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DESCRIPTION

This two-and-a-half day live symposium, 
which is the ninth in an annual series, has been 
designed to present and discuss the diagnosis 
and treatment paradigms for aortic diseases, 
including medical, endovascular, surgical, and 
hybrid options. Sessions topics will include 
Valve/Ascending, Arch/Carotid, DTAA, AAA, 
Dissection, PAD, Genetics/Imaging/Trauma, 
and TAAA.  

The scientific program was formulated by 
consulting the current literature and national 
data, in conjunction with the expertise of the 
Program Directors and esteemed faculty,  
and incorporating information gathered 
from online needs assessment surveys and 
evaluation outcomes.  

EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES

After attending the symposium, participants 
should be able to:

s �Understand the current management of acute/
chronic, symptomatic/asymptomatic, and 
complicated/uncomplicated aortic dissection

s �Examine updates from the latest trials for 
aortic dissection

s �Understand the current management of blunt 
thoracic aortic injury

s �Compare the latest results for open, hybrid, 
and endovascular repair for the transverse 
aortic arch

s �Review current management of the bicuspid 
aortic valve and its aortopathy

s �Understand the latest techniques in open 
and endovascular management of complex 
abdominal aortic aneurysms

s �Review the latest techniques for descending 
thoracic aortic aneurysm repair

u �Contrast open and endovascular  
techniques for thoracoabdominal aortic 
aneurysm management

u �Evaluate updates on recent advances  
in vascular genetics

u �Examine updates for the latest techniques  
in the management of vascular trauma  
and infections

u �Review the most recent results of 
transcatheter aortic valve replacement

u �Examine the current techniques in minimally 
invasive cardiac surgery

CME ACCREDITATION  
AND DESIGNATION

Promedica International is 
accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical 

Education (ACCME) to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

Promedica International designates this live 
activity for a maximum of 18.25 AMA PRA 
Category 1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim 
only the credit commensurate with the extent  
of their participation in the activity. 

Provider approved by the California Board  
of Registered Nursing, Provider #8495 for  
18.25 contact hours.

The American Board of Cardiovascular 
Perfusion (ABCP) has approved this symposium 
for a maximum of 19.42 Category 1 CEUs  
for March 3 (8.34 CEUs), March 4 (7.98 CEUs), 
and March 5 (3.10 CEUs). 

PROGRAM



FACULTY

TARGET AUDIENCE

This symposium is designed for vascular 
surgeons, cardiothoracic surgeons, 
interventional radiologists, cardiologists, 
anesthesiologists, physician assistants, nurse 
practitioners, perfusionists, and other health 
care professionals involved in the care and 
treatment of patients with aortic diseases.

ACTIVITY EVALUATION

Evaluation by online questionnaire will 
address content, presentation and future 
educational needs.

COMMERCIAL SUPPORT

This program is supported in part by educational 
grants and exhibits from industry, in accordance 
with the ACCME Standards for Commercial 
Support. At the time of printing, a complete list 
of commercial supporters was not available. 
Appropriate acknowledgement will be given to 
all supporters in meeting materials onsite.

ABSTRACT SUBMISSION

Original abstracts will be considered for oral/
video presentation and poster display when 
submitted online at  
www.promedicacme.com or  
www.houstonaorticsymposium.com.

Deadline for Abstract Submissions:  
January 22, 2016

Abstract Categories 

s Diagnosis

s Endovascular

s Etiology

s�Evaluation, Management, Surgery, Medicine

s Genetics

s Imaging

s�Natural History

s Pathology 

An Advanced Skills Workshop for Cardiothoracic Fellows will be  
held on Wednesday, March 2, 2016. Check www.promedicacme.com  
or www.houstonaorticsymposium.com for the agenda and further  
program information.
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2016 SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM

THURSDAY, MARCH 3

6:45 – 7:45 AM

Continental Breakfast,  
Registration,  
and View Exhibits

7:45 – 7:50 AM

Introduction
Hazim J. Safi, MD, and  
David D. McPherson, MD

7:50 – 8:00 AM

Opening Remarks

SESSION I:  
VALVE/ASCENDING

Moderators: Hazim J. Safi, MD,  
and David D. McPherson, MD

8:00 – 8:08 AM

Current Updates on TAVR
Michael J. Mack, MD

8:09 – 8:17 AM

Complex Minimally Invasive 
Aortic and Mitral Valve 
Surgery 
Joseph Lamelas, MD  

8:18 – 8:26 AM

Building a Minimally  
Invasive Valve Program
Tom C. Nguyen, MD

8:27 – 8:35 AM

Past, Present and Future  
of Transcatheter Valves
Isaac George, MD

8:36 – 8:44 AM

The Frozen Elephant Trunk 
for Type A Dissection
Li-Zhong Sun, MD

8:45 – 8:53 AM

Biomechanical Implications 
for Ascending Endografting
Rachel Clough, MD, PhD

8:54 – 9:02 AM

Endovascular  
Ascending Repair
Ali Khoynezhad, MD, PhD

9:03 – 9:11 AM

The Elephant Trunk Revisited
Marc Schepens, MD, PhD

9:12 – 9:20 AM

Distal Aortic Remodeling 
After Type A Dissection
Robert Rhee, MD

9:21 – 9:29 AM

Minimally Invasive  
Cardiac Surgery:  
The Chinese Experience
Chunsheng Wang, MD

9:30 – 9:38 AM

Bicuspid Aortic Valve
Siddharth Prakash, MD, PhD

9:39 – 10:10 AM

Panel Discussion

10:10 – 10:30 AM

Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION II:  
ARCH/CAROTID

Moderators:   
Michel S. Makaroun, MD, and 
Kristopher M. Charlton-Ouw, MD

10:30 – 10:38 AM

Challenges for TEVAR  
in the Arch 
Dittmar Böckler, MD, PhD

10:39 – 10:47 AM

Single Arm Branched Grafts 
for the Thoracic Arch
Michel S. Makaroun, MD

10:48 – 10:56 AM

Endovascular Arch Repair
Stéphan Haulon, MD, PhD

10:57 – 11:05 AM

Early Results of Nexus  
Stent Graft in Aortic Arch 
Aneurysm Treatment
Mario Louis Lachat, MD

11:06 – 11:14 AM

Hybrid Arch Repair 
Jehangir J. Appoo, MDCM

11:15 – 11:23 AM

Current and Future Role of 
Chimney and Parallel Grafts 
for Arch Repair
Frank J. Criado, MD

11:24 – 11:32 AM

CAS vs. CEA:  
How Do You Decide?
Wesley S. Moore, MD

11:33 – 11:41 AM

Despite Current  
Evidence, the Outlook  
for CAS is Bright
Frank J. Veith, MD

11:42 AM – 12:00 PM

Panel Discussion

12:00 – 1:00 PM

Lunch



SESSION III:  
DTAA

Moderators: Ron Fairman, MD, 
and Naveed U. Saqib, MD

1:00 – 1:08 PM

Thoracic Aortic  
Aneurysm & Dissection: 
Scope of the Problem
Richard B. Devereux, MD

1:09 – 1:17 PM

Secondary Interventions 
after TEVAR
Ron Fairman, MD

1:18 – 1:26 PM

Hybrid TEVAR
Gilbert UpChurch, Jr., MD

1:27 – 1:35 PM

In situ Laser Fenestration  
of the LSA during TEVAR
Jean M. Panneton, MD

1:36 – 1:44 PM

How to Prevent  
Cranial Migration of  
Thoracic Endografts
Vincent Riambau, MD, PhD

1:45 – 1:53 PM

Access Challenges  
for TEVAR
Ross Milner, MD

1:54 – 2:02 PM

Mona LSA in TEVAR
Frank R. Arko, III, MD

2:03 – 2:11 PM

LSCA Bypass  
vs. Transposition
Mark K. Eskandari, MD

2:12 – 2:20 PM

Reducing Stroke and 
Paraplegia after TEVAR
Kristofer M. Charlton-Ouw, MD

2:21 – 2:29 PM

Robotics in Vascular  
Surgery
Nicholas J.W. Cheshire, MD

2:30 – 3:00 PM

Discussion

3:00 – 3:30 PM

Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION IV:  
AAA

Moderators:  
Ronald L. Dalman, MD,  
and Maria Codreanu, MD

3:30 – 3:38 PM

Long Term Outcomes  
of EVAR
Timur P. Sarac, MD

3:39 – 3:47 PM

RAAA Repair
R. Clement Darling III, MD

3:48 – 3:56 PM

Chimney/Snorkel vs.  
Fenestrated/Branched  
for Juxtarenal AAA:  
How Do You Decide?
Ronald L. Dalman, MD

3:57 – 4:05 PM

Open Repair for  
Juxtarenal AAA
Luis A. Sanchez, MD

4:06 – 4:14 PM

Endovascular Aneurysm 
Sealing (EVAS):  
Does It Work?
Edward Woo, MD

4:15 – 4:23 PM

Fenestrated Repair  
after Failed Open and  
Endovascular AAA Repair
Tim Resch, MD, PhD

4:24 – 4:32 PM

Role of EndoAnchors for 
Securing the Aortic Device
William Jordan, MD

4:33 – 4:41 PM

Surgical Treatment  
of Infected Endografts
Samuel R. Money, MD, MBA

4:42 – 4:50 PM

How to Make EVAR More 
Cost-Efficient
W. Charles Sternbergh, III, MD

4:51 – 4:59 PM

Management of  
Type 2 Endoleaks
Murray L. Shames, MD

5:00 – 5:30 PM

Panel Discussion

5:30 PM

Adjourn



FRIDAY, MARCH 4

7:00 – 7:50 AM

Continental Breakfast  
and View Exhibits

7:50 – 8:00 AM

Opening Remarks

SESSION V:  
DISSECTION

Moderators:  
Ali Azizzadeh, MD,   
and Matt Thompson, MD

8:00 – 8:08 AM

Natural History of Type B 
Aortic Dissection
Christopher J. Kwolek, MD

8:09 – 8:17 AM

The Misconception  
of Uncomplicated  
Aortic Dissection
Christoph A. Nienaber, MD, PhD

8:18 – 8:26 AM

TEVAR for Acute  
Complicated  
Aortic Dissection
Michael D. Dake, MD

8:27 – 8:35 AM

Timing of TEVAR for  
Uncomplicated Dissection
Matt Thompson, MD

8:36 – 8:44 AM

Managing the False Lumen
Tilo Kölbel, MD, PhD

8:45 – 8:53 AM

Update on IRAD 
Kim A. Eagle, MD

8:54 – 9:02 AM

Total Endovascular Repair 
of Chronic Type B Aortic 
Dissections
Eric Verhoeven, MD, PhD

9:03 – 9:11 AM

Update on STABLE Trial
Joseph Lombardi, MD

9:12 – 9:20 AM

Branch Remodeling  
following TEVAR for Type B 
Aortic Dissection
Fred A. Weaver, MD, MMM

9:21 – 9:29 AM

Open Repair for  
Chronic Dissection
Anthony Estrera, MD

9:30 – 10:00 AM

Panel Discussion

10:00 – 10:20 AM

Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION VI:  
PAD

Moderators:  
Joseph L. Mills, Sr., MD,  
and Gordon H. Martin, MD

10:20 – 10:28 AM

Classification and  
Algorithm for Treatment of 
Limb Threatening Ischemia
Joseph L. Mills, Sr., MD

10:29 – 10:37 AM

Is Endovascular First  
Strategy Justified?
Michael S. Conte, MD

10:38 – 10:46 AM

When and Why I Use  
Drug Coated Balloons  
and/or Stents
Peter A. Schneider, MD

10:47 – 10:55 AM

Why We Need a PAD Trial
Matthew Menard, MD

10:56 – 11:04 AM

Is Angiosome  
Revascularization  
Worthwhile?
Brian G. Rubin, MD

11:05 – 11:13 AM

Dual Antiplatelet Therapy 
Saves Lives after Limb  
Revascularization
Marc Schermerhorn, MD

11:14 – 11:22 AM

Tips and Tricks for CTO’s
Ali Amin, MD, RVT

11:23 AM – 12:00 PM

Panel Discussion

12:00 – 1:00 PM

Lunch 

SESSION VII: 
GENETICS/IMAGING/
TRAUMA/TECHNOLOGY

Moderators: 
Alan B. Lumsden, MD,  
and Sheila M. Coogan, MD

1:00 – 1:08 PM

Gene Based Management 
of Aortic Disease
Dianna M. Milewicz, MD, PhD

1:09 – 1:17 PM

Vascular Surgery in  
Syndromic Patients
James H. Black, MD

1:18 – 1:26 PM 

Arterial Thoracic  
Outlet Syndrome
Robert W. Thompson, MD

1:27 – 1:35 PM

Future of Vascular Imaging
Alan B. Lumsden, MD



1:36 – 1:44 PM

EVAR with Iliac  
Branch Devices
Darren B. Schneider, MD

1:45 – 1:53 PM

How to Decrease Radiation 
Dose and Improve Patient 
Safety during Complex  
Endovascular Procedures
Melissa L. Kirkwood, MD

1:54 – 2:02 PM

Traumatic Aortic Injury: 
Update from the Aortic 
Trauma Foundation
Joseph J. DuBose, MD

2:03 – 2:11 PM

A Septotomy Catheter  
for Aortic Dissection
Ramon Berguer, MD, PhD

2:12 – 2:20 PM

Resuscitative  
Endovascular Balloon  
Occlusion for Trauma
Col. Todd E. Rasmussen, MD

2:21 – 2:40 PM

Panel Discussion

2:40 – 3:00 PM

Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION VIII:  
TAAA

Moderators:  
Gustavo S. Oderich, MD,  
and Anthony Estrera, MD 

3:00 – 3:08 PM

Endovascular TAAA Repair: 
Lessons Learned from the 
Cleveland Clinic Experience
Matthew J. Eagleton, MD

3:09 – 3:17 PM

Initial Experience with  
an Off the Shelf  
Thoracoabdominal  
Branch Device
Pierre Galvagni Silveira, MD, PhD

3:18 – 3:26 PM

Strategies to Minimize  
Spinal Cord Injury with  
Endovascular TAAA Repair
Gustavo S. Oderich, MD

3:27 – 3:35 PM

Sandwich Grafts for TAAA: 
Advantages, Disadvantages, 
and Limitations
Armando de Carvalho Lobato, MD, PhD

3:36 – 3:44 PM

PSIDE of the Visceral  
Manifold for Endovascular 
TAAA Repair
Patrick Kelly, MD

3:45 – 3:53 PM

Does Branch Choice Matter 
in Endovascular TAAA
W. Anthony Lee, MD

3:54 – 4:02 PM

Open TAAA Repair:  
The Japanese Perspective
Yutaka Okita, MD

4:03 – 4:11 PM

Advanced Imaging  
Techniques for  
Endovascular TAAA Repair
Adam W. Beck, MD

4:12 – 4:20 PM

Quarter Century of  
Organ Protection in Open 
TAAA Repair
Hazim J. Safi, MD

4:21 – 5:00 PM

Panel Discussion

5:00 PM

Adjourn

SATURDAY, MARCH 5

7:30 – 8:25 AM

Continental Breakfast  
& Registration

8:25 – 8:30 AM

Opening Remarks

SESSION IX:  
ABSTACT SESSION

Moderators: 
Charles C. Miller, III, PhD,  
Eyal E. Porat, MD, and  
Christopher A. Durham, MD

8:30 – 9:30 AM

Abstract Presentations

9:30 – 10:00 AM

Break/View Posters

10:00 – 11:25 AM

Abstract Presentations

11:25 – 11:30 AM

Closing Remarks
Hazim J. Safi, MD
David D. McPherson, MD
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To register online for The Houston Aortic Symposium, please visit www.promedicacme.com  
or www.houstonaorticsymposium.com 

LOCATION

The symposium will be held at the Westin Oaks Hotel  
in Houston, Texas. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

A group rate of $235 + tax for single or double 
occupancy has been made available at the Westin Oaks 
Hotel. To make your reservation at the group rate, please 
go to www.promedicacme.com for the link,  or you may 
call the hotel directly at (800) 228-3000 or  
(713) 960-8100. All reservations must be made by 
February 8, 2016 to receive the group rate. 

PAYMENT

Registration fees may be paid by credit card using Visa, 
MasterCard, American Express or Discover. Fees may 
also be paid by check, payable to Promedica International 
CME in US dollars, drawn on a US bank.

REFUNDS

All cancellations must be submitted in writing and 
refunds will be subject to a $100 administrative charge. 
Cancellations will not be accepted over the phone.  
No refunds will be given after January 22, 2016.

SOCIAL EVENT

The following event has been arranged for participants:

Welcome Reception and Registration 
Wednesday, March 2, 2016 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Grand Foyer, 3rd Level at the Westin Oaks Hotel

REGISTRATION FEE INFORMATION

Registration fee includes tuition, continental  
breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, reception and scientific 
program materials. 

$795 �Physician/Industry through January 22, 2016  
$895 �Physician/Industry after January 22, 2016 
$495 �Resident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician through  

January 22, 2016  
$595 �Resident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician after  

January 22, 2016  

To register, please visit www.promedicacme.com or  
www.houstonaorticsymposium.com, or return the following 
form by mail or fax to:

Promedica International CME 
300 Carlsbad Village Drive, Ste 108A-326 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
Phone: (760) 720-2263  Fax: (760) 720-6263 
Email: Lsteigerwald@promedicacme.com 

http://www.promedicacme.com
http://www.houstonaorticsymposium.com
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