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Dear colleagues!

FOCUS: Valve is the annual educational event at Innsbruck 
Medical University dedicated to the dissemination and 
development of minimally invasive heart valve surgery. While 
interventional techniques for valve replacement and valve 
repair are blooming there is still ample room to improve and 
increase the use of conventional surgical techniques for 
replacement and repair by minimal invasive access. 

Ludwig Müller Michael Grimm

 INNSBRUCK | AUSTRIA 
SEPTEMBER 11 – 14, 2016

www.focusvalve.org

To provide the best available treatment to our patients we are continuously challenged to develop 
and advance our surgical performance for outstanding long term results, less perioperative 
complications and maximum patient comfort and acceptance. This will only be achieved by 
increasing the numbers of successful minimally invasive operations.

FOCUS: Valve – Practice Course for Minimally Invasive Valve Surgery comprises life surgeries, 
state-of-the-art lectures and wet-lab training in minimally invasive surgery for surgeons at any level 
from newcomers to experts. An international faculty of outstanding experts will deliver lectures on 
selected topics of valve repair and replacement as well as premier performance of live surgeries.

FOCUS: Valve 2016 will specifically focus on basic skills in minimally invasive access to the 
mitral, tricuspid and aortic valve, Afib surgery and minimally invasive aortic root operations.

Live surgeries will be transmitted from the OR using latest technology 3D videoendoscopic 
equipment to demonstrate basic and advanced surgical techniques and technology with room for 
live discussions with the surgeons on specific topics of the surgery.
The program addresses all members of the Heart Team.

Abstract sessions will give us a chance to share experiences with the delegates.

At the Rising Stars Forum, younger cardiac surgeons will discuss a specific topics with experienced 
specialists in a relaxed atmosphere.

Focus valve is also part of the "Second Level Master in Innovations 
In Cardiac Surgery" of Sant Anna Scuola Superiore – Pisa, Italy.

Dear colleagues!

The increasing importance of interventional techniques is stimulating the 
development less invasive surgical procedures as well as incorporation 
of transcatheter techniques into the surgical portfolio.

FOCUS Valve 2017 therefore will be dedicated to the newest 
developments and techniques in minimally invasive surgical and 
interventional treatment of heart valve disease.

We are convinced that cardiac surgeons should not restrict themselves to the classical surgical techniques – 
be it by minimally invasive or by the traditional full sternotomy approach - but should adopt also the recent 
interventional techniques. To meet these challenges we will offer workshops on interventional valve therapies.

Above that the main focus of the meeting will be on minimally invasive surgical techniques for the aortic, 
mitral and tricuspid valves.

Advanced minimally invasive techniques will be transmitted live from our OR using 3D imaging technology 
thoughout. Surgeons of international renown from various European centers with highest expertise in minimally 
invasive surgery as well as from our own department will perform live surgeries during two days. In addition 
presentations of recent developments as well as techniques in minimally invasive surgery and interactive 
discussions will be held.

Delegates who register for the wetlab will have the possibility to train endoscopic techniques using direct 
vision, 2D imaging and also 3D videoendosopic equipment during the WETLAB sessions.

TEE for surgeons is aiming to provide basic and advanced information on intraoperative TEE with theoretical 
presentations and live demonstrations in the OR.

FOCUS Valve is part of a four module educational program in minimally invasive valve surgery offered by the 
Department of Cardiac Surgery of Medical University Innsbruck comprising presentations and live surgeries 
(Module I), wetlab training (Module II), team visits to our OR by separate appointment (Module III) and local 
proctoring on request (Modul IV).

The venue of FOCUS Valve 2017 will be the Main Auditorium in the Surgery Building of Innsbruck University 
Hospital.

We are looking forward to welcoming you in Innsbruck!
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COURSE LOCATION 
Medical University Innsbruck,
Chirurgie (Building no. 8),
Grosser Hörsaal
Entrance Innerkoflerstrasse
6020 Innsbruck, Austria

CONGRESS CONTACT
Medical University Innsbruck
Department of Heart Surgery 
Anichstrasse 35
6020 Innsbruck, Austria
Gabriele Wagner 
Phone: 	 +43 512 504–22349
Email: 	 gabriele.wagner@tirol-kliniken.at

CONGRESS ORGANIZER

HSEC GmbH & Co KG
Health Service and Education 
Nobilegasse 23 – 25
1150 Vienna, Austria 
Phone:	 +43 1 867 49 44–21 
Mobile: 	+43 699 16029527 
Fax:    	 +43 1 867 49 44–9 
Email: 	 office@ee-hsec.org
Web:	 www.ee-hsec.org

COURSE DIRECTORS
Ludwig MÜLLER
Michael GRIMM
Department of Heart Surgery, 
Medical University, Innsbruck

GENERAL INFORMATION

INNSBRUCK | AUSTRIA
SEPTEMBER 10 - 13, 2017

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
•	Minimally invasive access to aortic, mitral and 

tricuspid valves
•	Repair techniques for mitral and tricuspid valve
•	Indications and contraindications for minimally 

invasive access
•	Choice of access route
•	Trouble shooting
•	Wire skills for surgeons
•	Newest transcatheter technology for aortic, 

mitral and tricuspid valves
•	Indications and contraindications for 

transcatheter interventions
•	Wetlab training
•	3D videoendoscopy
•	Intraoperative echocardiography for surgeons
•	Education in minimally invasive valve surgery
•	Setting up minimally invasive program
•	Pathophysiology and ablative treatment of atrial 

fibrillation
•	Role of the heart team

SCIENTIFIC SECRETARY
Nikolaos Bonaros
Department of Heart Surgery, 
Medical University, Innsbruck
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Sunday, September 10th, 2017

13:00 – 18:00	 Presentations and workshop on TAVI
		  Presentations and workshop on interventional mitral valve therapies
		  Presentations and workshop on surgical treatment of atrial fibrillation

Monday, September 11th, 2017

09:00 – 13:00	 Two live surgeries (3D) mitral, tricuspid, aortic valve. 
		  Simultaneous: small group workshops

13:00 – 14:00	 Lunch Symposium I

14:00 – 18:00	 Live surgery (3D). Simultaneous: small group workshops

Tuesday, September 12th, 2017

09:00 – 13:00	 Two live surgeries (3D). Simultaneous: small group workshops

13:00 – 14:00	 Lunch Symposium II

14:00 – 18:00	 Live surgery (3D). Simultaneous: small group workshops

Wednesday, September 13th, 2017

08:00 – 12:00 	 Workshop TEE for surgeons

09:00 – 12:00 	 Wetlab MICS mitral valve repair and replacement

13:00 – 16:00 	 Wetlab MICS mitral valve repair and replacement

09:00 – 16:00 	 Animal Lab: transcatheter aortic valve implantation in pigs

PRELIMINARY PROGRAM

INNSBRUCK | AUSTRIA
SEPTEMBER 10 - 13, 2017
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PLEASE COMPLETE AND FAX OR E-MAIL TO: fax: +43 1 8674944 - 9 /registration@ee-hsec.org

Ms Mr Title ...................................................................PERSONAL DATA  (please complete in clear print) 

First name ........................................................................... 

E-mail ...................................................................... 

Phone ...................................................................... 

Last  name    ............................................................................................................. 

Date of birth ......................................................................................................... 

Fax    ......................................................................................................................... 

Professio medical specialist / trainee for the 

nurse 

The following address 

med. technician 

hospital / 

industry 

private 

..................................................................................

..................................................................................
Institution  ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Department  /  Position    ................................................................................................................................................................................................ 

Street  .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................. 

Zip code / City / Country ...................................................................................................................................................................................... 

CONGRESS REGISTRATION until 13.08.2017 after 13.08.2017 fees in € (Euro) 

I register for Training Course 

Hands-on WETLAB 
or 

€ 780,– 

€ 400,– 

€ 880,– 

€ 450,– 

....................................

....................................morning 09:00 – 13:00 
afternoon  14:00 – 18:00 

intraoperative TEE morning € 400,– € 450,– ....................................
Registration is limited to 14 participants in each workshop. 

I will participate Social evening 1 pers. 2 pers. € 45,–/pers. ....................................
(contribution towards expenses) 

Prices in Euro including 20% VAT ......................................... Total regestration fees 

Registration Fees include admittance to Scientific Sessions (incl. coffee and lunch breaks) Prices in Euro including 20 %

VAT-ID-No.    ........................................................................................ INVOICE DATA  (if different to personal data) 

Institution       ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................... 

Attn.    ..................................................................................... Department     ...................................................................................... 

Street / Zip code / City / Country ...................................................................................................................................................................... 

Phone .................................................................................. Email    ................................................................................................... 

PAYMENT Bank transfer* (after receipt of the invoice; exempt from charges for the recipient)

Credit card*  Visa MasterCard 

Holder (name and signature)    ..................................................................................................................................................... 

City and date ............................................................. Signature ......................................................................................................

Your personal data will be recorded electronically to inform you about future medical conferences in cooperation with HSEC – Health Service and Education. Cancellation must 

be done in writing to the congress secretariat before August 13th, 2017. The registration fee will be refunded less € 50,– service fee. There is no refund after August 13th, 2017 or 

in case of no notice. You will receive your registration confirmation after receipt of payment.

www.focusvalve.org 

 

 

  

* You will receive an e-mail with payment instructions after submitting this form filled in.


