
Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry

Annual Meeting
January 13 - 15, 2023

Grand Hyatt, Buckhead-Atlanta

Building a Better Appointment
The Nuts and Bolts of 

Pediatric Dental Sedation
The course will breakdown the fundamental pieces involved in the assessment of the pediatric dental 
patient for sedation.  Topics will include an in depth review of key physiologic aspects related to safe patient 
selection related to nitrous oxide and minimal to moderate sedation.  Various sedations medications, 
combinations and their interaction with commonly prescribed medications in the pediatric population will 
be reviewed.  The course will also offer an in depth review of sedation monitors, discharge criteria and 
emergency scenarios and office preparedness.

Sign in at 
Registration Desk

No scanning this year

Registration

Scan to register
or

Course Tuition: 
Members: $595.00
Non- Members $695.00 
Staff- $295.00
Students - No Charge Full 
Time Faculty -$75.00 
Retired Members - $50.00

Register online at:
https://www.conftrac.com/#/registration/attendee/?domain=SSPD23

or mail this form with payment 
 to:        SSPD
              6307 Colebrook Road
              Richmond, VA 23227-1611

Participant Name(s) ___________________________________________________________

Address_____________________________________________________________________

City_________________________________________ State_________ Zip______________

Phone______________________________________________________________________

Email_______________________________________________________________________

For additional information contact:

Kimberly Brooks, Executive Secretary
804-475-9551 Email: kimberlybrooks716@gmail.com 

The Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry designates this activity for 14.75 continuing education credits.
Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry is an ADA CERP Recognized Provider approved by American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry. ADA CERP is a service 
of the American Dental Association to assist dental professionals in identifying quality providers of continuing dental education. ADA CERP does not approve 
or endorse individual courses or instructors, nor does it imply acceptance of credit hours by boards of dentistry Concerns or complaints about a CE provider 
may be directed to the provider or to ADA CERP at www.ada.org/cerp.org . The Programs Committee nor the Central Office of the SSPD have no relevant 
financial relationships to disclose. 

Jonathan Jackson, Executive Director 
404-255-8443 Email: jmjdmd@hotmail.com

Breakfast and Breaks Daily

Cancellation  Fee:
Cancellations must be in writing and 
received by SSPD at least seven days 
in advance of the time registration 
opens at the meeting.

Cancellations will be assessed a $50 
administration fee.

Refunds will be processed after the 
meeting.

Grand Hyatt Atlanta 
in  Buckhead

3300 Peachtree Road NE
Atlanta, GA 30305

1-404-237-1234

Room rates $243.00 a night

Dates Jan 13-15, 2023

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/
group-booking/ATLGH/G-SS23

https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/ATLGH/G-SS23
https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/ATLGH/G-SS23


SSPD Friday & Saturday January 13th & 14th, 2023 
8:30-5:30

Speakers: Drs. Thikkurissy and Bahn

Educational Objectives: Together, Drs. Thikkurissy and Bahn’s course will breakdown the fundamental pieces 
involved in the assessment of the pediatric dental patient for sedation.  Topics will provide attendees with 
an in-depth review of key physiologic aspects related to safe patient selection related to nitrous oxide and 
minimal to moderate sedation.  Various sedations medications, combinations, and their interaction with 
commonly prescribed medications in the pediatric population will be reviewed.  The course will also offer an 
in-depth review of sedation monitors, discharge criteria and emergency scenarios and office preparedness.

1/13 Friday morning Dr. Thikkurissy with review 

*Child and Parental Assessment
*Patient Selection Algorithm
*Patient Physical Assessment
*Obesity

Friday afternoon Dr. Bahn will review

*Informed Consent/Record Keeping
*Local Anesthesia
*Sedation Delivery Modalities
*Sedation Medications/Combos (Including Nitrous Oxide)

1/14. Saturday morning Dr. Bahn will review

*Pharmacodynamics
*Pediatric Medication Interactions
*Sedation Medications/Combos
*Monitors (not including Capno)

Saturday afternoon Dr. Thikkurissy with review

*Monitors (Capnography)
*Postoperative and Discharge
*Emergency Preparedness

SSPD Sunday January 15th, 2023 
8:30-Noon

Presented by Pediatric Dental Anesthesia Associates (PDAA)
Speakers: Drs. Knipper, Watson, Plagenhoef

Course: Advanced IV Sedation Topics for Pediatric Dentistry

Description: The 3 hour presentation will be three 40 minute sessions with 10 minutes for questions/discussions 
and a 10 minute break between sessions.

This course provides in depth discussion of advanced IV Sedation Topics including the management of 
uncommon patient conditions, the AAPD policy/guidelines for selecting anesthesia providers and options for 
Airway Management during IV Sedation.

Educational Objectives: to provide the members of the Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry with an in 
depth understanding of critical issues relating to pediatric anesthesia care in the pediatric dental office.
Identify and describe certain uncommon patient conditions and how to safely care for these patients.
Review AAPD policy/guidelines for selecting anesthesia providers for in office IV Sedation/general anesthesia
Understand how to evaluate the pediatric training and experience of various anesthesia providers for providing 
anesthesia sedation services in your office
Understand the anatomy, physiology, safety and efficiency of different airway management strategies during 
anesthesia in children.

*Registration: Friday and Saturday -7:30 am with daily Breakfast
* Members Breakfast Business Meeting Saturday 7:30 am



FRIDAY January 13
 8:30-10:00AM Dr. Sarat Thikkurissy- Child and Parental Assessment; Patient Selection Algorithm
10:00-10:30AM Break
10:30AM-Noon Dr. Sarat Thikkurissy- Patient Physical Assessment; Obesity
Noon-1:00PM Residents Lunch & Learn – Pediatric Dental Anesthesia Associates –Topic “Working with PDAA”
2:00-3:30PM Dr. Paul Bahn - Informed Consent/Record Keeping; Local Anesthesia
3:30-4:00PM Break
4:00-5:30PM Dr. Paul Bahn - Sedation Delivery Modalities; Sedation Medications/Combos (Including Nitrous Oxide)

SATURDAY January 14
8:30-10:00AM Dr. Paul Bahn - Pharmacodynamics ; Pediatric Medication Interactions

10:00-10:30AM Break
10:30AM-Noon Dr. Paul Bahn - Sedation Medications/Combos; Monitors (not including Capno)
Noon-2:00PM Residents Lunch 
2:00-3:30PM Dr. Sarat Thikkurissy- Monitors (Capnography); Postoperative and Discharge
3:30-4:00PM Break
4:00-5:30PM Dr. Sarat Thikkurissy- Emergency Preparedness

SUNDAY January 15
8:30-9:10AM Dr. Emily Knipper, MD - Red Flag Conditions: Patients with increased Risk for Sedation

9:30-10:20AM Dr. Jeff Plagenhoef, MD - AAPD Policy/Guidelines for Selecting Anesthesia Providers for the Delivery of Office-Based Deep 
Sedation/General Anesthesia

10:30-10:45AM Break
10:45AM-Noon Dr. Robert Watson, MD - Natural Airway vs. Tracheal Intubation: Options for Airway Management during Anesthesia for Dental Treatment

Speaker Bios

Speaker Bios

EMILY KNIPPER, M.D. will speak about a “Red Flag Conditions: Patients with 
Increased Risk for Sedation “
Dr. Knipper received her medical degree from the Wake Forest School of Medicine, in North Carolina, 
and then completed a residency in Anesthesiology at the University of Virginia and a fellowship in 
Pediatric Anesthesia at Seattle Children‘s Hospital in Seattle, WA. As an Attending Physician at Seattle 
Children’s Hospital, she has been first author on several papers, participated in funded research, 
and participated actively in resident and fellow education. Dr. Knipper is board-certified in both the 
specialty of anesthesiology and the subspecialty of pediatric anesthesiology. 

Dr. Knipper joined PDAA in 2021 and provides IV Sedation Services in Charlotte NC and surrounding 
areas.

JEFF PLAGENHOEF, MD will speak about “AAPD Policy/Guidelines for Selecting 
Anesthesia Providers for the Delivery of Office-Based Deep Sedation/General 
Anesthesia”

Dr.  Plagenhoef received his medical degree from the Medical College of Georgia, and completed his 
anesthesiology residency, focusing on cardiac anesthesia, at the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
(UAB) including being selected Chief Resident. His residency pediatric training was at the Children’s 
Hospital of Alabama. Dr. Plagenhoef is board-certified specialty of anesthesiology.

At the national leadership level, Dr. Plagenhoef served in numerous leadership positions within the 
American Society of Anesthesiologists (ASA). He served on ASA’s Administrative Council and Executive 
Committees from 2012-2018, including serving as 1st Vice President, President Elect, President and 
Immediate Past President. One of many patient safety initiatives he was passionate about during his 
national leadership was that of improving dental office anesthesia safety for children.

Dr.  Plagenhoef joined PDAA in 2020 and is/has provided IV sedation services in AL, AR, MS, TN and 
TX.

ROBERT WATSON, MD will speak on the topic of “Natural Airway vs. Tracheal 
Intubation: Options for Airway Management during Anesthesia for Dental 
Treatment”

Dr. Watson received his medical degree from the University of Alabama School of Medicine in 
Birmingham, Alabama. He completed his anesthesiology residency training at the University of 
Alabama at Birmingham and received his pediatric anesthesiology training at the Children’s Hospital of 
Alabama.
Upon completion of his training, Dr. Watson spent thirteen years providing anesthesia care at the 
University of South Alabama Children’s and Women’s Hospital as well as at USA Health University 
Hospital. While at the University of South Alabama, he gave numerous lectures and actively 
participated in the clinical education of medical students and resident physicians. Dr. Watson is board-
certified in both the specialty of anesthesiology and the subspecialty of pediatric anesthesiology. 

Dr. Watson joined PDAA in 2019 and provides IV sedation services to pediatric dental patients in south 
Alabama and the Florida Panhandle.

Dr. Sarat Thikkurissy 
Dr. S.Thikkurissy is Professor and The Robert Creedon Endowed Chair of Dentistry at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital. 
Thikkurissy obtained his D.D.S. from New York University. He completed the program in Advanced Education in General 
Dentistry (AEGD-1)  at Wright Patterson and was active duty in the U.S. Air Force for eight years: including serving as chief 
of pediatric dentistry at Ramstein AFB in Germany. Thikkurissy obtained his certificate in pediatric dentistry/master’s 
degree from The Ohio State University. Thikkurissy is a diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry. He is the 
current chair of the AAPD Committee on Sedation and Anesthesia, and AAPD representative on the ADA Committee 
on Dental Education and Licensure group on Sedation. Additionally, he has served on the American Board of Pediatric 
Dentistry Examination committee. In 2017 he was awarded the AAPD Pediatric Dentist of the Year award, and in 2019 
was named the Aubrey Rose Foundation ‘Above and Beyond Doctor’ for his work with special needs populations. He has 
published in the areas of, morbidities, quality of life and pain management in children

Paul A. Bahn, III, DMD
Dr. Bahn is a graduate of the Temple University School of Dentistry (2006-magna cum laude) and Temple
University Hospital-Episcopal Division (2008) with his pediatric dental certificate. During his second year in residency, 
he served as the chief resident. He is the former clinical program director and current program director for the Temple 
University Hospital-Northeastern Campus Pediatric Dental Resident Program. The program is one the largest pediatric 
dental residency in the United States, consisting of 20 pediatric dental residents. The program performs over 2,200 oral 
conscious sedations each year.

Previously he was awarded the American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry (AAPD) Master Clinician Scholarship and is 
currently appointed to the AAPD’s Speakers Bureau. He currently serves as an Oral Board Examiner for the American 
Board of Pediatric Dentistry (ABPD) and is board certified by the ABPD and the American Board of Laser Surgery (ABLS).

Clinically he enjoys teaching and performing various routes of conscious sedation, advanced restorative options and 
techniques for hypomineralized and hypoplastic molars and the utilization of a carbon dioxide laser in pediatric dentistry.




