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Dear Colleagues, 
Planning for the 2017 Nurse Anesthesia 
Annual Congress is nearing completion. 
Once you see all of the fantastic 
educational sessions lined up, we’re 
sure you’ll agree that this year’s Annual 
Congress will present some of the most 
interactive, immersive, and cutting-edge 
learning opportunities ever offered by 
the AANA.

Join us September 8-12, 2017, in Seattle, 
for our profession’s premier educational, 
professional, and social event! At the 
Annual Congress, you’ll hear the finest 
speakers, receive the most meaningful 
education, and have the opportunity to 
network with CRNAs and SRNAs from 
around the country. Here are some 
exciting highlights to look forward to:

•	 Educational experiences like none 
other: a new Business of Anesthesia 
and the Fundamentals of Practice 
Management Track as well as sessions 
that focus on timely topics such as the 
opioid crisis and enhanced recovery 
after surgery

•	 A new welcome reception to kick off the Annual Congress

•	 A celebration of Agatha Hodgins’ 140th birthday and 
long-lasting legacy

•	 A comprehensive and up-to-date AANA Meetings app. 
Use it to find all convention information. We invite you 
to download it now (search for “AANA Meetings” in the 
Apple App store or the Google Play store) to learn all 
about this year’s Congress. See you in Seattle!

Sincerely, 

Cheryl Nimmo, DNP,  
MSHSA, CRNA
President, FY 2016-17

Cheryl Nimmo, DNP, 
MSHSA, CRNA

Jan Setnor, MSN, 
CRNA

Jan Setnor, MSN, CRNA
Chair, FY 2016-17
Professional Development 
Committee

Kick-Off Orientation  
& Networking

Social Media & Mobile App

Get to Know Your Annual Congress
Friday  |  September 8  
6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Join us for a fast-paced, visual, and interactive overview of 
the educational and entertainment opportunities available. 
Enjoy rapid-fire speakers, an energizing video, networking 
opportunities, and trivia prizes at this get-acquainted and 
get-acclimated event you won’t want to miss! 

Share your experiences 
with your peers on social 
media directly from the 
AANA Meetings app! Look 
for the Twitter, Facebook, 
and Instagram icons. Don’t 
forget to use #AANA2017 
when you post so your 
message will be easily 
found in a search.

AANA Business Meeting — A New 
Way to Participate
Saturday  |  September 9 

A quorum of 200 members representing 25 states 
is required to conduct the business meeting. For 
the first time, at the conclusion of the live streamed 
meeting, an email invitation will be sent to ALL eligible 
members of the association to vote on the proposed 
bylaw amendments and resolutions. Please join your 
colleagues in hearing the reports of your leadership and 
conducting the important business of the association.
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Pre-Congress Workshops

Airway on Demand 
William H. Rosenblatt, MD

Friday  |  September 8  
7:00 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.

The workshop will provide didactic and hands-on 
instruction to reinforce learned knowledge and skills. 
William H. Rosenblatt, MD, an expert in airway 
management, will present airway management best 

practices under normal and emergent conditions. The morning 
session features lectures followed by two hours of lab time 
using state-of-the-art airway equipment and pig tracheas. 

Fundamentals in Perioperative 
Transesophageal Echocardiogram  
(TEE) Workshop  
John Shields, DNP, CRNA

Friday  |  September 8  
7:15 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.  
11:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.

With didactic and hands-on learning opportunities, 
this workshop addresses a knowledge gap for 
CRNAs who may have limited experience using 
cardiac and TEE simulation tools, as well as 

intraoperative recordings to monitor cardiac function in real 
time. John Shields, DNP, CRNA, is an expert in the field of 
TEE. Select a time that works for you — this workshop will be 
offered in the morning and again in the afternoon.

Obstetric Anesthesia Hands-on Workshop 
Charles A. Reese, PhD, CRNA, NC, USN (Ret)
Michael Rieker, DNP, CRNA, FAAN

Friday | September 8 
7:45 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

Join the expert faculty of this popular 
workshop as they address clinical 
applications of obstetric analgesia/
anesthesia. This workshop includes a 

lecture format that will cover normal and abnormal 
physiology of pregnancy and techniques. 

NEW!   Neuromuscular Monitoring Workshop
Mark D. Welliver, DNP, CRNA, ARNP

Friday  |  September 8  
12:15 p.m – 3:30 p.m., Live: three-hour, hands-on workshop

This workshop, taught by a clinical and leading expert, 
will examine the incidence and outcomes of residual 
paralysis. Attendees will learn methods to improve 
management and reversal of neuromuscular blockade 

through neuromuscular blockade monitoring technologies, 
including didactic and hands-on instructions.

AANA State Peer Advisors’ Workshop
Linda Stone, DNP, CRNA
Olin (Brad) Hutto, MHS, CRNA
Bridget Petrillo, CRNA, APRN
Jessica Switzman, MSN, CRNA
Lawrence Van Atta, CRNA
Loretta (Ann) Bostic, DNP, MBA, CRNA
Elizabeth (Laura) Wright, PhD, MNA, CRNA

Friday  |  September 8  
7:00 a.m. – 4:15 p.m.

 

Workshop offers a collaborative learning opportunity to gain 
and hone State Peer Advisors’ (SPAs) skills using resources, 
education, and training refreshers to support CRNAs, SRNAs, 
colleagues, loved ones, and workplaces in situations related to 
drugs and alcohol. Registration is complimentary to qualified 
SPA volunteers. Interested individuals and potential future 
SPAs are also welcome as space permits. For details, email 
Julie Rice at jrice@aana.com.
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Keynote: Howard Behar

Enhanced Educational Tracks

 
Howard Behar 
Starbucks Coffee 
President Starbucks International (retired)

Sunday  |  September 10  
2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.

Get energized by renowned business leader and 
former president of Starbucks Coffee International, 
who has influenced the lives of many, at all stages 
of their careers. Howard Behar led Starbucks 
domestic business in North America and later 

opened the first store outside of North America in Japan. He participated 
in the growth of the company from only 28 stores to more than 15,000 
spanning five continents. He served on the Starbucks board of directors 
for 12 years before retiring. You’ll be inspired by his commitment to 
the development of future leaders and success in his advocacy for the 
servant leadership model.

NEW!   Business of Anesthesia and the 
Fundamentals of Practice Management 
Track
September 8-12

The popular AANA Business of Anesthesia Conference is now 
part of the Annual Congress practice management track. 
Expand your knowledge of business and practice management, 
leadership, reimbursement, contracts, negotiation strategies, 
and practice models. The track is strategically formatted so 
that SRNAs and CRNAs of all knowledge backgrounds, from 
novice to advanced, can attend the sessions. Plus, you’ll have 
the opportunity to get advice from faculty during the “Meet the 
Experts” closing roundtable event.

Enhanced Recovery After Surgery  
(ERAS) Track
Monday  |  September 11 
Tuesday  |  September 12

Back by popular demand, the Enhanced Recovery after 
Surgery track will provide anesthesia care professionals with 
information related to Patient Goal-Directed Fluid Therapy 
(PGDT), along with the most up-to-date information on 
reversal agents. 

Continued Professional Certification 
(CPC) Program Review Track
September 8-12

Review the fundamentals of nurse anesthesia principles and 
practices related to topics covered in the CPC Program. This 
track includes a CPC Program overview session with the 
National Board of Certification and Recertification for Nurse 
Anesthetists (NBCRNA) and educational topics mapped to 
the CPC examination. Attendees are encouraged to bring 
cases (that meet HIPAA requirements) to the “Interactive Case 
Discussion” for advice from experts in the area of interest.



www.aana2017.com     5Program subject to change. Please check the AANA website for updates.  

Special Lectures “All CRNAs should attend the 
Annual Congress. I come home 
feeling so empowered.”  
                    —2016 attendeeAnesthesia Patient Safety  

Foundation (APSF): Handoffs  
in the Perioperative Period 

Maria van Pelt, PhD, CRNA
Suzanne M. Wright, PhD, CRNA
Aalok V. Agarwala, MD, MBA
Meghan B. Lane-Fall, MD, MSHP

Monday  |  September 11 
4:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

The mission of the APSF is to improve the safety of patients 
during anesthesia care by encouraging research and 
education, patient safety programs and campaigns, and 
national and international exchange of ideas. AANA continues 
to partner with the APSF to present “Handoffs in the 
Perioperative Period.” Learn the scope-of-care transitions and 
strategies associated with patient safety implications.

Opioid Crisis/Pain Management Sessions
With the increase in the national epidemic of opioid misuse 
and abuse, the AANA has felt it is important to bring 
attention to the issues affecting all nursing practices. This 
year, the AANA will be addressing the complex problem with 
the following sessions: 

Saturday | September 9  
9:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m.

Opioid Crisis vs. Competency? Pharmacologic 
Considerations of Opioid Use for Surgical and  
Non-Surgical Pain Management Panel  

Sunday | September 10  
7:00 a.m. - 8:00 a.m

Opioids vs. Non-Opioids: A Chinese Menu Dilemma —  
1 From Column A or 2 From Column B? 

8:15 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 

14th Annual Jan Stewart Wellness Lecture: Non-Opioid 
Anesthesia Considerations for Patients With Substance 
Use Disorder (Supported by the AANA Foundation)

11:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

Acute Surgical Pain Management Panel 

Monday | September 11  
10:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m.

Opioid Crisis vs. Competency? Pharmacologic 
Considerations of Opioid Use for Surgical and Non-
Surgical Pain Management — Interactive Case Discussion  

Tuesday | September 12  
11:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.

Acute or Chronic Pain Related to Pediatric Patients — 
Interactive Case Discussion 

For the most current conference 
details, visit www.aana2017.com

Monday  |  September 11  
2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

AANA Foundation State of the Science 
General Poster Session 

Sunday  |  September 10  
7:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Posters will report research by CRNAs and SRNAs 
in visual and summary form. They are located in the 
AANA Foundation Poster Session room. Attendees can 
earn CE credits by viewing this research.

Poster Sessions
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Focus on SRNAs

Student Luncheon (included in registration fee)

Monday  |  September 11 
12:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

• 	2017 Student Representative’s Farewell Message
• 	Student Writing Contest Winner Presentation
• 	Student Excellence Award Winner Presentation
• 	2018 Student Representative Announcement
• 	Student Scholarship Recognition

Demystifying the Transition From SRNA to 
CRNA: An Interactive Q & A Session 
Saturday  |  September 9 
4:00 p.m. – 5:30 p.m. 

SRNAs: This is your opportunity to ask a panel of experienced 
CRNAs tough questions and get straight answers about 
what lies ahead on your career path. Contract negotiations, 
practice models, dealing with difficult colleagues, career 
opportunities, managing student loan debt, becoming 
involved in your professional association, and work/life 
balance are among the key takeaways. Network with fellow 
SRNAs from across the country during this popular event. 

Student Session
Monday  |  September 11 
7:15 a.m. - 9:15 a.m. 

• �	Education Committee Student Representative Candidate 
Speeches and Voting

• �	Practice Models in Various Settings: Military, Independent, 
Hospital Employee, Anesthesia Group Employee. Jerrol 
B. Wallace, DNP, CRNA; Jason Trudell, MHA, MSN, CRNA, 
FACHE(c); Linda Goetz, MSN, CRNA; Kimberly Anne Gordon, 
MSN, CRNA 

• 	The Importance of Political Involvement as a CRNA. Sharon 
Pearce, MSN, CRNA

Anesthesia College Bowl
Monday  |  September 11 
6:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 

Students compete with students, then the winning team 
faces the CRNA Challenge Team in a final match. Come to 
this exciting event and support your favorite team. Students 
or CRNAs who would like to compete can obtain full details 
regarding this event, including the rules for competition, 
from the AANA website, program directors, or the AANA 
Education Department at 847-655-1161. Deadline to apply is 
June 1, 2017.

SPONSOR A STUDENT
Give back to the next generation of CRNAs. 
Consider sponsoring a student during the 
registration process and help support the 
future of the nurse anesthesia profession. For 
details, email meetings@aana.com.
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Networking & Wellness Activities

WELLNESS ACTIVITIES
While you’re at the conference, don’t forget 
to make healthy choices. Check the AANA 
Meetings mobile app for a variety of free AANA 
Health & Wellness activities.

12th Annual Wellness Fun 5K Walk/Run 
Tuesday  |  September 12 
6:30 a.m. – 7:30 a.m. 

Jumpstart your day with an early morning walk/run with a 
few hundred of your friends! Get a workout while contributing 
to the Jan Stewart Memorial Fund; net proceeds support 
future speakers in the series. 

Choose your level of participation and select your race gear 
at www.aana2017.com/WalkRun 

NEW!   AANA Annual Congress Welcome 
Reception
Saturday | September 9 
7:00 p.m. – 9:30 p.m.

New this year ... we are thrilled to kick off Congress with a 
Welcome Reception at MoPOP, located in Seattle Center. 

Enjoy mesmerizing exhibits, interactive installations, and 
oral histories that bring the history of popular culture to life. 
The Museum of Pop Culture is appropriately housed in a 
spectacular modern structure designed by Frank Gehry and 
pays homage to the rock music, video games, sports, and film 
that grew out of Seattle and beyond.

Hosted food stations and cash bars will be available 
throughout the facility. You won’t want to miss this event 
open to all registered attendees.

AANA Foundation Fundraising Event
Sunday  |  September 10

Join the AANA Foundation for an evening of entertainment, 
food, and fun! Proceeds benefit the AANA Foundation to 
advance the science of anesthesia through education and 
research. Visit www.aana2017.com for more information.

Ticket Price: $250 per person and includes dinner, drinks, and 
entertainment.

Annual Banquet and Dinner 
Tuesday  |  September 12 
7:00 p.m. – 11:30 p.m. 

Semiformal/Formal Event
Highlights of the evening include:
•	 Dancing
• 	Musical Salute to the States
• 	Meet Your New Board of Directors
• 	Recognition of Award Recipients
• 	AANA Scrapbook 
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Exhibit Hall
EXHIBIT HALL HOURS
Sunday 	 3:15 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Monday	 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 
Tuesday	 8:00 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Exhibit Hall Opening  
Wine and Cheese Reception 
Sunday  |  September 10 
3:15 p.m. – 6:00 p.m.

Join us immediately after the Opening Ceremonies for the 
opening of the Exhibit Hall with a wine and cheese reception! 
Visit with the vendors and network with peers. 

AANA Pavilion
Learn what’s new with AANA services and affiliates including:

•	 AANA Archives

•	 AANA Federal Government Affairs/CRNA-PAC

•	 AANA Foundation

•	 AANA Group Insurance and Retirement Plans  
(David L. Jelinek Agency) 

•	 AANA Health & Wellness

•	 AANA Insurance Services

•	 AANA Professional Practice

•	 AANA Public Relations and Scholarly Publications

NEW!   AANA Connect Lounge
Visit the AANA Connect Lounge and network with your peers. 

AANA Insurance Services
Ambu, Inc.
Anesthesia Associates, Inc.
Anesthesiology News
Apex Anesthesia Review
ARC Medical, Inc.
Army Medical Recruiting
Atlanta BioMedical Corp (ABC)
Augustine Temperature 

Management
Barry University
Bell Medical, Inc
Belmont Instrument
CEP America
Cleveland Clinic Foundation
CNA Healthcare
Codonics
CRNA Financial
CRNA Financial Planning
Doximity
Eagle Pharmaceuticals
Edwards Lifesciences

GCX Corporation
Havel’s Inc.
Hawaiian Moon
Independence Anesthesia 

Services
Infinity Massage Chairs
LocumTenens.com
Lotus Medical Staffing
Magaw Medical
Mainline Medical, Inc.
Medline Industries
MedPro
Medtronic
Merck & Company
Middle Tennessee School  

of Anesthesia
Midwestern University
Mindray North America
MU Health Care
National Anesthesia  

Services, Inc.

National Board of Certification 
& Recertification for Nurse 
Anesthetists (NBCRNA)

Nationwide Anesthesia  
Services, Inc.

NorthStar Anesthesia
Northwest Anesthesia 

Seminars
Odyssey Staffing
Otto Trading Inc
Parker Medical
Pfizer
PharMEDium Services LLC
PhyMed Healthcare Group
Radar Healthcare Providers
Richmond Dental & Medical
Rivanna Medical
Sheridan Healthcare
Simulab Corporation
Somnia Anesthesia
Soothing Scents, Inc.
Staff Care

SunMed
TeamHealth
Teleflex
Texas Wesleyan University
TIVA Healthcare, Inc.
TransLite - Veinlite
Treose
Tsehootsooi Medical Center
UE Medical Devices, Inc.
United Anesthesia
University of Miami School  

of Nursing & Health Studies 
Nurse Anesthesia Program

University of Wisconsin 
Department of Anesthesia

Valley Anesthesia, Inc.
VBM Medical Inc.
Virginia Commonwealth 

University Nurse Anesthesia
Vista Staffing Solutions
VitaHEAT Medical

Exhibitors

Also Experience the Exhibit Hall to:
•	 View the latest products and services.

•	 Participate in product demo theaters.

Look online for additional exciting activities planned for the 
Exhibit Hall.

(Current as of Feb. 21, 2017)
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Educational Tracks

NEW!   Business of Anesthesia  
& the Fundamentals of Practice 
Management
Providing an overview of the key elements to 
optimize business practices and reimbursement 
for a wide variety of practice settings and 
employment models.

Clinical Practice
Information for the CRNA engaged in clinical 
practice to assist with evidence-based decision 
making.

Continued Professional 
Certification (CPC) Program 
Review
The fundamentals of nurse anesthesia principles 
and practice; includes topics covered in the  
CPC Program.

Enhanced Recovery After Surgery
Educational content associated with multimodal 
perioperative care pathways designed to 
achieve early recovery for patients undergoing 
major surgery.

Health & Wellness 
CE lectures include building a healthy workplace 
environment; infusing diversity, inclusion, and 
cultural competence; how to create and implement 
a facility policy for safe handling of impairment 
and/or drug diversion, and planning anesthesia for 
patients with substance use disorder. Fun, healthy, 
non-CE activities are also included in this track.

Research in Action
Addressing cutting-edge issues in  
research, practice, and education;  
innovative approaches to improve  
quality anesthesia care. 

Special Interest
The Keynote Speaker, Diversity, Anesthesia 
Patient Safety Foundation, Leadership, Student 
Session, and Assembly of School Faculty sessions.

For the most current conference 
details, visit www.aana2017.com

Assembly of School Faculty  
at Annual Congress
Sunday  |  September 10 
7:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m.

•	 COA’s Development of a Common Clinical Assessment Tool 
— Sass Elisha, EdD, CRNA

•	 CPC Credits for Clinical Preceptors — Mary M. Wojnakowski, 
PhD, CRNA

•	 Neurocognitive Implications in Pediatric Anesthesia — 
Christian Peterson, MD

•	 Neurocognitive Implications in Geriatric Anesthesia —  
Wes Ashford, MD

•	 Faculty Forum
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Registration

Official Annual Congress Hotel
Sheraton Seattle Hotel
1400 6th Ave.
Seattle, WA 98101

$255, plus tax

Registration Rates
Pre-Congress Workshops

Airway on Demand $425 Member/$525 Non-member

Neuromuscular Monitoring $425 Member/$525 Non-member

Obstetric Anesthesia Hands-on $425 Member/$525 Non-member

Fundamentals in Perioperative 
Transesophageal Echocardiogram  
(choose morning or afternoon session)

$425 Member/$525 Non-member

REGISTER EARLY AND SAVE $100
Full Registration EARLY BIRD 

before 6/16/17
STANDARD 
after 6/16/17

ONSITE 
after 9/7/17

AANA Member $599 $699 $799

CRNA Non-member $699 $799 $899

Associate (Student) Member $265 $265 $295

Non-CRNA (RNs, Technicians) $329 $429 $429

Retired/Emeritus AANA Member $100 $100 $100

Military (must possess a valid military ID) To register, contact the AANA at 847-655-1180 for the 
discounted rate of $510

Guest $100 $100 $100

AANA Foundation Awards and Recognition 
Luncheon — Limited Availability

11:15 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Saturday, September 9 

$80/person $80/person $80/person

12th Annual Wellness Fun 5k Walk/Run* $30 ($50 with shirt) through 8/13/17
$40 ($60 with shirt) after 8/13/17 and onsite 

Choose level of participation and select your gear at www.aana2017/walkrun 

NEW!  Welcome Reception  
MoPOP Museum of Pop Culture

7:00 p.m. - 9:30 p.m., Saturday, September 9

Complimentary Complimentary Complimentary

AANA Foundation Fundraising Event*

7:00 p.m. - 11:45 p.m., Sunday, September 10

$250 $250 $275

AANA Annual Banquet (Tickets are 
nonrefundable after June 1, 2017)

Tuesday, September 12  
Reception: 6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. 
Annual Banquet: 7:00 p.m. - 11:30 p.m. 

$125 $125 $125

One-Day Registration Available Contact Margaret Brennan at 847-655-1180 or email meetings@aana.com.

*additional fee required                                                                                             ADVANCE REGISTRATION ENDS AT 11:59 P.M. CST.

“Excellent forum to gain and reinforce 
the latest practice knowledge.” 

—2016 attendee

RESERVE YOUR ROOM BY  
5:00 P.M. CST, AUGUST 18, 2017.  
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About AANA

Purpose
The Nurse Anesthesia Annual Congress of the 
American Association of Nurse Anesthetists is 
designed to provide a variety of educational topics 
that will develop the maximum effectiveness of 
CRNAs in their roles as healthcare providers in 
diverse settings across the nation.

Goals
1.	 Provide an organized learning experience 

that augments the knowledge and skills of the 
CRNA in various settings.

2.	Serve as a forum where research pertinent 
to the specialty of nurse anesthesia can be 
presented.

3.	Familiarize nurse anesthetists with the 
latest medical equipment, technology, and 
pharmacological products.

4.	Provide AANA members with an opportunity 
to participate in the business of the AANA.

5.	Facilitate interaction and networking between 
participants on a professional and social level.

Needs Assessment and Target 
Audience
The AANA Professional Development Committee 
has reviewed program evaluations and other 
feedback from the AANA membership to identify 
the issues that affect nurse anesthesia practices. 
The topics are determined based on overall 
member surveys, national trends and issues, 
and gaps in knowledge to further develop the 
professional practice of CRNAs. The education 
activities were developed to meet the needs of 
CRNAs, student registered nurse anesthetists, and 
other healthcare providers with an interest in the 
topics.

Disclosure Information
All presenters and planners of this continuing 
nursing education activity are required to 
disclose to the audience any significant financial 
relationship with the manufacturer(s) of any 
commercial healthcare products, goods, or 
services consumed by or used on patients. If any 
conflict has been disclosed, the planners of this 
program assure that the content is unbiased and 
free of any conflict of interest. Attendees will 
be provided full disclosure information on the 
Annual Congress App and in the Final Program.

See the Sights!
While you’re in Seattle, take in the magnificent 
scenery from an Alaska cruise. All registered 
attendees are eligible for a conference discount. 
For more information, please call 855-213-5726 
or email Cruises@SHWorldwide.com.



REGISTER BY JUNE 16 FOR EARLY BIRD RATES!

2017 Nurse Anesthesia Annual Congress Supporters:

AANA Corporate Supporters:

THANK YOU  
for Your Support

FUTURE Annual Congresses
2018  |  September 21-25, Boston  
2019  |  August 9-13, Chicago 


