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ISAF 2018, International Severe Asthma Forum 
8 - 10 November 2018 

Madrid, Spain  
 

Preliminary Programme 
 

Thursday, 8 November 2018 
 

 
12:00 - 13:45 

Foyer La Cheminee 
Registration 

 
 
13:45 - 14:00 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Welcome Address  

 
 
14:00 - 15:30 
 
 
14:00 - 14:45 
 
14:45 - 15:30 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Severe asthma: the immunological basis of a heterogeneous syndrome  
Chair: Ioana Agache, Romania | Oscar Palomares, Spain 
 

 Innate & Adaptive Pathways in Severe Asthma: Interactions & Pathogenesis 
Cezmi Akdis, Switzerland 

 Different Endotypes and Phenotypes drive the Heterogeneity in Severe Asthma 
Liam Heaney, United Kingdom 
 

  

 
15:30 - 16:00 Coffee break 

 
 
16:00 - 18:00 
 
 
 
16:00 - 16:30 
 
 
16:30 - 17:00 
 
 
17:00 - 17:30 
 
 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Diagnostic Controversies & Comorbidities in Severe 
Asthma  
Chair: Joaquin Sastre, Spain | Leif Bjermer, Sweden 
 

 Establishing the Diagnosis: when is it (Severe) 
Asthma?  
Ioana Agache, Romania 

 Comorbidities in Severe Asthma from ENT 
perspective 
Philippe Gevaert, Belgium 

 Bronchiectasis in Severe Asthma: a new kid on the 
block 
Eva Polverino, Spain 
 

Room: Zaragoza I & II 
Novel Diagnostic & Monitoring Tools for Severe Asthma 
 
Chair: Omer Kalayci, Turkey | Ignacio Davila, Spain 
 

 Unravelling the Complexity of Tissue Inflammation in 
Uncontrolled and Severe Asthma 

       Jonas Sten Erjefalt, Sweden 

 microRNAs: Emerging Markers of Asthma and Asthma 
Severity  
Victoria del Pozo, Spain 

 Breathonomics: what can Breath tell us about Uncontrolled 
Asthma? 
Paul Brinkman, The Netherlands 
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17:30 - 18:00  Psychological and Social Aspects in Severe Asthma 
Stefano Del Giacco, Italy 

 The Effect of Genes and Gene Expression Profiles on 
Asthma and treatment Outcomes  
Maarten van den Berge, The Netherlands  
 

 
18:00 - 21:00 
 

Toledo 
Welcome Reception and Poster Discussion Session I  
 
 

 
Friday, 9 November 2018 
 

 
08:00 - 09:00 
 
 

Room: Tenerife I 
Breakfast seminar - Meet Expert 1 
Chair: Dario Antolin Amerigo, Spain 
 
Severe occupational asthma: Clinical phenotypes and 
outcomes 

Joaquin Sastre, Spain | Santiago Quirce, Spain 

Room: Tenerife II 
Breakfast seminar - Meet Expert 2 
Chair: Enrico Heffler, Italy 
 
Is there a place for HDM SLIT in Severe Asthma? 

Giorgio Walter Canonica, Italy | Moises Antonio Calderon, 

United Kingdom 

 
 
09:00 - 10:30 
 
 
09:00 - 09:45 
 
09:45 - 10:30 
 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
From gene and environmental factors to clinical biomarkers in Severe Asthma 
Chair: Santiago Quirce, Spain | Zuzana Diamant, The Netherlands 

 

 Interaction between genetic and environmental factors in SA 
Ignacio Davila, Spain  

 Biomarkers (help to define different phenotypes) in Severe Asthma 
Leif Bjermer, Sweden 
 

 
10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break 

 
 
11:00 - 13:00 
 
 
 
 
11:00 - 11:30 
 
 
11:30 - 12:00 
 
12:00 - 12:30 
 
 
12:30 - 13:00 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Childhood Severe Asthma: from Epidemiology to 
Management  
Chair: Montserrat Alvaro Lozano, Spain | Silvia Sanchez-
Garcia, Spain 
 

 Virus-induced immune pathways in Asthma 
Development 
Jürgen Schwarze, United Kingdom 

 Preventable factors in difficult Childhood Asthma 
Andrew Bush, United Kingdom 

 Clinical phenotypes in childhood asthma and their 
impact on management 
Omer Kalayci, Turkey 

 Biologicals in pediatric asthma   
Irina Bobolea, Spain 

Room: Zaragoza I & II 
New insights into mechanisms and treatment options of non-
type 2 asthma 
Chair:  Leif Bjermer, Sweden | Zuzana Diamant, The Netherlands 
 
 

 Neutrophilic asthma  
       Sven Seys, Belgium 
 

 Non-inflammatory or pauci-granulocytic asthma  
Stelios Loukides, Greece 

 Non T2-high treatment strategies: there’s light at the end 
of the tunnel  
Matteo Bonini, Italy 

 Role of the Airway Smooth Muscle in Severe Asthma 
      Pascal Chanez, France 
 

 
13.00 - 14:30 
 

Foyer La Chemince 
Lunch and Poster Discussion Session II  
 

 
 
14:30 - 16:00 
 
14:30 - 15:15 
 
 
 
 
15:15 - 16:00 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Pro/Con Session 
 
Debate 1: Do we need more Biologicals? 
Chair: Joaquin Sastre, Spain 
Pro: Ioana Agache, Romania 
Con: Leif Bjermer, Sweden   
   
Debate 2: eHealth is useful in treatment of SA 
Chair: Sven Seys, Belgium 
Pro: Dario Antolin, Spain 
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Con: Silvia Sanchez-Garcia, Spain 
 

 
16:00 - 16:30 Coffee break 

 
 
16:30 - 16:50 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
EAACI AIT Asthma Guidelines Launching 
Marek Jutel, Poland 
 

 
 
16:50 - 17:50 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Oral abstract presentation 
 

 
Saturday, 10 November 2018 
 

 
08:00 - 09:00 
 
 

Room: Tenerife I 
Breakfast seminar - Meet Expert 3 
Chair: Jürgen Schwarze, United Kingdom 
 
Algorithms matching the right Biological with the right 
Patient  

Oscar Palomares, Spain | Parameswaran Nair, Canada 

Room: Tenerife II 
Breakfast seminar - Meet Expert 4 
Chair: Maarten van den Berge, The Netherlands 
 
Potential Role of Inhaled Allergen Challenge in Personalized 
Asthma Management 

Zuzana Diamant, The Netherlands | Leif Bjermer, Sweden 

 

 
 
09:00 - 10:30 
 
 
09:00 - 09:45 
 
09:45 - 10:30 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Targeted Treatment of Severe Asthma: Precision Medicine in Clinical Practice  
Chair: Ioana Agache, Romania | Zuzana Diamant, The Netherlands 

 

 Update on Treatable Traits in Severe Asthma  
 

 Emerging targeted therapies for Severe Asthma 
Parameswaran Nair, Canada 

 
10:30 - 11:00 Coffee break 

 
 
11:00 - 13:00 
 
 
 
 
11:00 - 11:30 
 
 
11:30 - 12:00 
 
12:00 - 12:30 
 
 
12:30 - 13:00 
 

Room: Zaragoza III & IV 
Workshop 1: Lifestyle and its Effect on Asthma Control and 
Severity 
Chair: Matteo Bonini, Italy | Maarten van den Berge, The 
Netherlands 
 

 Effect of Exercise on Asthma and Asthma Control 
Marcin Kurowski, Poland 
 

 Severe Asthma and Metabolic Syndrome  
Apostolos Bossios, Sweden 

 Chlorine by-products: a problem for swimming pool 
workers and competition swimmers 
Mariana Couto, Portugal 

 Rehabilitation and education in severe asthma; a 
forgotten option? 
Antonio Spanevello, Italy 

Room: Zaragoza I & II 
Workshop 2: Consequences of Corticosteroid Treatment in 
Severe Asthma  
Chair: Santiago Quirce, Spain | Tomas Chivato, Spain 
 
 

 Inhalation technique: effect of know-how on adherence 
and asthma control  
Paul Hagedoorn, The Netherlands 

 Overview of Corticosteroid-related side effects  
Omar Usmani, United Kingdom 

 Pharmacoeconomic analysis of ICS-shadow side effects and 
costs 
Enrico Heffler, Italy  

 Strategies to reduce corticosteroids impact on severe 
asthma  
Martina Vasakova, Czech Republic  
  

 
13:00 - 13:15 Room: Zaragoza III & IV 

Closing and Prize Giving Ceremony  

 
 
 
 


