
Call for Abstracts
Abstracts will be selected for either e-poster or mini-oral presentation 

at the conference. The purpose of the poster session is to provide 

educational overview of the latest advances in surgical management 

of solid tumors and the role of APPs in clinical practice. Please visit our 

website for more information. 

To submit an abstract click on the link https://bit.ly/2Eh8f6L or scan the 

QR code. Deadline for submission is February 15, 2019, 11:59 PM CST. 

Authors of selected abstracts will receive a  

notification of acceptance via email by  

March 1, 2019.  Best of Poster award will be 

announced at the end of the conference. For 

any questions or concerns, please contact:  

SOAPabstracts@mdanderson.org.

Faculty Chair

Stephen G. Swisher, MD

Program Chairs

Susan L. Knippel, RN, FNP-C
Steven H. Wei, PA-C

Friday, April 26, 2019
7:00 - 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 - 10:00 WORKSHOP A  
Diagnostic Imaging Workshop 
(Part I)
Temitope Adebayo, PA-C

Pre-Conference Workshops

WORKSHOP B WORKSHOP C

8:30 -  
9:00

Head / Neck - Essentials
Maria Gule-Monroe, MD

Essential 
Suture Skills for 
Surgical APPs
Lead instructor:  
Heather Gibson, PA-C

Beside 
Ultrasound-
Guided 
Procedures
Instructors:  
Joanne Dalusung, 
AGACNP-BC, Ivy 
Bertram, PA-C, 
Andrew Larson, 
FNP-C, Geena 
Arackal, ACNP-BC

9:00 -  
9:30

Chest - Essentials
Patricia DeGroot, MD

9:30 - 
10:00

DI Ordering Tips and Q&A
Karen Allen, DNP, NP-C

10:00 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm WORKSHOP A  
Diagnostic Imaging Workshop 
(Part II)
Temitope Adebayo, PA-C

WORKSHOP D WORKSHOP E

10:30 - 
11:00

Abdominal / Pelvic 
Imaging - Essentials
Christine Kang, MD

Essential 
Suture Skills for 
Surgical APPs
Lead Instructor:  
Heather Gibson, PA-C 

Advanced 
Suture Skills for 
Surgical APPs
Lead Instructor: 
Troy Barry, PA-C11:00 - 

11:30
Breast Imaging - 
Essentials
Huong Le-Petross, MD

11:30 - 
12:00

DI Ordering Tips and Q&A
Morgan Hatchett, FNP-BC

NOTE:  All workshop registrants may also attend the Diagnostic Imaging Workshop (Part I or II)

Program Committee Members

Temitope Adebayo, PA-C
Troy Barry, PA-C
Susan Boutte, FNP-BC
Dana Cox, PA-C
Erin Michelle Dean, PA-C
Kimberly Dotter, ANP-C
Heather Gibson, PA-C
Patricia Heitz, M.Ed., BSN, RN
Karen MacKenney, FNP-C
Brianna Mendenhall, PA-C                      
Laura Reed, PA-C
Rae Brana Reynolds, PhD, ANP-C

Innocent Rukundo, PA-C
Janie Rutledge, ANP-C
Justin Sellers, PA-C
Jenilette Velasco, PA-C
Valerie Villanueva, FNP-BC
Tara Wray, ANP-BC
Lizzie Yarotsky, PA-C
Lynn Hupp, Executive Director, APAO
Felisha Estelle
Kelley Gilpin



12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Symposium - (No CME credit provided)
TBD

1:00 - 1:10 Welcome and Announcements
Stephen Swisher, MD and Steven Wei, PA-C

1:10 - 1:40 KEYNOTE: Future Outlook of Team-Based Practice in Surgical Oncology
Charles Balch, MD

1:40 - 3:00 SESSION #1: Thoracic Surgery
Susan Knippel, FNP-C

SESSION #2: Neurosurgery
Susan Boutte, FNP-BC

1:40 - 
2:00

Lung Cancer Screening
Myrna Godoy, MD

1:40 - 
2:10

APP Management of 
the Glioma Patient 
Receiving the 
Oncolytic Virus 
Cheryl Martin, FNP-C

2:00 - 
2:40

Multidisciplinary 
Management of Lung 
Cancer
Liz Waxman, ANP-C, 
Courtney Robb,  FNP-C, 
Patricia Allison, ACNP-BC

2:10 - 
2:35

Multidisciplinary 
Management of Sacral 
Chordomas
Josephine Rejante, FNP-C

2:40 - 
3:00

Thymoma Surgical 
Management
Garrett Walsh, MD

2:35 - 
3:00

Endoscopic Endonasal 
Skull Base Surgery: 
Indications and Peri-
operative Management
Mehreen Mehmood, FNP-BC

3:00 - 3:30 Break 3:00 - 
3:30

APP Student/Trainee 
Session
Dave Johnson, PA-C

3:30 - 5:00 Session #3: Preoperative 
Considerations
Karen MacKenney, FNP-C

Session #4 - Multidisciplinary 
Management of Oropharyngeal 
Cancer
Justin Sellers, PA-C

3:30 - 
4:00

Cardiology Issues
Elizabeth Martin, ACNP-BC

3:30 - 
4:00

Innovative Techniques in the 
Management of Oropharyngeal 
Squamous Carcinoma 
Lizzie Yarotsky, PA-C

4:00 - 
4:30

Pulmonary Issues 
Carissa Boney, ANP-BC

4:00 - 
4:30

Neoadjuvant and Adjuvant 
Therapy
Frank Mott, MD

4:30 - 
5:00

Preoperative 
Considerations and 
Anesthesia Assessment
Ghouse Shaik, FNP-C

4:30 - 
5:00

Stereotactic Radiation and 
Proton Therapy
Jack Phan, MD

5:00 Adjourn

6:00 - 9:00 Welcome Reception:  Armadillo Palace
(Transportation Available)

Saturday, April 27, 2019

7:00 - 8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 - 8:05 Welcome and Announcements
Todd Pickard, PA-C

8:05 - 8:30 KEYNOTE:  APP Career Advancement - Beyond the Glass Ceiling 			
Sheri Orr, MBA, PA-C

8:30 - 10:00 am Session #5 - Gastrointestinal 
Malignancies I
Rae Reynolds, PhD, ANP-C

Session #6 - Breast Cancer
Brianna Mendenhall, PA-C

8:30 - 
9:00

Primary Liver Cancer
Ching-Wei Tzeng, MD

8:30 - 
9:00

Undiagnosed Breast Mass
Nancy Wipf, FNP-BC

9:00 - 
9:30

Localized Pancreas 
Cancer: Upfront Surgery 
vs. Neoadjuvant Treatment
Jennifer Flood-Caldwell, ANP-BC

9:00 - 
9:30

Targeted Axillary 
Dissection
Abigail Caudle, MD

9:30 - 
10:00

Neuroendocrine 
Malignancies
Tiffany Valone, MPAS, PA-C

9:30 - 
10:00

Innovations in Breast 
Reconstruction
Cynthia Koutz, MS, PA-C



10:00 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm Session #7 - Gastrointestinal 
Malignancies II
Erin Michelle Dean, PA-C

Session #8 - Perioperative 
Management
Sophia Higareda, PA-C

10:30 - 
11:00

Rectal Cancer:  
Multidisciplinary 
Management   
Kelly Lovero, PA-C

10:30 - 
11:00

Optimizing Peri-Operative 
Nutrition
Maria Petzel, RD

11:00 - 
11:30

Innovations in Gastric 
Cancer Surgery
Brenda Nettles, DNP, CRNP

11:00 - 
11:30

Surgical Prehabilitation: 
What Difference Does it 
Make?
Nathan Parker, PhD

11:30 - 
12:00

Post-HIPEC Inpatient Care
Kristen Robinson, PA-C

11:30 - 
12:00

Overview of ERAS 
Concepts
Misty B. Eller, ANP-C

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Symposium (No CME credit provided)
TBD

1:00 - 1:30 Meet the APP Expert
GI, Thoracic, Head/ Neck, Neuro, Urology, 
Breast, IM

MDA Hospital Tours
(Space limited - registration required)

1:30 - 3:00 Session #9 - Inpatient 
Management
Dana Cox, PA-C

Session #10 - APP Professional 
Development
Joyce Dains, DrPH, JD, FNP-BC

1:30 - 
2:00

Surgical Site Infections
Kathleen Smith, PA-C

1:30 - 
2:00

Research Roles and QI/ 
PI Projects: How to Get 
Started?
Kelly Brassil, PhD, ACNS-BC

2:00 - 
2:30

Interventional Radiology: 
Wires, Catheters and 
Drains
Sara Clyde, PA-C

2:00 - 
2:30

Writing and Publishing - 
How to Get Started
Lydia T. Madsen, PhD, FNAP

2:30 - 
3:00

Non-Opioid Post-Operative 
Pain Management
Timothy Newhook, MD

2:30 - 
3:00

Mini-Oral Presentations
Top three abstracts selected
Moderator: Steven Wei, PA-C

3:00 - 3:30 Break/Poster Award Presentation

3:30 - 5:00 Session #11- Supportive Care and 
APP Roles (Ethics credit)
Laura Reed, PA-C

Session #12 - Orthopedic and 
Sarcoma
Janie Rutledge, ANP-C

3:30 - 
4:00

Burnout Prevention and 
Resiliency
Abby Rogers, MPAS, PA-C

3:30 - 
4:00

Retroperitinoneal 
Liposarcomas: Case 
Studies in Surgical 
Management
Kristi Mungovan, PA-C  and  
Paula Phillips, PA-C

4:00 - 
4:30

Survivorship Issues in AYA
John Livingston, MD

4:00 - 
4:30

Innovative Surgical 
Management of Primary 
Bone Tumors of the Lumbar 
Spine and Pelvis
Justin Bird, MD

4:30 - 
5:00

Difficult Conversations:  
End-of-Life Discussions
Alma Rodriguez, MD

4:30 - 
5:00

Microsurgery 
Reconstruction of the 
Pelvis
Edward Chang, MD

5:00 Adjourn

Sunday, April 28, 2019

7:00- 8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 - 9:00 Session #13 - Melanoma
Tara Wray, ANP-BC

8:00 - 
8:30

New Thoughts on Old Problems - Current Issues in Melanoma 
Surgery
Brian Rivers, PA-C

8:30 - 
9:00

Systemic Approaches in Melanoma Surgery
Rebecca Carpenter, PA-C

9:00 - 10:00 Session #14- Urological Malignancies
Innocent Rukundo, PA-C

9:00 - 
9:30

Localized Treatment Options for Prostate Cancer
Jessica Nelson, PA-C

9:30 - 
10:00

Robotic Surgery in Bladder Cancer 
Neema Navai, MD



MD Anderson Faculty
Karen Allen, DNP, NP-C 
Patricia Allison, ACNP-BC 
Geena Arackal, ACNP-BC 
Charles Balch, MD
Troy Barry, PA-C
Ivy A. Bertram, PA-C
Justin Bird, MD
Carissa Boney, ANP-BC
Kelly Brassil, PhD, ACNS-BC 
Rebecca Carpenter, PA-C 
Abigail Caudle, MD 
Edward Chang, MD 
Sara Clyde, PA-C
Joyce Dains, DrPH, JD, FNP-BC 
Joanne Dalusung, AGACNP-BC 
Patricia DeGroot, MD
Heather Gibson, PA-C
Myrna Godoy, MD
Maria Gule-Monroe, MD 
Morgan Hatchett, FNP-BC 
Deborah Holman, WHNP-BC 
Christine Kang, MD
Andrew Larson, FNP-C
Huong Le-Petross, MD
John Livingston, MD 
Kelly Lovero, PA-C
Cheryl Martin, FNP-C    
Elizabeth Martin, ACNP-BC 
Mehreen Mehmood, FNP-BC 
Frank Mott, MD 
Kristi Mungovan, PA-C
Neema Navai, MD
Timothy Newhook, MD    
Nathan Parker, PhD
Maria Petzel, RD
Jack Phan, MD
Paula Phillips, PA-C 
Todd Pickard, PA-C
Josephine Rejante, FNP-C  
Brian Rivers, PA-C
Kristen Robinson, PA-C 
Courtney Robb, FNP-C
Alma Rodriguez, MD
Justin Sellers, PA-C
Ghouse Shaik, FNP-C    
Kathleen Smith, PA-C
Stephen Swisher, MD
Ching-Wei Tzeng, MD
Garrett Walsh, MD
Liz Waxman, ANP-C
Steven Wei, PA-C
Nancy Wipf, FNP-BC
Lizzie Yarotsky, PA-C
Behrouz Zand, MD

Guest Faculty

Misty B. Eller, ANP-C
Atrium Health
Charlotte, North Carolina

Jennifer Flood-Caldwell, ANP-BC
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York, New York

Dave Johnson, MPAS, PA-C
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, Florida

Cynthia Koutz, MS, PA-C
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, Ohio

Lydia T. Madsen PhD, FNAP
Kerrville, Texas

Jessica Nelson, MPAS, PA-C
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, Texas

Brenda Nettles, DNP, CRNP
Johns Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, Maryland

Sheri Orr, MBA, PA-C
Yale New Haven Hospital
New Haven, Connecticut

Abby Rogers, MPAS, PA-C
Spectrum Health Neurosciences 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Tiffany Valone, MPAS, PA-C
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, Florida

Please let us know what specific topics, issues or questions you wish to 

see addressed or emphasized in this activity.  Fax or e-mail CME/Conference 

Management.  All responses will be forwarded to the Program Chairs for 

consideration.

10:00 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm Session #15 - Gynecological Malignancies
Valerie Villanueva, FNP-BC

10:30 - 
11:00

Cervical Cancer
Behrouz Zand, MD

11:00 - 
11:30

HPV Updates
Behrouz Zand, MD

11:30 - 
12:00

Fertility Issues in Women 
with Gynecologic Cancers
Deborah Holman, WHNP-BC

12:00 - 12:10 Closing Remarks/ Adjourn
Susan Knippel, FNP-C and Steven Wei, PA-C




