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Dear Fellow SSOMS Members:

It is my great pleasure to invite you to 
the Southeastern Society of Oral and 
Maxillofacial Surgeons, our 71st annual 
meeting, which will be held May 12-
16, 2021 at the Ritz-Carlton in Amelia 
Island, FL. We will keep our eye on the 
pandemic but for now, we plan to host 
a face-to-face meeting and look forward 
to seeing you there.

Located in northeastern Florida, Amelia Island offers an 
unspoiled setting for relaxing and rewarding getaways.  
Amelia Island is 13 miles long and two miles wide, with 
preserved park lands at its northern and southern tips, 
making up nearly 10 percent of the entire island!  Surrounded 
by the Atlantic Ocean, Intracoastal Waterway, stong-
currented Nassau Sound and one of the East’s largest and 
deepest inlets - Cumberland Sound - Amelia Island is edged 
with natural Appalachian quartz beaches and framed by sand 
dunes as tall as 40 feet.

Our scientific sessions will be led by Dr Eric Carlson of the 
University of Tennessee Medical Center and Dr David Powers 
from Duke University School of Medicine.  Their topics will be 
osteonecrosis, odontogenic cysts & tumors, patient specific 
implants and major reconstructive surgery and should give us 
plenty of information to immediately utilize in our practices.   

I look forward to finally seeing you all again–Amelia Island 
awaits!

Sincerely yours,

Bob Pfeffle, DMD

President 
Southeastern Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons

Robert Pfeffle, DMD



Wednesday, May 12

1:00 - 5:00pm		  Registration

3:00 - 5:00pm		  First Board Meeting

3:00 - 5:00pm		  Examination of Candidates

6:30 - 7:30pm		  Opening Reception for all 

	 Sponsor:

				     
				    Dinner on your own

Thursday, May 13
 
7:00 - 12:00pm		  Registration

7:00 - 8:00am		  Exhibits & Full Breakfast

8:00 - 10:00am	 	 “Medication Related Osteonecrosis 	
				    of the Jaws – Update 2021” 
				    Eric Carlson, DMD, MD, EdM, FACS 
				    Knoxville, TN

9:00 - 10:00am		  Spouses’ Breakfast

10:00 - 10:30am		 Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 12:00pm		 First Business Session

12:00pm		  Lunch on your own

1:00pm			   Fishing

				    White Oak Reserve Tour

2:00pm			  Tennis Tournament

6:30 - 7:30pm		  Reception for all 

	 Sponsor:

				     
				    Dinner on your own

Friday, May 14

7:00 - 12:00pm		  Registration

7:00 - 8:00am		  Exhibits & Full Breakfast

7:00 - 8:00am		  District III Caucus

8:00 - 10:00am	 	 “Odontogenic Cysts and Tumors – 	
				    Contemporary Surgical Management 
				    Eric Carlson, DMD, MD, FACS 
				    Knoxville, TN

10:00 - 10:30am		  Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 12:00pm		 “Patient Specific Implants  
				    in Reconstructive Surgery” 
				    David Powers, DMD, MD 
				    Durham, NC

12:00pm		  Lunch on your own

1:00pm			   White Oak Reserve Tour

1:00pm		   	 Golf Tournament, 
				    Golf Club of Amelia Island

Saturday, May 15

7:00 - 12:00pm		  Registration

7:00 - 8:00am		  Exhibits & Full Breakfast

7:00 - 8:00am		  Past Presidents’ Breakfast

7:00 - 8:00am		  Second Board Meeting

8:00 - 10:00am		  “Ballistic Injury & 
				    Penetrating Neck Trauma” 
				    David Powers, DMD, MD 
				    Durham, NC

10:00 - 10:30am		 Break & Exhibits

10:30 - 12:00pm		 Second Business Session

12:00pm		  Lunch on your own

1:00pm			   Fishing

1:00pm			   Cumberland Island Tour 

6:00 - 7:00pm		  President’s Reception

7:00 - 10:00pm		  President’s Dinner

	 Sponsors:

8:30 - 9:00pm		  Awards 
				    Lifetime Achievement Award: 
				    Warren Arrasmith, DMD

Sunday, May 16

Departures

2021 SSOMS SCHEDULE



Eric Carlson, DMD, MD, EdM, FACS
Professor and Chair 
Residency Program Chair
Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery
University of Tennessee Graduate School of Medicine
Knoxville, TN
Dr. Carlson’s clinical focus is benign and malignant tumors of the oral cavity, head, and neck, salivary gland 
surgery, and reconstructive Surgery. His research focus includes translational research initiatives focus on 
the identification of human papillomavirus (HPV) in oral and oropharyngeal cancer and the preoperative stag-

ing of head and neck cancer with positron emission tomography/computed tomography (PET/CT) and a variety of tracers. The 
ability to detect a specific carcinogen and proper staging of these cancers is of important prognostic value.

Additionally, Dr. Carlson has been engaged in elucidating the relationship between adult learning theory and professional 
development of faculty, a relatively new concept in academic medical centers. To this end, his work centers on technical and 
adaptive challenges in the development of faculty. At the core of adaptive challenges is the recognition that mindsets form the 
basis for faculty development and higher orders of consciousness are realized when growth mindsets are assumed by faculty 
members. Retention of productive faculty and effective teaching of residents are the end results.

Dr. Carlson obtained his DMD from University of Pennsylvania, 1985; attended medical school at the University of Miami, 2000; 
and concluded his residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at Allegheny General Hospital, Pittsburgh, PA, 1989 and general 
surgery at the University of Tennessee Graduate School of Medicine, 2003.  His fellowship included tumor and reconstructive 
surgery, Jackson Memorial Hospital/University of Miami School of Medicine, Miami, FL, 1990.

David Powers, DMD, MD
Director, Craniomaxillofacial Trauma and Reconstructive Surgery Fellowship
Associate Professor of Surgery
Duke University School of Medicine
Durham, NC
Dr. Powers currently serves as an Associate Professor of Surgery, and Director of the Craniomaxillofacial 
Trauma Program, at Duke University Medical Center.  Additionally, he is the Fellowship Director for the Cranio-
maxillofacial Trauma and Reconstructive Surgery fellowship within the Department of Surgery. His surgical 
experience in facial trauma was attained during a military career highlighted by the acute management of 

ballistic and other injuries of warfare, as well as performing secondary and tertiary facial reconstructive surgery during various 
staff assignments at Wilford Hall USAF Medical Center, the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center – Bethesda and the R 
Adams Cowley Shock Trauma Center in Baltimore, Maryland.  He lectures and has published extensively on the management 
of ballistic and high-energy transfer injuries to the craniomaxillofacial skeleton, comprehensive reconstruction techniques for 
facial trauma, and the use of computer-aided surgical planning and patient-specific implants for anatomic rehabilitation after 
catastrophic craniomaxillofacial injuries.

Patient Specific Implants in Reconstructive Surgery; 
Ballistic Injury & Penetrating Neck Trauma 

Medication Related Osteonecrosis of the Jaws: Update 2021 
Odontogenic Cysts and Tumors – Contemporary Surgical Management 

The scientific sessions have been approved for 7.5 CE credit hours.

SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM



The scientific sessions have been approved for 7.5 CE credit hours.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Warren Arrasmith, DDS
Associate Professor 
Clinic Director, Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery 
University of Alabama at Birmingham School of Dentistry 
Birmingham, AL
Dr. Warren Arrasmith, a native of Birmingham, Alabama, completed his 
undergraduate and dental education at the University of Alabama, Tuscaloosa, 
AL. He received his DMD with honors and was elected to Omicron Kappa Upsilon 
(OKU) National Dental Honor Society. Following graduation, he served in the 
United States Air Force as a General Dental Officer at Clark Air Base during the 
Vietnam War. Upon completing his tour of duty, he attended the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham (UAB), Birmingham, AL where he completed his 
residency in Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery.  He was fortunate to have been 
mentored by some of the best professors in the specialty including Dr. Charles 
“Scotty” McCallum, Dr. Charles Alling, and Dr. Victor Matukas.

Dr. Arrasmith spent 38 years in private practice in Birmingham, AL.  During 
that time, he served as the Chief of the Oral and Maxillofacial section at 

Baptist Medical Center Princeton and University of Alabama at Birmingham Medical West Hospitals. He also served 
on numerus hospital and operating room committees and participated in establishing hospital guidelines for Oral 
and Maxillofacial Surgery privileges. In the late 1990’s, he joined the Department of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery at 
the University Of Alabama School Of Dentistry as a part-time Adjunct Professor and in 2011 transitioned to a full-time 
Associate Professor position.

Dr. Arrasmith currently holds the Thomas W. Jones Endowed Professorship and recently received the UAB President’s 
Award for Excellence in Teaching. He serves as the Clinical Director of the Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery Clinic and 
he is actively involved in the undergraduate dental education where he is the course master for several courses 
and co-course master for the Dental Hygienist Local Anesthesia Course. He serves on various School of Dentistry 
committees and is currently serving as Chair of the Faculty and Faculty Council and Chair of several Faculty Search 
Committees. He was previously the Chair of the Dean’s Leadership Council and is past President of the OKU National 
Dental Honor Society.

Dr. Arrasmith is also active in local, state, and national professional organizations. He is a past president of the 
Alabama Society of OMS, the Southeastern Society of OMS, and a delegate to the Alabama Dental Association and 
American Association of OMS. He currently serves as Recorder for the House of Delegates. He is also past president 
of the McCallum Alumni Association and he currently serves on the Executive Committee. He has served as an 
examiner for the State Board of Dentistry for office anesthesia evaluations. He is also active in local politics and 
attends AAOMS Day on the Hill annually.

Dr. Arrasmith was married for 52 years to Anne Arrasmith, who passed away 2 years ago. They have one daughter, 
Tyndall (Zachery), and two grandchildren, Ella and Waylon. He enjoys traveling, visiting family, reading, and spending 
time at his lake house in his spare time.



ACTIVITIES
WHITE OAK RESERVE

Daytime Tour | May 13 or 14, 2021 
Come face to face with exotic animals on White Oak’s 
Conservation tour. Founded in 1982, White Oak is part of 
the Walter Conservation and spans over 17,000 acres in 
Northeastern Florida. It has been long dedicated to the 
conservation and care of endangered and threatened species, 
including rhinoceros, okapi, bongos, zebras, condors, dama 
gazelles, and cheetahs. The tours will be lead by wildlife 
experts who introduce guests to the conservation program, 
facilities, and more than 30 species of animals that call White 
Oak home. Guests will ride on open-air vans or trolleys and 
explore the sites and sounds of each individual natural habitat.

Capacity: 
Minimum tour capacity is 5 guests.  
Maximum tour capacity is 30 guests due to COVID-19.

Itinerary: 
1:00 - 2:00pm	 Transfer to White Oak 
2:00 - 4:30pm	 Experience 
4:30 - 5:30pm	 Return transfer to the Resort

Includes: 
Private charter transportation 
Uniformed CSI staff 
Bottled water 
All applicable taxes and gratuities

Pricing: 
$237.00 per person
Note: Since March 2020, management has suspended tours of Gilman Hall 
and Dance Studio to reduce exposure. It is possible that these tours could be 
reinstated, but it is dependent upon the status of the pandemic. The following 
is an exception to the aforementioned rule: Walk through tours of Gilman Hall 
and Dance Studio for larger groups who have included lunch or dinner with 
their tour experience as you will more than likely dine in one of the venues 
located within Gilman Hall. Masks are worn throughout the tour except for 
when actively eating or drinking. The Cheetah Lure Run Experience is an 
additional cost, but we are not offering them at this time.

CUMBERLAND ISLAND 

Daytime Tour | May 15, 2021 
Guests will enjoy a day of exploring majestic Cumberland 
Island, rich with history and natural beauty! Departing from 
Fernandina Marina, guests will debark upon a vessel featuring 
an enclosed air-conditioned first floor with large picturesque 
windows for guests’ viewing pleasure, as well as an open top 
deck. Cruise along the beautiful ocean and enjoy a narrated 
tour while catching a glimpse of historic Fort Clinch and the 
backwaters and inlets of the St. Mary’s River. Guests then 
enjoy a narrated walking tour down a coquina shell road to 
the “Dungeness Ruins,” the “Ice House” museum and historic 
graveyard while seeing wildlife such as wild horses, deer, and 
a variety of bird-life before returning aboard the vessel. Be sure 
to bring a camera and enjoy this historical exploration!

Capacity: 
Minimum tour capacity is 30 guests.  
Maximum tour capacity is 80 guests.

Itinerary: 
1:00 - 1:15pm	 Transfer to Marina 
1:15 - 2:00pm	 River Cruise 
2:00 - 4:00pm	 Cumberland Island Tour 
4:15 - 5:00pm	 River Cruise Transfer Back to Marina 
5:00 - 5:15pm	 Return Transfer to the Resort

Includes: 
Transportation and Staff 
Tour Guides and Narration 
45 Minute Sightseeing Cruise 
Captain, Crew, and Coordination 
Guided walking tour of Cumberland Island 
Viewing of Dungeness Ruins 
All Applicable Taxes and Gratuities

Pricing: 
$162.00 per person

Note: Masks are required for this tour.

White Oak zebras The “Cumberland Princess”White Oak cheetah Cumberland ruins



ACTIVITIES
INLINE AND COASTAL FISHING

May 13 or 15, 2021  
Amelia Island is home to some of Florida’s best year round 
fishing! Guests will begin their excursion at Fernandina Harbor 
Marina on a 4– passenger inshore charter. All skill levels of 
anglers are welcome on the excursion and will be accompanied 
by an experience Captain to guide your guests through an 
ultimate fishing experience. Some fish your guests may 
encounter depending on the season are Spotted sea trout, 
Redfish, Flounder, Black Drum and Sheepsheads. For competitive 
groups you can customize your experience to be a fishing 
tournament during their four hour charter. Recommended 
accolades could include biggest fish, smallest fish, and the boat 
with the overall most fish. 

Capacity: 
Maximum tour capacity is 2 boats (8 people).

Itinerary: 
1:00pm		  Guests Depart from Front Lobby 
1:15pm		  Guests Arrive at Marina 
1:30 - 4:00pm	 Fishing Experience 
4:30pm		  Return to Resort

Includes: 
Fishing Boat with Facilities for a 4 Hour Charter;  
Experienced Captain and Mates; All Bait and Tackle; 
Private Charter Transportation; Uniformed CSI Staff 
All Applicable Taxes and Gratuities

Pricing: $400.00 per person

RESORT RESTAURANTS
SALT at The Ritz-Carlton | Reservations Required 
Fine dining with contemporary American, seasonally inspired cuisine. In Salt 
Lounge, enjoy expertly made cocktails and small plates.   
Hours: Tuesday - Sunday evenings, 6:00 – 10:00pm  
Dress Code: Resort Sophisticated (For gentlemen, long slacks and a collared 
shirt are required. Shorts are not permitted.) 
www.ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/AmeliaIsland/Dining/Salt

Coast at The Ritz-Carlton | Dinner Reservations Recommended 
Casual.  New twist on coastal cuisine with a seasonal touch.  
Hours: Breakfast 6:30 - 11:00am; Lunch 11:30am -5:30pm; Dinner 5:30 - 10pm.  
www.ritzcarlton.com/en/Properties/AmeliaIsland/Dining/Coast

The Pub | No Reservations 
The ambience of a neighborhood pub is combined with local craft beers and 
elevated bar fare.  Custom Burgers, sandwiches, wings and nachos.  Local craft 
beer, wines and cocktails. Guests under 21 welcome until 8:30pm.  
Hours: Monday – Friday 5:00pm – 12:00am; Saturday & Sunday 12:00pm – 12:00am 

Lobby Bar | No Reservations 
Inspired by Bourbon Legends. Sushi Bar and lite bites.  Dramatic  cocktail crafts 
meld together with personal tableside infusions.     
Hours: Sunday - Thursday 12:00pm – 12:00am; Friday and Saturday 12:00pm – 2:00am.    
Entertainment: Friday and Saturday from 9:00pm to 1:00am.

Ocean Bar and Grill | No Reservations 
Poolside dining steps from the ocean.  Tropical cocktails, fruit smoothies, tacos, 
wraps, gourmet salads, sandwiches. Attire Casual, bathing suits welcome. 
Hours: (Weather permitting) Bar 11:00am – 6:00pm; Food 11:00am – 4:00pm

Beach Bar | No Reservations 
Barbeque on the Beach. Beach Attire.  
Hours: (Weather permitting) 11:00am – 5:00pm Daily 

24-Hour In-Room Dining Service | Call Extension 1290

FERNANDINA HISTORIC DISTRICT RESTAURANTS
Brett’s Waterway Café 
Southern-style fare.  Waterfront view – Full Bar.  
Hours: Dinner Monday through Saturday 5:30pm–until.  
1 South Front Street, (904) 261-2660 | www.brettswaterway.com 

Ciao 
Authentic Italian cuisine. Indoor/outdoor seating. 
Hours: Dinner Wednesday – Monday, 5:30pm – 9:00pm Tuesday- Closed 
302 Centre Street, (904) 206-4311 | www.Ciaobistro-uca.com

David’s Restaurant 
Upscale dining, specializing in steaks and seafood.  
Hours: Lounge Opens 5:00pm. Full Bar Dinner: Daily 5:00 –10:00pm. 
802 Ash Street,  (904) 310-6049 | www.ameliaislanddavids.com

España 
Spain’s old world cuisine. Authentic tapas. Homemade Sangria.  
Indoor or outdoor dining. 
Hours: Nightly 5pm - 10pm.  
22 S. 4th Street, (904) 261-7700 | www.espanadowntown.com

Joe’s 2nd Street Bistro 
American cuisine - touch of Italian & Cajun. New Orleans-inspired courtyard. Full Bar. 
Hours: Dinner: Wednesday – Monday, 5:30pm – 9:30pm; Closed Tuesday. 
14 S. 2nd Street, (904) 321-2558 | www.joesbistro.com/dinner

LeClos 
Sophisticated country French.  Inside & outside seating. 
Hours: Tuesday - Saturday 5:30 - 9:00pm Closed Sunday and Monday. 
20 S. 2nd Street, (904) 261-8100 | wwww.leclos.com/menu

SALT at the Ritz-Carlton

4-person fishing boat

Coast at the Ritz-Carlton

Tarpon



OVERVIEW
Join us at the 72nd SSOMS meeting and take in the scenery 
under shady palm trees while enjoying resort pools, spa 
treatments, sandy beach and ocean at the Amelia Island Ritz 
Carlton. A tranquil resort on Florida’s northeast coast, The 
Ritz-Carlton, Amelia Island is an invitation to escape from the 
outside world and discover a new one. Set along 13 miles of 
beachfront, the hotel is an exploration in coastal treasures 
including the multi-faceted flavors of both salt and infused 
bourbon, the meditative movements of a hammock massage 
and the unspoiled natural beauty discovered while kayaking 
the Intracoastal Waterway.

• AAA Five Star Diamond Salt featuring farm-to-table cuisine and 
a chef’s table

• Full-service spa featuring the signature Heaven in a Hammock 
massage

•  18-hole championship golf course and private instruction at 
The Academy

 • Indoor and outdoor pools, direct beach access and private 
cabanas

 • Private balcony and ocean view in each guest room and suite

Ritz Carlton Amelia Island, FL
4750 Amelia Island Pkwy.
Fernandina Beach, FL 32034

Hotel Accommodations:  
Room rate: $369.00

Please visit the website, follow the instructions and secure 
your room immediately. 

https://book.passkey.com/go/SSOMSMeeting2021

or call 1-866-763-2960 and request special group rate for 
Southeastern Society of Oral and Maxillofacial Surgeons.

CONFERENCE REGISTRATION
Register at the link below.

https://www.123signup.com/register?id=kfxbr

RECEPTIONS
The opening reception will be held Wednesday, May 12 from 
6:30-7:30pm. We’ll also have a reception on Thursday, May 13 
from 6:30-7:30pm.
 
SPOUSES’ PROGRAM 
Join Kristin Pfeffle at the Spouse’s Breakfast on Thursday, 
May 13 to learn about the activities and tours planned for the 
meeting.

PAST PRESIDENTS’ ADVISORY MEETING
If you are a past president of SSOMS, we invite you to join us 
for Saturday morning at 7:00am. Registration required.

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION AND DINNER
The President’s Reception will be held Saturday, May 15 
from 6:00pm to 7:00pm followed by the dinner, awards and 
entertainment.  
Attire: Black Tie optional.

TRANSPORTATION
The closest airport (30 mins) is Jacksonville International 
Airport. For directions and suggestions please click here: 

https://www.ritzcarlton.com/en/hotels/florida/amelia-
island/hotel-overview/directions 

GOLF
Golf Chair Chris Kahn will oversee this year’s tournament which 
features a shotgun start on Friday afternoon at the Golf Club 
of Amelia Island.  The course is located a short walk from the 
hotel. Rental clubs are available. Includes a boxed lunch. 
Pricing: $235.00 per person

TENNIS TOURNAMENT
SSOMS President Bob Pfeffle will chair the tennis tournament 
to be held Thursday afternoon at the Ritz tennis complex.  The 
format will feature singles and mixed doubles. 
Pricing: $35.00 per person

ATTIRE
Attire for the conference is resort casual except fo the 
President’s Reception and Dinner which is black tie optional.

GENERAL INFORMATION


