
September 24–26, 2015

Waldorf Astoria Orlando 
14200 Bonnet Creek Resort Lane 
Orlando, Florida

DUKE CENTER FOR SURGIC AL INNOVATION PRESENTS THE

2015 Duke Masters of Minimally  
Invasive Thoracic Surgery
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Course Overview
Learn about the most recent advances in minimally invasive 

thoracic surgery, discuss the technical aspects of the most 

challenging procedures with national and international experts, 

and share your most difficult cases with knowledgeable and 

skilled faculty.

This postgraduate course emphasizes the use of video-based 

education and in-depth discussion of technical details by faculty 

who are experts in their field.  

Target Audience
This activity is designed to meet the continuing education needs 

of thoracic surgeons, as well as others who may assist thoracic 

surgeons in practice. Although the curriculum focuses on the 

most challenging and complex procedures, fellows and residents 

in thoracic and surgical training programs have also benefited 

from previous courses, as have physician assistants and other 

operative personnel.

Learning Objectives
After attending this program, participants should be able to: 

n	� Describe the advantages and technical considerations 

associated with minimally invasive strategies in the 

management of basic and complex thoracic disorders

n	 Discuss the conduct of minimally invasive thoracic surgery 

through analysis and critique of videos

n	 Explain the process by which technically advanced procedures 

may be incorporated into surgical practice

n	 Discuss controversial issues, emerging techniques, and future 

directions in minimally invasive thoracic surgery

ACCREDITATION  This activity has been planned and implemented by the Duke 
University Health System Department of Clinical Education & Professional 
Development and Cine-Med for the advancement of patient care. The Duke 
University Health System Department of Clinical Education & Professional 
Development is accredited by the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC), 
the Accreditation Council for Pharmacy Education (ACPE), and the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
education for the health care team. 

CREDIT DESIGNATION  Duke University Health System Department of Clinical 
Education & Professional Development designates this live activity for a maximum 
of 14.25 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™.  Physicians should claim only credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

COMMERCIAL SUPPORT  This CME activity is supported by educational grants.  
A complete list of supporters will be published in the course syllabus.

Thomas D’Amico, MD 
Gary Hock Endowed Professor and Vice Chair of Surgery 
Chief, Section of General Thoracic Surgery 
Program Director, Thoracic Surgery  
Duke University School of Medicine

Jointly provided by the Duke University Health System Department of 
Clinical Education & Professional Development and Cine-Med

Endorsed by the  
American Association  
for Thoracic Surgery



Agenda
THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

6:00–8:00 pm 	 WELCOME RECEPTION AND REGISTRATION
Sir Harry’s Lounge

FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 25—GRAND BALLROOM

7:00 am 	 REGISTRATION, CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, EXHIBITS

7:20 am 	 WELCOME AND OVERVIEW  
Thomas D’Amico, MD

	 SESSION I: THORACOSCOPIC LOBECTOMY:  
THE STATE-OF-THE-ART
Moderator: Scott Swanson, MD

7:30 am	 Thoracoscopic Lobectomy in 2015: Can we teach it better?
Shanda Blackmon, MD

8:00 am	 Technical Aspects in 2015: 16 years of progress 
Thomas D’Amico, MD

8:30 am	 Uniportal Thoracoscopic Lobectomy: Intubated and Non-intubated 
Diego Gonzalez-Rivas, MD

9:00 am	 Robotic Thoracoscopic Lobectomy  
Robert Cerfolio, MD

9:30 am	 DISCUSSION

9:40 am	 BREAK AND EXHIBITS

	 SESSION II: THORACOSCOPIC RESECTIONS:  
COMPLEX PROCEDURES 
Moderator: Robert Cerfolio, MD

10:00 am	 Thoracoscopic Lobectomy for Locally Advanced Lung Cancer 
Todd Demmy, MD

10:30 am	 Thoracoscopic Sleeve Lobectomy and Pneumonectomy  
Thomas D’Amico, MD

11:00 am	 Prevention and Management of Intraoperative Complications  
Shanda Blackmon, MD

11:30 am	 DISCUSSION

12:00 NOON	 LUNCH AND EXHIBITS  

12:15 pm	 BREAKOUT SESSION: OPERATIVE CONSIDERATIONS FOR THE 
THORACOSCOPIC TEAM —BEEKMAN ROOM
Scott Balderson, PA-C

	 SESSION III: THORACOSCOPIC SUB-LOBAR RESECTION 
Moderator: Matthew Hartwig, MD

1:00 pm	 Thoracoscopic Segmentectomy
Scott Swanson, MD

1:20 pm	 Uniportal Segmentectomy  
Diego Gonzalez-Rivas, MD

1:40 pm	 CT Screening for Lung Cancer: Programmic and Practical Issues 
Scott Swanson, MD

	 SESSION IV: DEBATE: SUBLOBAR RESECTION IS UNDERUTILIZED
	 Moderator: Thomas D’Amico, MD

2:00 pm	 Pro
Scott Swanson, MD

2:20 pm	 Con
Robert Cerfolio, MD

2:40 pm	 DISCUSSION

3:00 pm	 ADJOURN

 Registration

September 24-26, 2015

Waldorf Astoria Orlando
14200 Bonnet Creek Resort Lane 
Orlando, Florida

Register online: innovation.surgery.duke.edu/courses
		  By July 23	 After July 23	
Surgeons 		  $695	 $795	
Allied Health, Residents, Fellows 	 $395	 $495	

A $100 charge will be added for registrations received after  
September 20. Advance registration is required prior to  
course start date of September 24.

CANCELLATION POLICY

A $50 cancellation fee will apply for cancellations received more than  
14 days prior to the start of the course. There will be no refunds if 
canceling within 14 days of the start of the course.

CONTACT/QUESTIONS/SPECIAL ASSISTANCE

Ciné-Med, our meeting facilitator, will be glad to assist you with any  
special needs (physical, dietary, etc.). 

Daniele Hartley
Ciné-Med Inc.
127 Main Street North
Woodbury, CT 06798
 

Phone: 203-263-0006
Toll-Free: 800-253-7657  
Fax: 203-263-4839
E-Mail: dhartley@cine-med.net

HOTEL

A limited block of rooms has been reserved at the special rate of  
$199 per night plus tax. The cut-off date for accepting reservations into 
the room block is August 27. Reservation requests after this date will be 
accepted on a space available basis.

To make reservations, visit waldorfastoriaorlando.com or  
call 888-353-2009 and use group convention code WDMM.

Course Director

Thomas D'Amico, MD
Gary Hock Endowed Professor of Surgery
Chief, Section of General Thoracic Surgery 
Duke University School of Medicine

Course Faculty
Shanda Blackmon, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery
Mayo Clinic

Robert Cerfolio, MD
Professor of Surgery
University of Alabama

Todd Demmy, MD
Professor of Oncology
Clinical Chair, Department of Thoracic Surgery
Roswell Park Cancer Institute

David Harpole, Jr., MD
Professor of Surgery
Duke University School of Medicine

Matthew Hartwig, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery
Duke University School of Medicine

Diego Gonzalez Rivas, MD
Minimally Invasive Thoracic Surgery Unit 
Coruña University Hospital, Coruña, Spain 

Scott Swanson, MD
Co-Director, Minimally Invasive Surgery
Brigham and Women’s Hospital
Professor of Surgery
Harvard Medical School 

Scott Balderson, PA-C
Section of General Thoracic Surgery
Duke University School of Medicine

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 26—GRAND BALLROOM

7:00 am 	 REGISTRATION, CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST, EXHIBITS

7:20 am 	 INTRODUCTION AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Thomas D’Amico, MD

	 SESSION V: MINIMALLY INVASIVE  
ESOPHAGEAL SURGERY

	 Moderator: Todd Demmy, MD

7:30 am	 Modern Stage Specific Treatment of Esophageal Cancer  
Thomas D’Amico, MD

8:00 am	 Minimally Invasive Esophagectomy: Ivor Lewis vs McKeown
Matthew Hartwig, MD

8:30 am	 Robotic Esophagectomy   
Robert Cerfolio, MD

9:00 am	 Conduits when the stomach fails  
Shanda Blackmon, MD

9:30 am	 DISCUSSION

9:40 am	 BREAK AND EXHIBITS

	 SESSION VI: MINIMALLY INVASIVE THORACIC SURGERY:  
MISCELLANEOUS

	 Moderator: Shanda Blackmon, MD

10:00 am	 Robotic Thymectomy for MG and Thymoma   
Matthew Hartwig, MD

10:30 am	 Pain Management for VATS Lobectomy: Epidurals, 
paravertebrals, cryo?   
David Harpole, MD

11:00 am	 Mediastinal Staging: PET, EBUS, Mediastinoscopy, VAMLA  
Todd Demmy, MD

11:30 am	 Thoracoscopic Metastasectomy   
	 David Harpole, MD

12:00 NOON	 LUNCH AND EXHIBITS

12:15 pm	 BREAKOUT SESSION: INOPERATIVE THORACOSCOPIC 
ASSISTING TECHNIQUES—BEEKMAN ROOM
Scott Balderson, PA-C

	 SESSION VII: THE FUTURE – IS IT HERE YET? 
	 Moderator: David Harpole, MD

1:00 pm	 Novel Antireflux Procedures  
Matthew Harwig, MD

1:20 pm	 3D Optics  
Todd Demmy, MD

1:40 pm	 Innovative Technology and Instrumentation 
Shanda Blackmon, MD

	 SESSION VIII: UNUSUAL CASE PRESENTATIONS   
	 Moderator: Thomas D’Amico, MD

2:00 pm	 Case #1 and Case #2
Diego Gonzalez-Rivas, MD

2:20 pm	 Case #3 and Case #4 
Matthew Hartwig, MD

2:40 pm	 Case #5 and Case #6 
David Harpole, MD

3:00 pm	 ADJOURN

Opportunities for Q&A will be provided throughout each day.
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