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Overview 
 
 
 
 

Purpose 
This course is designed to meet the needs of both the novice and 
the experienced living organ donor professional.  The curriculum 
focuses on essential and advanced concepts of clinical, 
psychosocial, advocacy, administrative, financial, quality, 
regulatory and ethical issues related to living organ donation.   
 
The program includes plenary and breakout sessions organized 
into specialty tracks.  The foundational track is designed for 
individuals with less than two years of experience.  The advanced 
track includes content suitable for the more experienced 
practitioner.  A third track is dedicated to the unique issues of 
living liver donation.  
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  Continuing Education Credits 
Applications will be made to the American Board of 

Transplant Certification for CEPTCs and to the National 

Association of Social Workers.  

 

This activity has been submitted to the American Association of 

Critical-Care Nurses for approval to award contact hours. The 

American Association of Critical-Care Nurses is accredited as an 

approver of continuing nursing education by the American 

Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation. 

Who Should Attend? 
The following staff who are new to their roles, as well as, 

those who are experienced practitioners: 

• Independent Living Donor Advocates  

• Advanced Practice Practitioners  

• Coordinators and Nurses  

• Social Workers, Psychologists and Psychiatrists  

• Physicians  

• Administrators 

• Managers 

• Quality and Compliance Professionals  

Accommodations 
When you stay at Wyndham Grand Clearwater Beach in 

Clearwater Beach, you’ll be on the beach and minutes 

from Pier 60 Park and Clearwater Municipal Marina. This 

4-star hotel is within close proximity of Captain Blighs 

Landing and Clearwater Marine Aquarium. Make yourself 

at home in one of the 343 air-conditioned rooms featuring 

refrigerators and flat-screen televisions. Your room comes 

with a pillow top bed. Cable programming and iPod 

docking stations are provided for your entertainment, 

while complimentary wireless Internet access keeps 

you connected. Private bathrooms with shower/tub 

combinations feature complimentary toiletries and hair 

dryers. Take time to pamper yourself with a visit to the 

full-service spa. You can take advantage of recreational 

amenities such as an outdoor pool, a spa tub, and a 

24-hour fitness center. Additional amenities at this hotel 

include complimentary wireless Internet access, concierge 

services, and gift shops/newsstands. 

Hotel reservations should be made by phone toll free 

1-727-281-9536, or online at 

https://book.passkey.com/go/AFDTLivingDonationConf2020 

prior to April  21, 2020. Please reference your attendance at the 

American Foundation for Donation & Transplantation, Living 

Donation Conference to receive the group rate of $219 single 

or double occupancy plus 13% tax per night. The resort fee is 

waived during the official conference dates of May 13-15. 

Inquire about the hotel’s cancellation policy to avoid a penalty. 



Objectives 
 
 
 
 
 

Plenary Sessions 

• Discuss the nuances in evaluating living donors: 

Altruism vs Autonomy, Protection vs Paternalism.  

• Review living donation long term outcomes data as 

captured by SRTR and OPTN.  

• Describe emerging best practices to manage the care of 

international donors.  

• Discuss the findings of the KDOC study and the 

implications as they relate to the care of the living donor.  

• Identify and discuss how countertransference impacts 

the evaluation of a living donor.  

• Discuss strategies to overcome barriers within 

vulnerable populations.  

• Outline resources available to living donor professionals.   

• Describe the impact of EPTS and LDKDPI on living 

donor clinical practice.  

• Discuss the ethical consequences of transplanting 

high risk candidates.  

• Describe team dynamics and strategies to 
improve working relationships.  

 

Foundational Track 

• Discuss CMS and OPTN/UNOS regulatory 
requirements for living donor programs. 

• Outline the live donor process from intake 
through long term follow-up. 

• Describe the medical evaluation of the living 
donor, including assessment of short and long 
term risks. 

• Describe the surgical evaluation and procedure 
for a living donor.  

• Describe the goals of informed consent for 
living donors. 

• Outline the financial considerations for living 
donation. 

• Identify required elements of the donor 
psychosocial assessment.  

• Identify elements of the Independent Living 
Donor Advocate Interview. 

• Identify the basic principles related to 
histocompatibility that apply to living donor 
transplantation. 

 

 

 

• Discuss basic concepts of kidney paired 
donation. 

• Discuss your role in QAPI as a member of the 
Living donor Team.  

 

Advanced Track 

• Discuss financial barriers and current initiatives to make 
living donation cost neutral. 
 

• Explain the role of APOL1 and infectious disease screening 
in living donor evaluation. 

 

• Describe the current national and international status of 
paired kidney donation.  

• Describe novel approaches to living donation such as using 
HIV or HCV positive donors and tolerance induction. 

• Discuss management of psychosocial challenges with living 
donors in difficult, disappointing and hierarchical 
situations.  

 

Liver Track 

• Describe how surgical anatomy of the donor 
influences donor and recipient outcomes.  

•  Discuss the pros and cons of utilizing non directed 
liver donors; why is it different than kidney 
donors?  

•  Review the long term quality of life in  liver 
donors. 

  
  KPD Track 

• Review current Kidney Paired Donation practices 
within the United States, Canada, and Europe.  

• Discuss strategies to increase Kidney Paired 
Donation through international collaboration.  

• Compare and contrast relative similarities and differences 
among the programs.  



 
               AGENDA 

Wednesday, May 13 

 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Registration Desk Open  

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors  

Plenary Session  

8:00 a.m. - 8:15 a.m. Welcome and Opening Remarks 

Marian Charlton, RN, SRN, CCTC, New York Presbyterian-Weill Cornell Transplant 

Center 

8:15 a.m. - 9:00 a.m. The Paradigm of Living Donation: Altruism and Autonomy vs Protection 
and Paternalism – How the Declaration of Istanbul and the Amsterdam 
Forum have Changed Practice 
Gabriel Danovitch, MD, UCLA Kidney and Pancreas Transplant Programs 

9:00 a.m. - 9:45 a.m. International Donors: Emerging Best Practices  
Ellen Shukhman, RN-BC, BSN, CCTC, Cedars Sinai Comprehensive Transplant Center 

9:45 a.m. - 10:15 a.m. Case Study Session 
Faculty  

10:15 a.m. – 10:30 a.m. Refreshment Break with Exhibitors 

10:30 a.m.- 11:15 p.m. Longterm Psychosocial Outcomes in Living Donors: Findings of the KDOC 
Study  
James R. Rodrigue, PhD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center 

11:15 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. Longterm Medical Outcomes in Living Donors: Risks through the Lifespan                            
Gabriel Danovitch, MD,  UCLA Kidney and Pancreas Transplant Programs 

12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. Lunch  

Foundational Track Advanced Track  

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  1:00 p.m. – 1:45 p.m. 

Rules and Regulators  
Marian O’Rourke, RN, BSN, CCTC, Miami Transplant 
Institute, Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Lost Wage Reimbursement: Will it Increase Living 
Donation  
James R. Rodrigue, PhD, Beth Israel Deaconess Medical 
Center 

2:00 p.m. – 2:45 p.m.  1:45 p.m. – 2:30 p.m.  

The Living Donor Process: Intake Through Long Term 
Follow-up 
Dianne LaPointe Rudow, ANP-BC, DNP, CCTC 
Recanati/Miller Transplantation Institute, Mount Sinai 
Hospital 

A Psychosocial Perspective on Billing for Living Donor 
Care: Resources, Tips and Tools to Minimize Financial 
Consequences to Living Donor Candidates and Donors   
Andrea Tietjen, MBA, CPA, RWJ Barnabas Health 

2:45 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  2:30 p.m. – 3:15 p.m.  

The Medical Evaluation of Living Kidney Donors 
David Serur, MD, The Rogosin Institute, New York 
Presbyterian-Weill Cornell 

Infectious Disease Screening: Prudent Care vs What’s 
Over the Top  
Matthew Cooper, MD, Medstar Georgetown Transplant 
Institute 

3:15 p.m. – 3:45 p.m.  

Implementation of APOL1 Protocol  
Dianne LaPointe Rudow, ANP-BC, DNP, CCTC 
Recanati/Miller Transplantation Institute, Mount Sinai 
Hospital 

3:45p.m.- 4:00p.m Refreshment Break with Exhibitors 

Plenary Session   

4:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. The Perils of Countertransference in the Evaluation of the Living Donor: 
Leave your Baggage at the Door!  

  Debbie Morgan, MHA, MSW, LCSW, RWJ Barnabas Health 
5:30 p.m. – 6:30 p.m.   Networking Reception with Exhibitors 



 

AGENDA 
   Thursday, May 14 

 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Registration Desk Open  

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors  

Foundational Track Advanced Track  Liver Track  

8:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 8:00 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 8:00 a.m. – 9:00 a.m. 

Surgical Overview of Living 

Donation 

 
Matthew Cooper, MD, Medstar 

Georgetown Transplant 

Institute 

KPD: The National Landscape  

 
 

Marie Morgievich, RN, APN.C, CCTC, 

RWJ Barnabas Health 

Liver Splitting: Is this Liver 

Meant for Two?  

 

Benjamin Samstein, MD, New 

York Presbyterian-Weill 

Cornell Medicine 

8:30 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 8:45 a.m. – 9:15 a.m. 9:00 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. 

Informed Consent: What Do 

Living Donors Need to Know?  

 

Marian Charlton, RN, SRN, 

CCTC, New York Presbyterian-

Weill Cornell Transplant Center  
 

The Canadian KPD Experience  

 

TBD  

Alcohol and Substance 

Abuse in Living Liver 

Donation  

 

Mary Amanda Dew, PhD, 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine and Medical Center 
  

9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 9:15 a.m. – 9:45 a.m. 9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Top 10 Things to Know About 

Living Donor Finances 
 

Andrea Tietjen, MBA, CPA, RWJ 

Barnabas Health  

The European KPD Experience  

 

Ruthanne Leishman, RN, MPH, 

UNOS 

 

The Non-Directed Liver 

Donor: A High Stake 

Endeavor or the Future?  

 

Benjamin Samstein, MD, 

New York Presbyterian-Weill 

Cornell Medicine 

 

Sandy Weinberg, LCSW, 

University of California, San 

Francisco Medical Center   

9:45 a.m. – 10:00 a.m. 

Case Study Session  
 

Janet Hiller, RN, MSN, CCTC, Johns 

Hopkins Hospital  

 
Marian Charlton, RN, SRN, CCTC, New 

York Presbyterian-Weill Cornell 

Transplant Center  

10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break with Exhibitors 

10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 10:15 a.m. – 11:15 a.m. 

The Psychosocial Evaluation of 

the Living Donor 

 
Debbie Morgan, MHA, MSW, 

LCSW, RWJ Barnabas Health 

 

 

 

Infectious Transplants: Are you 

Kidding Me? 

 

Peter T. Kennealey, MD, FACS, FICS, 
UC Health Transplant Center-Anschutz 
Campus  

 

A Patient’s Perspective:   

Nina Martinez  

Longterm Psychosocial 

Outcomes and Quality of Life in 

the Liver Donor  

 

Mary Amanda Dew, PhD, 
University of Pittsburgh School of 
Medicine and Medical Center 

 



11:15 a.m. – 12:00 noon 11:15 a.m. – 12:00 noon 11:15 a.m. – 12:00 noon 

The Independent Living Donor 

Advocate Interview 

 

 

Sandy Weinberg, LCSW, 

University of California, San 

Francisco Medical Center   

Chasing the Holy Grail: Tolerance 
Induction in Living Donor Kidney 
Transplant  
 

Gwen McNatt, APRN, PhD, CNN, FNP-
BC, FAAN, Kovler Organ 
Transplantation Center, Northwestern 
Memorial Hospital  
 
  

Living Donor or Not Living 

Donor: When is Living Donor 

Liver a Good Option for the 

Recipient and When is it Not 

the Best Option?  

 

Dinee Simpson, MD, Kovler 

Organ Transplantation Center, 

Northwestern Memorial Hospital 

  

12:00 noon – 1:00 p.m. Lunch   

1:00 p.m. – 2:00 p.m.  

Foundational Track 

 
Foundational Concepts of HLA 

Suzanne McGuire, RN, BSN, CCTC, UCLA Health 

System Transplant Service  

 

Advanced Track  The Difficult Candidate: Challenges and Strategies  

Dianne LaPointe Rudow, ANP-BC, DNP, CCTC, 
Recanati/Miller Transplantation Institute, Mount 
Sinai Hospital 
 

2:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m.  

Foundational Track 

 
Foundational Concepts of KPD 

Janet Hiller, RN, MSN, CCTC, Johns Hopkins Hospital 

Advanced Track  Managing Donor Expectations  

Suzanne McGuire, RN, BSN, CCTC, UCLA Health 

System Transplant Service  

 

 

3:00 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.  

Foundational Track 

 
Your Role in Living Donor QAPI 

Marian O’Rourke, RN, BSN, CCTC, Miami Transplant 

Institute, Jackson Memorial Hospital 

Advanced Track  Dynamics of Recipient Donor Relationships: 

Exploring Hierarchy 

Marie Morgievich, RN, APN.C, CCTC, RWJ Barnabas 

Health 

 

 

 
 



 

AGENDA 
  Friday, May 15 

 

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Registration Desk Open  

7:00 a.m. – 8:00 a.m. Continental Breakfast with Exhibitors  

Plenary Session  
8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 

8:00 a.m.  – 8:45 a.m. Overcoming Barriers: Building Trust with Vulnerable Populations 
Keren Ladin, PhD, MSc, Tufts University  
 

8:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m. The    Creating Partnerships Within the African American Community—The AATAP                                 
I   Initiative   

Dinee Simpson, MD, Kovler Organ Transplantation Center, Northwestern  
Memorial Hospital 
 

9:30 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.    Maximizing the Tools of the Trade: Resources for Living Donor Professionals  
Ellen Shukhman, RN-BC, BSN, CCTC, Cedars Sinai Comprehensive Transplant   
Center 

 
10:00 a.m. – 10:15 a.m. Refreshment Break with Exhibitors 

10:15 a.m.  – 11:00 a.m. What Does Incompatible Mean in 2020? A New Paradigm of Data Driven   
Kidney Donor/Recipient Matching   
Dorry Segev, MD, PhD, Johns Hopkins Hospital  

  

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 
 
           

Maximizing the Gift of Living Donation:  Balancing Medical and Ethical 
Perspectives 
Peter T. Kennealey, MD, FACS, FICS, UC Health Transplant Center-Anschutz 
Campus  
 
Keren Ladin, PhD, MSc, Tufts University  
  

12:00 a.m. – 12:30 noon  Case Study Session 
Faculty  
 

12:30 p.m. – 1:00 p.m. Grab Bag Lunch  

1:00 p.m. – 1:30 p.m. Unintended Consequences of Good Intentions  
Gwen McNatt, APRN, PhD, CNN, FNP-BC, FAAN, Kovler Organ Transplantation 
Center, Northwestern Memorial Hospital  

 

1:30 p.m.  – 2:30 p.m.  The Living Donor Team: Creating Culture to Support Success 
Marian O’Rourke, RN, BSN, CCTC, Miami Transplant Institute, Jackson 
Memorial Hospital  
 

2:30 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. Into the Looking Glass: What is the Future of Living Organ Donation?  
Dorry Segev, MD, PhD, Johns Hopkins Hospital  

 

3:00 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Closing Remarks 

Marian Charlton, RN, SRN, CCTC, New York Presbyterian-Weill Cornell 

Transplant Center 

 
 



 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Accommodations:  

Wyndham Grand guest reservations are available at 1-727-281-9536, or online at 

https://book.passkey.com/go/AFDTLivingDonationConf2020  prior to April 21, 2020. Please 

reference your attendance at the American Foundation for Donation & Transplantation, Living 

Donation Conference to receive the group rate of $219 single or double occupancy plus 13% 

tax per night. The resort fee has been waived during the official conference dates of May 13-

15. Inquire about the hotel’s cancellation policy to avoid a penalty. 

 

 
Contact for course questions: Kara Mountain, Clinical Education Conference Planner, 804-323-
9890, mountain@afdt.org 
 
 

 

http://www.afdt.org/
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mailto:mountain@afdt.org

