNP-PC/AC, CCTC 
Children's Hospital of 
WI 

Predicting Deceased 
Donor Kidney 
Transplant Outcomes: 
A Graft Survival 
Analysis 
Eric Pahl, BSE 
Biomedical Engineering, 
PHD* Health 
Informatics (IP) 
HealthTech Solutions, 
Inc.  
 
Designing a 
Community-Based 
Organ Donation 
Education Program 
Using a Discussion 
Format for Older 
Adults. 
Kimberly Downing, 
Ph.D. 
University of Cincinnati, 
Institute for Policy 
Research 
Linda L. Jones, RN 
Lifeline of Ohio 

8:50 – 9:35 

Off-Label APRV Use in a 
Donor with Severe COPD 
to Mitigate High Airway 
Pressure, A Case Study 
Adam Bell, BS, CCEMT-P, 
CPTC 
Levered Impact, LLC 
 
Persistence in Lung 
Recruitment: 
Maximizing the Gift of 
Life 
Elizabeth S. Brown, BSN, 
RN, CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Catch Those Missed 
Referrals 
Rosemary OMeeghan 
Hoag Hospital 
Lisa Pedral, BSc 
OneLegacy 
 
OPO On-site Rounding 
Initiative Instrumental in 
Saving More Lives 
Courtney Root, BA  
Kimberly Morris, MS 
Midwest Transplant 
Network 

Donors are Sweet, But 
How Do We Know When 
They're Too Sweet? An 
Innovative Approach to 
Assessing Diabetes Risk 
in Living Donors. 
Golnaz Friedman, RD 
Michelle Sturges, RN 
University of California, 
Davis Health System 
Transplant Program 
 
Moderator: Linda Ulerich 

Bridge to Transplant 
VAD rescue in the 
misdiagnosis of 
advanced heart failure  
Peggy Higby, RN, BSN, 
CCTC 
Joey Crane, RN, BSN 

How to Get Involved 
with UNOS 
Carrie Lindower, RN, 
MBA, CCTC, CPTC 
Univ. of Wisconsin 
Hosp. & Clinics 
John Belcher, BS, 
CCEMT-P, CTBS, CPTC 
New England Organ 
Bank 
Walt Nickels, RN, BSN, 
CCRN, CPTC 
Arkansas Regional 
Organ Recovery Agency 

9:35 – 10:05 BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 

10:10 – 10:55 

Management Goals 
Used by High-
Performing Organ 
Procurement 
Organizations During 
Pediatric Organ Donor 
Management 
Matthew G. Clark, MD  
St. Louis University 
 
Creating a Hospital 

Life 2 Life; Improving 
Organ Donor Referral 
Rates 
Matthew Groveman 
Iris Berman, RN, MSN, 
CCRN 
LiveOnNY 
 
Non-Hospital Death 
Referral System Via 
ME/Coroner EMR 

Kidney Transplant 
Evaluation Clinic 
Redesign: A Lesson in 
Efficiency 
A Linette Alvis, MSN, RN, 
CCRN 
Carolyn A. Boone, RN, 
MSN 
Traci Woody, BS 
Duke Transplant Center 
 

Treatment of a Tissue-
Penetrating 
cytomegaloviruus 
(CMV) Infection with 
Ganciclovir and CMV-
Specific Intravenous 
Immunoglobulin 
Teresa Bueno,  DNP, 
MSN, FNP, CCTC, CHFN 
Memorial Regional 
Hospital 

A Single Center Study 
of Monitoring for 
Rejection During 
Pregnancy with 
Allomap and ECHO 
Sherrie Adams, RN, 
MSN 
Vanderbilt Medical 
Center 
Influence of a Neonatal 
Donation Educational 
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Based Certification 
Program for Organ 
Donation Management 
Sandra G. Egnor RN BA 
BSN CCRN 
Sarah Clemente 
Center for Organ 
Recovery and Education-
Charleston Area Medical 
Center 

Debra A Lanter 
Kathleen Hargraves, MA, 
D-ABMDI  
Mid-America Transplant 
 

Providing Better Access 
to Post Transplant Care; 
Transplant Procedure 
Unit 
Joann Brooks MSN, RN 
University of Michigan 
Health System 

 

 

 
Intervention on Donor 
Referrals 
Samir Latifi, MD 
Natalie Yeaney, MD 
Cleveland Clinic 
Children's Hospital 
Dan Lebovitz, MD 
Akron Children's 
Hospital 

11:00 – 11:45 

The Gift of using 
Professional Mingling 
Timothy J. Snyder-CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Applying Lessons 
Learned 
Rosemary OMeeghan 
Hoag Hospital 
Lisa Pedral, BSc 
OneLegacy 
 
Hospital Challenges with 
First Person 
Authorization 
Woody Marshall, BA 
Intermountain Donor 
Services 

Long-Term Impact of 
Live Liver Donation: A 
Self Report of the 
Donation Experience 
Dianne LaPointe Rudow, 
ANP-BC, DNP 
Mt. Sinai Hospital, NY, 
NY 
 
Moderator: Carrie 
Lindower 

A Case of Irpex Lacteus 
in a Lung Transplant 
Patient with CVID 
Shawn Floyd 
University of Virginia 
Health System 

 

Coordinating the 
Comorbidities: Clinical 
Pearls and Treatment 
Strategies 
Erin Lushin, PharmD 
IU Health Methodist 
Hospital 
 
Moderator: Linda 
Ulerich 

11:45 – 12:45 
BOX LUNCH IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
NEW/FIRST TIME MEMBERS LUNCH – Exhibit Hall 

12:50 – 1:35 

Collaboration and 
Education with Hospital 
Providers Helps 
Facilitate Early 
Intervention and 
Improved Outcomes 
Felicia Geraci, RN, BS BA 
Midwest Transplant 
Network 
 
Mitral Valve Rupture in 
Organ Donor 
Whitni Noyes, RN, CPTC 
Midwest Transplant 
Network 

How a Large Research 
Institution Improved 
Organ Donation 
Referrals by 
Empowering Critical 
Care Nurses  
Iheoma C. Okeke, MA 
Deborah Reindl, RN, BSN 
Gift of Hope Organ and 
Tissue Donor Network 
 
Implementation of an 
OPO Online Learning 
Center 
Julie Gheitantschi, B.A. 
Lifebanc 
 

 

Implementation of Non 
A1 to B Deceased Donor 
Program:  Single Center 
Experience 
Eleanor Simchera  
Saint Barnabas Medical 
Center 
 
Impacts of the Kidney 
Allocation System 
Changes on the Highly 
Sensitized Patient 
Tonya Walder, RN 
Tammy Parcher, RN 
University of Michigan 

Functional outcomes 
after lung transplant: 
Can intensive post-
operative training 
restore function close to 
healthy individuals? 
Christy DiPerna 
PT,DPT,CCS 
IU Health Methodist 
Hospital Dedicated Staff 
Physical Therapist 
(moving somewhere) 
 
Moderator: Kathleen 
Decker, RN, MSN 

The Hope Act, An OPO 
Experience with its 
First HIV Donor.  
Evelio Matos, EMT-P, 
CPTC 
Jessica K. Cortez, RN, 
BSN, CCRN, CPTC  
Texas Organ Sharing 
Alliance 
 
 
Hope Act Gives Hope: A 
Case Report  
Jonathan Armenti 
Mount Sinai Medical 
Center  
 
Q&A 

 

1:40 – 2:25 

The Many Hats of a 
Traveling Organ Donor 
Coordinator 
Tommy Frieson, CPTC 
Clinical Consulting 
Associates, Inc. 

Resuscitating a Good 
Relationship & Charging 
Forward: A Collaborative 
Effort between a Donor 
Hospital & OPO  
Marja Franco, MBA 
Robert Lewis, BS, 
NREMTP 

Texas Organ Sharing 
Alliance 

Vascular Access in 
Kidney Transplant 
Patients 
Lyndsay Horwedel, BSN, 
RN 
Jennifer Licaire, BSN, RN, 
CMSRN 
Rebecca Fowler, RN 
Barnes Jewish Hospital 
 
Reducing the Volume of 
Medication Refills While 
Increasing Safety and 
Efficiency 
Marie Therese Paggao 
RN BSN CNN CCTC 
Saint Barnabas Medical 
Center 

Perioperative ECMO in 
Lung Transplant 
David Wilson Roe, MD 
IU Health Methodist 
Hospital 
 
Moderator: Kathleen 
Decker, RN, MSN 
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2:25 – 2:55 BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 

3:00 – 3:45 
 

 

 

 

 

Can an Assessment and 
Screening Tool Produce 
Efficiencies in the DCD 
Donation Pathway 
Without Excluding 
Organs That Can Be 
Utilized for Transplant? 
Andrew Broderick  
NHS Blood and 
Transplant) 
 
Re-Gifting the Gift: A 
Story of One Donor and 
Two ABOs. 
Andrew Shunk, BSHS, 
CPTC, NRP  
Brianne Poynton, CRA 
Washington Regional 
Transplant Community 

All the Moving Pieces 
Kimberly Gebauer, RN 
Cindy Alexander, RN 
(BSN) 
Richard Amos, HDS-C, 
CPTC 
Tracy Cox 
Indiana Donor Network 
 
Increasing Organ Donor 
Referrals from 
Emergency 
Departments; An 
Assessment of 
Knowledge and 
Attitudes of Emergency 
Department Personnel. 
Samantha Blaz 
Lifesharing 
 
Moderator: Amy Baden 

Engaging Clinical Experts 
to Develop Advanced 
Living Donor Testing 
Protocol 
Michelle Sturges BSN, 
RN, CCTC    
UC Davis Transplant 
Center 
 

 

The Opportunities and 
Challenges of 
Ventricular Assist 
Device Use in the 
Management of 
Advanced Heart 
Disease: Making the 
Tough Decisions 
Maryl R. Johnson, MD 
University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine and 
Public Health 
 
Moderator:  Mary 
Francois, RN, MS, CCTC 

Key Issues Associated 
with Donation, 
Procurement and 
Transplantation: An 
OPO position paper 
Stefanie Dziedzic   
Gift of Hope Organ & 
Tissue Donor Network 
 

3:50 – 4:35 

Utilization of Ex-Vivo 
Perfusion Device to 
Improve Cardiac 
Function and Reduce 
Cold Ischemic Time Post-
Recovery 
Melissa Rosenthall RN, 
BSN 
Jennifer Martin RN, BSN, 
CPTC 
New England Organ Bank  

Engaging Hospital and 
OPO Partners to Best 
Serve the Community 
Rosemary OMeeghan 
Hoag Hospital 
Lisa Pedral BSc 
OneLegacy 

 

Increasing Living 
Donation; The Impact of 
The Kidney Coach 
Program 
Sara Geatrakas 
Recanati/Miller 
Transplantation Institute, 
Mount Sinai Hospital 
 
 

PGD—Donor and 
Recipient Matching 
David Wilson Roe, MD 
IU Health Methodist 
Hospital 
 
Moderator: Kathleen 
Decker, RN, MSN 

PFT Interpretation 
Haley Hoy, PhD, ACNP, 
CCTC 
Vanderbilt Lung 
Transplant/University of 
Alabama Huntsville 

4:40 – 5:25 

Ex-Vivo Liver perfusion: 
Cleveland Clinic 
Experience 
Cristiano Quintini, M.D. 
Cleveland Clinic 
 
Moderator: Matt Dewey, 
BS, MHA, CPTC 

Respiratory: The Final 
Frontier 
Seth Hall  
Indiana Donor Network 

 

Living Donor Follow-Up: 
First Steps to a National 
Registry for Long Term 
Follow-Up  
Dianne LaPointe Rudow, 
ANP-BC, DNP 
Mt. Sinai Hospital, NY, 
NY 

Photopheresis 
Jocelyn Hawthorne 
Washington University 
School of Medicine 
 

A Look into Neonatal 
Donation 
Sara Angle, RN 
Intermountain Donor 
Services 
 
Moderator: Woody 
Marshall 

SATURDAY, August 5, 2016 

7:00 - 8:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 

 
Plenary Session 

8:00 – 8:15 Incoming Presidential Address  
Mary Francois, RN, MS, CCTC 

8:15 – 8:30 Breathing for Two - A Recipient's Story 
Lori Sauerwein - Double Lung Recipient 

8:30 – 9:15 The High ROI of Staff Engagement  
Gigi Siers, MS, RN, NE-BC 
The University of Kansas Health System 

9:15 – 10:00 UNOS Innovation 
Amy L. Putnam, UNOS 

10:05 – 10:35 BREAK IN THE EXHIBIT HALL 
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CONCURRENT 
SESSIONS Procurement Hospital Engagement Transplant Plenary Family Services Special Interest 

10:40 – 11:25 UNOS DMG Registry 
Web Portal: Connecting 
Evidence into 
Improvement 
Craig Myrick, RN 

UNOS DMG Web Portal 

Integration of Donation 
Principles into the 
Contemporary Nursing 
School Program 
Kim Robuck, BS 
Donor Alliance 

If a Cardiologist Can 
Understand the Basics of 
Rejection and 
Immunosuppression, So 
Can You!   
Maryl R. Johnson, MD 
University of Wisconsin 
School of Medicine and 
Public Health 
 
Moderator: Mary 
Francois, RN, MS, CCTC 

Post Mortem Sperm 
Retrieval in Organ 
Donation Cases 
Paula Wallace, MA 
Amanda Brewer, MA, 
PLMHP  
Nebraska Organ 
Recovery System 
 
Moderator: Amy Baden 

Exploring the Unique 
Bond Between Living 
Donor and Organ 
Recipient 
Andrew Flescher, PhD 
State University of New 
York - Stony Brook 

11:30 – 12:15 The Jehovah Witness 
Donor: From Traumatic 
Injury to Successful 
Recovery While 
Respecting Religious 
Beliefs 
Sharon Shamoon, RN 
CCRN CPTC  
Stacy McKean, RN BSN 
CPTC 
Donor Network West 
 
Paying it Forward: The 
Point Is Not to Pay Back 
Kindness, But to Pass It 
On. 
Marie Magyar, RN, CPTC 
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 

Hospital Services Core 
Competencies and 
Orientation 
Glenn Matsuki 
Donor Network West 
 
Moderator: Amy Baden 

How Can You Capture 
Team Engagement? 
Integrating an Evolving 
Survey into the 
Transplant Center 
Quality Toolbox 
Julie Hendrix Anderson 
MSN, MPH, RN, CCTC 
Medical University of 
South Carolina 
 
Adverse Event Review 
and Databasing: 
Learning from Our 
Opportunities 
Joshua Eli Gossett, DNP, 
MBA, RN, FACHE 
Cincinnati Children's 
Hospital Medical Center 

Honoring a Mother's 
Wish to Donate Despite 
Law Enforcement 
Opposition 
Woody Marshall, BA 
Intermountain Donor 
Services 
 
Increasing 
Authorization through 
Early Informative 
Family Conversations 
Lola Lewis, B.S. 
Amy Bandy, RN, MSN, 
CNML 
Gift of Hope Organ & 
Tissue Donor Network & 
Carle Foundation 
Hospital 

DCD Heart Transplant: 
A New York State Study 
Joel Lindower  
Program Director 
New York 
Cardiothoracic 
Transplant Consortium 
 
Moderator: Carrie 
Lindower 

12:15 – 1:15 LUNCH ON YOUR OWN 

1:20 – 2:05 Evaluating the Organ 
Donor for Infection  
Steven D. Burdette, MD, 
FIDSA, FACP 
Professor of Medicine, 
Wright State University 
Boonshoft School of 
Medicine 
 
Moderator: Matt Dewey, 
BS, MHA, CPTC 

Kidney Transplant 
Evaluation Clinic 
Redesign: A Lesson in 
Efficiency -Site Visits 
Matter 
Robert Samuelson  
OneLegacy 
 
Moderator: Woody 
Marshall 

One Hospital’s 
Experience: How a 
Revitalized Donation 
Advisory Council 
Benefits a Transplant 
Center  
Nancy D Long RN, BA, 
CCTC 
Denise Mogg MSN, RN 
Kimberly Morris, MS 
Saint Luke's Hospital of 
Kansas City 
 

An Ethical Review: 
Offering Organ and 
Tissue Donation to 
Parents of an 
Anencephalic Neonate. 
Amber Jones 
Intermountain Donor 
Services 
 
 

Moving from Abstract 
to Publication: Tips for 
Getting Published 
Stacee M. Lerret, PhD, 
RN, CPNP 
Medical College of WI 
Haley Hoy, PhD, ACNP, 
CCTC 
Vanderbilt Lung 
Transplant/University of 
Alabama Huntsville 

2:10 – 2:55 A Truly Selfless Decision: 
Changing One's End of 
Life Plan to Save the Life 
of Another 
Christine Radolovic, MS, 
BSN, RN, CPTC  
Gift of Life Donor 
Program 
 
Organ Donation is the 
Silver Lining to the U.S. 
Heroin Epidemic  
Matt Dewey, BS, MHA, 
CPTC 

Donor Ambassador 
Training; Engaging 
Hospital Staff in the 
Donation Process. 
Keenan Heyde, CTBS  
Katherine Orozco BSW, 
MC, LPC   
Donor Alliance 
 
Moderator: Amy Baden 

The Highly Sensitized 
Kidney Transplant 
Candidate   
Bobby Nibhanupudy, MD 
Medical Director of 
Abdominal 
Transplantation  
Florida Hospital 
Transplant Institute 
 

Utilizing High Fidelity 
Simulation to Educate 
Hospital and OPO Staff 
Karen Kennedy BSN, RN, 
CPTC, CTBS, CHSE  
Clint Burns RN  
The Johns Hopkins 
Hospital and The Living 
Legacy Foundation 

Adult Heart Allocation 
System 
Ryan Davies, M.D. 
Alfred I. duPont 
Hospital for Children 
Vice Chair, Thoracic 
Organ Transplantation 
Committee 
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Life Connection of Ohio  

  PLENARY SESSIONS 

3:00 – 3:45 Ethical Considerations Surrounding Expanding of the Donor Pool 
Andrew Flescher, PhD 
State University of New York - Stony Brook 

3:45 – 4:00 Closing Remarks  
Mary Francois, RN, MS, CCTC 
NATCO President 


