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Audience and Overview
With the significant incidence and prevalence of cardiac and vascular 

disease in the United States, health-care professionals must stay abreast 

of the developments within this field. Open to all members of the 

interdisciplinary team, Penn State’s Dimensions in Heart and Vascular Care 

2015, is designed to highlight the numerous dimensions and advances 

within the field of heart and vascular care. 

This meeting is designed to impact practice, explore evidence-based 

research, and demonstrate cutting-edge techniques that can be directly 

applied to the learner’s clinical and academic practice. 

Objectives
Upon completion of this activity, participants 

should be able to:

Integrate advancements in telemonitoring  

to facilitate in the management and treatment 

of those patients living with complex heart and 

vascular disease

Emphasize the importance of implementing 
nationally recognized quality-based practices 

to enhance patient care and outcomes

Assess the latest techniques, technologies,  

and therapies for structural heart disease, 

heart failure and vascular disease
 

Recognize the importance of the multidisciplinary 

team approach to the care and management of 

the patient living with heart and vascular disease
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Credit
AMA
Penn State College of Medicine is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 

medical education for physicians.

Penn State College of Medicine designates this live activity for a maximum of 5.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)TM. Physicians should claim 

only the credit commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.

Patient Safety/Risk
This program includes 5.75 hours of patient safety/risk management education as required by the Pennsylvania State Board of Medicine. 

Please see the program schedule for the topic marked with a “†.” 

It is our policy to ensure balance, independence, objectivity, and scientific rigor in all of our educational programs. Faculty and course directors 

have disclosed relevant financial relationships with commercial companies, and Penn State has a process in place to resolve any conflict of 

interest. Complete faculty disclosure will be provided to program participants at the beginning of the activity.

Access
Penn State encourages persons with disabilities to participate in its programs and activities. If you anticipate needing any type of special 

accommodation or have questions about the physical access provided, please contact Continuing Education at least one week in advance of 

your participation or visit.

Accommodations and Room Block
Accommodations are the responsibility of the participant. A block of rooms has been reserved at the:

Hotel 	
Hershey Lodge

325 University Drive, Hershey, PA 17033

 
Deadline	
October 19, 2015	

Rate	
$159 Single/double

Rooms reserved after this date are at regular

rates and will be based on availability 

 
Reservations
Online: hersheylodge.com

Call: 717-508-1957

Group Name: Continuing Eduction

Join us in Hershey!

Come and visit the town that has been
named, “the sweetest place on earth.” 

For more information, go to: 

hersheypa.com
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Keynote Speakers

Conference 
Planning 
Committee 
Barry Clemson, MD, FACC, FAHA, FACP

Joy Cotton, MD

William R. Davidson Jr., MD

Ian C. Gilchrist, MD, FACC

Allana Langley, MSN, RN, CCRN

Denise Rhodes, NP, AACC

Holly Roush, MSN, RN, CCRN

Harjit Singh, MD, FSIR

This publication is available in alternative media on request.

The Pennsylvania State University is committed to the policy that all persons shall have equal access to programs, facilities, admission, and employment without regard 

to personal characteristics not related to ability, performance, or qualifications as determined by University policy or by state or federal authorities. It is the policy of 

the University to maintain an academic and work environment free of discrimination, including harassment. The Pennsylvania State University prohibits discrimination 

and harassment against any person because of age, ancestry, color, disability or handicap, genetic information, national origin, race, religious creed, sex, sexual 

orientation,gender identity, or veteran status and retaliation due to the reporting of discrimination or harassment. Discrimination, harassment, or retaliation against 

faculty, staff, or students will not be tolerated at The Pennsylvania State University. Direct all inquiries regarding the Nondiscrimination Policy to the Affirmative Action 

Director, The Pennsylvania State University, 328 Boucke Building, University Park, PA 16802-5901; tel 814-863-0471/TTY. U.Ed. MED J5736-16-Y

Kevin L. Thomas, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine

Division of Clinical Cardiac 
Electrophysiology

Director of Faculty Diversity 
and Health Disparities Research

Associate Director of TL-1 
Scholars program/CTSA

Duke Clinical Research Institute
Durham, NC

Jan Phillips, DNP(c), MSN, RN, CENP*
Director of Nursing

Emergency and Surgical Services
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Faculty
Robert G. Atnip, MD, RVT, RPVI*

Medical Director Diagnostics

Faisal Aziz, MD, FACS, RPVI*

Assistant Professor of Surgery
Division of Vascular Surgery

William B. Bachinsky, MD, FACC, FSCAI
Medical Director, Cardiac Cath Lab
PinnacleHealth CardioVascular Institute
Lemoyne, PA

Noel Ballentine, MD*
Associate Professor of Medicine

Raymond L. Benza, MD, FACC
Professor of Medicine
Program Director, Advanced Heart Failure, 
Transplant, MCS and Pulmonary Hypertension
Allegheny Health Network
Wexford, PA

	
John P. Boehmer, MD*

Professor of Medicine
Division of Cardiology

David Carnish, MDIV, BCC*
Clinical Pastoral Education

Barry Clemson, MD, FACC, FAHA, FACP
Clinical Associate Professor of Medicine
OSF Downstate Heart Failure Medical Director
HeartCare Midwest
OSF Saint Francis Medical Center
Peoria, IL

Josh Crites, PhD*
Assistant Professor of Humanities
Department of Humanities
Director, Research Ethics Consultation Service

Wendy Deibert, RN, BSN
Vice President Telehealth Services
Mercy Virtual
St. Louis, MO

		
Tyler Fugate, DO, FACC, FSCAI
Interventional Cardiologist
Lebanon Cardiology Associates, PC
Good Samaritan Hospital
Lebanon, PA

Ian C. Gilchrist, MD, FACC*

Professor of Medicine
Division of Cardiology

Kathleen L. Grady, PhD, RN, FAAN
Professor 
Feinberg School of Medicine Northwestern University
Administrative Director
Center for Heart Failure 
Bluhm Cardiovascular Institute 
Division of Cardiac Surgery
Chicago, IL

Mark Kozak, MD*

Associate Professor of Medicine
Division of Cardiology

Frank Lynch, MD, FSIR*

Professor of Radiology Surgery and Medicine

Robert J. Moraca, MD
Director, Thoracic Aorta/Arrhythmia Surgery
Surgical Director of CTEPH Program
Allegheny General Hospital
Pittsburgh, PA

Srinivas Murali, MD, FACC
Western PA Governor  
Pennsylvania Chapter
American College of Cardiology
Harrisburg, PA

	
Andrew S. Resnick, MD, MBA, FACS*
Associate Professor of Surgery
Chief Quality Officer 

Denise Rhodes, NP, AACC*

Instructor of Medicine
Interventional Nurse Practitioner  

Soraya M. Samii, MD*

Assistant Professor of Medicine

Jan Sassaman, RN*

Direct Care Nurse

Harjit Singh, MD, FSIR*

Professor of Radiology,
Surgery and Medicine

Behzad Soleimani, MD*

Assistant Professor of Surgery

Bernadette Speiser, RN
Cardiology Nurse Consultant
Department of Veterans Affairs
Chicago, IL

 Penn State Hershey Heart and Vascular Institute 
* Penn State Milton S. Hershey Medical Center
	 Penn State College of Medicine
	 Hershey, PA 5



} 

Agenda / 7:15 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.

7:15 A.M.  	 Check In/Exhibits

7:45 A.M.	 Intro Poll Everywhere – Evaluation Practice

8:00 A.M. 	 OPENING PLENARY: 
	 Addressing Disparities in Implantable Cardioverter 		
	 Defibrillator Implantation: Decision Making through 
	 the Patient Voice † 
			   Kevin L. Thomas, MD

9:00 A.M.	 Break/Exhibits

9:30 A.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 1
} 1A
Heartbeats in Hershey & Right Heart Failure

Informed Consent: More Than 
Just a Piece of Paper  †
Kathleen L. Grady, PhD, RN, FAAN

} 1B
Cardiovascular Technology

Surgery: Open Vascular Surgery 
is Here to Stay
Faisal Aziz, MD, FACS, RPVI

Next Generation of Ventricular 
Assist Devices
Behzad Soleimani, MD	
	
} 1C 	
Radial

State-of-the-Art Radial
Ian C. Gilchrist, MD, FACC

10:15 A.M.  Break/Exhibits

1:30 P.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 4
}  4A

Heartbeats in Hershey & Right Heart Failure

Mock Ethics Committee Meeting:  
End-of-Life Discussion †
Robert G. Atnip, MD, RVT, RPVI
David Carnish, MDIV, BCC
Jan Sassaman, RN
Josh Crites, PhD

} 4B
Cardiovascular Technology

Structural Heart Disease: 
Left Atrial Appendage
Soraya M. Samii, MD

Percutaneous Interventions 
on the Mitral Valve
Mark Kozak, MD
	
} 4C
Radial

Peripheral Vascular Radial
William B. Bachinsky, MD, FACC, FSCAI

2:15 P.M.  Break/Exhibits

10:30 A.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 2

} 2A

Heartbeats in Hershey

Happy Birthday!
Today You Are Sixty-Five – Caring for the 
Geriatric Heart and Vascular System †

Noel Ballentine, MD

} 2B
Right Heart Failure & Cardiovascular Technology

Vagal Nerve Stimulation for the Treatment 
of Chronic Systolic Heart Failure
Barry Clemson, MD, FACC, FAHA, FACP

Heart Failure Monitoring: 
Pulmonary Arterial Pressure Monitoring
John P. Boehmer, MD

} 2C
Radial

Starting a Radial Program
Tyler Fugate, DO, FACC, FSCAI

11:15 A.M.  Break/Exhibits

2:30 P.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 5

} 5A
Heartbeats in Hershey

TeleHealth: The Next Generation 
of Medicine
Wendy Deibert, RN, BSN

} 5B
Right Heart Failure

Surgical Treatment for Chronic 
Thromboembolic Pulmonary 
Hypertension (CTEPH) †
Robert J. Moraca, MD

} 5C
Cardiovascular Technology

Endoleak Repair
Harjit Singh, MD, FSIR

} 5D
Radial

Preventing Radial Injury †
Denise Rhodes, NP, AACC

11:30 A.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 3

} 3A
Heartbeats in Hershey
Quality Whiplash †
Andrew S. Resnick, MD, MBA, FACS

} 3B
Right Heart Failure

Chronic Thromboembolic 
Pulmonary Hypertension (CTEPH)
Raymond L. Benza, MD, FACC

} 3C
Cardiovascular Technology

Inferior Vena Cava (IVC)
Filter Removal
Frank Lynch, MD, FSIR

} 3D
Radial

Team Approach to the Cardiac 
Catheterization Lab †
Bernadette Speiser, RN

3:15 P.M.
Break/Transition to 
Main Meeting Room

3:30 P.M.
CLOSING PLENARY: 
Relational Coordination †
Jan Phillips, DNP(c), MSN, RN, CENP

4:30 P.M.  Adjournment

12:15 P.M.
Lunch and PaACC Update
Srinivas Murali, MD, FACC

Heartbeats
In Hershey

Cardiovascular
Technology

Right Heart 
Failure Radial
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Fees
Early Bird Registration: October 5, 2015
Physician Fee:	 $249

Others Fee: 	 $149/use coupon code J5764BB*

After: October 5, 2015
Physician Fee: 	 $299

Others Fee:	 $199/use coupon code J5764BB*

* Others Fee: To receive this special rate please use 	

	 coupon code J5764BB when registering.

Late Registrations:
Registrations received after, November 19, 2015

will incur a $25 late fee.

Cancellation 
Policy
Cancellations received after: 
} November 13, 2015
	 will have a $25 processing fee.

No refunds: 
} After November 17, 2015

The University reserves the right to cancel or postpone 

any course or activity because of insufficient enrollment 

or other unforeseen circumstances. 

Please provide a cell phone number so we can reach you 

in the event of last-minute changes or cancellation. If a 

program is canceled or postponed, the University will 

refund registration fees but cannot be held responsible 

for any related costs, charges, or expenses, including 

cancellation/change charges assessed by airlines or travel 

agencies. Preregistered participants will be notified if a 

program is filled or canceled.

Questions?
Call	 717-531-6483	 	

Email 	 ContinuingEd@hmc.psu.edu

Mail 	 Registrar, Penn State Hershey
	 Continuing Education, G220
	 P. O. Box 851, Hershey, PA 17033

Course #	 J5736-16-Y

Registration
Register online using COMPASS, Penn State Hershey’s registration 

and records system. New users are required to set up an account, 

which will provide access to your CE certificates and conference 

materials. A tutorial is available on our website. 

Register online: 
	

pennstatehershey.org/HVIcontinuinged

Breakout Sessions
After your registration is confirmed in COMPASS, you will 

be able to select your breakout sessions by completing a 

“Training Request Form.” This form appears at the bottom 

of the registration confirmation screen.

You will need to choose one topic from each breakout session:

9:30 A.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 1	

} 1A	 Informed Consent: More Than Just a Piece of Paper
} 1B	 Surgery: Open Vascular Surgery is Here to Stay 
	 Next Generation of Ventricular Assist Devices	
} 1C	 State-of-the-Art Radial 

10:30 A.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 2	

} 2A	 Caring for the Geriatric Heart and Vascular System
} 2B	 Vagal Nerve Stimulation
	 Heart Failure Monitoring
} 2C	 Starting a Radial Program

11:30 A.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 3

} 3A	 Quality Whiplash
} 3B	 Chronic Thromboembolic Pulmonary Hypertension
} 3C	 Inferior Vena Cava Filter Removal (IVC)
} 3D	 Team Approach to the Cardiac Catheterization Lab

1:30 P.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 4	

} 4A	 Mock Ethics Committee Meeting: End-of-Life Discussion
} 4B	 Structural Heart Disease: Left Atrial Appendage 
	 Percutaneous Interventions on the Mitral Valve
} 4C	 Peripheral Vascular Radial

2:30 P.M.  BREAKOUT SESSION 5

} 5A	 TeleHealth: The Next Generation of Medicine
} 5B	 Surgical Treatment for Chronic Thromboembolic 
	 Pulmonary Hypertension (CTEPH)	
} 5C	 Endoleak Repair
} 5D	 Preventing Radial Injury
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