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Statement of Need
The field of pulmonary hypertension (PH) 
is developing rapidly, with multiple new 
treatments introduced in the last 20 years. 
This has created a steep learning curve for 
pulmonologists and cardiologists treating 
PH, as well as primary care physicians 
who are challenged to include PH in 
their differential diagnoses. The dynamic 
state of PH, including new research and 
treatments, serves to perpetuate gaps 
in knowledge of appropriate diagnostic 
procedures, proper treatment choices, and 
timing of referral to PH centers for more 
advanced care. 

Target Audience
The primary target audience for this 
activity is pulmonologists, cardiologists, 
rheumatologists, and other healthcare 
professionals involved in the treatment  
of PH.

Learning Objectives
•	 Describe the classification of PH, 

particularly in light of the recent updates 
from the 5th World Symposium, and 
differentiate WHO group 1 PH from 
Groups 2-5

•	 Identify right heart catheterization as 
the method to diagnose PH and employ 
proper right heart catheterization 
technique

•	 Identify appropriate treatment choices 
based on available evidence, particularly 
new and emerging PH therapies

•	 Recognize when treatment responses 
are suboptimal and when referral to a 
specialty center may be appropriate



Registration

Registration Fee
$195 MDs and DOs
$90 Other healthcare providers
$80 Residents and fellows

Registration includes symposium 

materials, breakfast, breaks,  

and lunch.

Online Registration Only

Additional meeting information as 

well as registration can be found 

via the 5th Annual North Carolina 

Research Triangle Pulmonary 

Hypertension Symposium link 

under “Upcoming Events” at 

dcri.org. 

Accommodations
Individuals are responsible 

for making their own hotel 

reservations. The Durham 

Convention Center is connected 

to the Durham Marriott Hotel. 

We do not have a block of rooms 

reserved, but ask for the “Duke 

rate” for any available discounts.

Durham Marriott Hotel  

201 Foster Street  

Durham, NC 27701  

919-768-6000

Cancellation Policy
All cancellation requests must 

be submitted in writing via email 

(wendy.sprintz@duke.edu) or by 

fax (919-668-7114); attn: Wendy 

Sprintz). Registration cancellations 

received on or before October 1, 

2013 will be fully refunded minus 

a processing fee of 5 percent. 

Cancellation requests submitted 

between October 2 and October 

17 will receive a 50 percent 

refund minus a processing fee of 

5 percent. Cancellation requests 

received on or after October 18 

will not be refunded.

In the event that the program is 

cancelled or postponed, we will 

not be responsible for any travel 

costs or expenses, including 

cancellation/change penalties 

assessed by airlines, travel 

agencies, or hotels.

Event Contact
Wendy Sprintz
Duke Clinical Research Institute
Phone: 877-707-2904
E-mail: wendy.sprintz@duke.edu

Accreditation
The Duke University School 

of Medicine is accredited by 

the Accreditation Council for 

Continuing Medical Education 

(ACCME) to provide continuing 

medical education for physicians.

Credit Designation
The Duke University School of 

Medicine designates this live 

activity for a maximum of  

6.5 PRA Category 1 Credit(s) TM. 

Physicians should only claim credit 

commensurate with the extent of 

their participation in the activity.

Disclosure
The Duke University School of 

Medicine adheres to ACCME 

Essential Areas, Standards, 

and Policies regarding industry 

support of continuing medical 

education. Disclosure of the 

planning committee and faculty’s 

commercial relationships will 

be made known at the activity. 

Speakers are required to openly 

disclose any limitations of data 

and/or any discussion of any 

off-label, experimental, or 

investigational uses of drugs or 

devices in their presentations.

Resolution of Conflicts 
of Interest
In accordance with the ACCME 

Standards for Commercial Support 

of CME, the Duke University 

School of Medicine will implement 

mechanisms, prior to the planning 

and implementation of this 

CME activity, to identify and 

resolve conflicts of interest for all 

individuals in a position to control 

content of this CME activity.

Disclaimer
The information provided at this 

CME activity is for continuing 

education purposes only and is 

not meant to substitute for the 

independent medical judgment of 

a healthcare provider relative to 

diagnostic and treatment options 

of a specific patient’s medical 

condition.

Special Needs 
Statement
The Duke University School of 

Medicine is committed to making 

its activities accessible to all 

individuals. If you need assistance 

or accommodation, please call 

and/or submit a description of 

your needs in writing to 

Wendy Sprintz 

wendy.sprintz@duke.edu 

877-707-2904

Commercial Support 
Acknowledgement
A complete list of supporters 

will be published in the course 

syllabus.



Agenda

7:00–8:00 am	 Registration, Breakfast,  
and Exhibits

8:00–8:15 am	 Welcome and Introduction/ Opening Remarks
H. James Ford, MD
Victor F. Tapson, MD

8:15–8:40 am	 Update from the 5th World Symposium on PH
H. James Ford, MD 

8:40–9:05 am	 Predicting Survival in PH
C. Gregory Elliott, MD

9:05–9:30 am	 Sleep Disordered Breathing and PH—What Can You Expect?
Ambrose Chiang, MD

9:30–10:00 am	 Best Practices for Right Heart Catheterization in the Evaluation of PH
David Langleben, MD

10:00–10:15 am	 Break and Exhibits

10:15 am–12:00 pm	 Breakout session A  
Cases in PH, Dilemmas from  
WHO Group 2
Terry Ann Fortin, MD 
Lisa Rose-Jones, MD 
David Langleben, MD 
Sudarshan Rajagopal, MD

Breakout session B 
Cases in PH, Dilemmas from  
WHO Group 3
H. James Ford, MD  
Robert Aris, MD 
C. Gregory Elliott, MD 
Victor F. Tapson, MD

12:00–1:00 pm	 Lunch and Exhibits

1:00–1:40 pm	 Imaging in PH
Lacey Washington, MD

1:40–2:15 pm	 Getting the Most from the Echocardiogram in PH
Terry Ann Fortin, MD

2:15–2:30 pm	 Break and Exhibits

2:30–3:00 pm	 Integrating New PH Therapies into Practice
Victor F. Tapson, MD

3:00–3:30 pm	 Pulmonary Endarterectomy—Indications, Technique, and Outcomes
R. Duane Davis, MD

3:30–4:00 pm	 Symposium Recap and Closing Remarks (Panel)
H. James Ford, MD
Victor F. Tapson, MD

Please note: faculty and program are subject to change without notice.



Faculty Directors
Victor F. Tapson, MD
Professor of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Director, Pulmonary Vascular Disease Center
Duke University Medical Center

H. James Ford, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Director, Pulmonary Hypertension Program
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Planning Committee
H. James Ford, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Director, Pulmonary Hypertension Program
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Terry Ann Fortin, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Pulmonary Vascular Disease Center
Duke University Medical Center

Abby Poms, RRT 
Manager, Duke Pulmonary Vascular Disease Center
Duke University Medical Center

Victor F. Tapson, MD
Professor of Pulmonary and Critical Care Medicine
Director, Pulmonary Vascular Disease Center
Duke University Medical Center

Crystal Weber, RN
Pulmonary Hypertension Coordinator
Duke University Medical Center

Invited Faculty 

C. Gregory Elliott, MD
Chairman, Department of Medicine
University of Utah
Intermountain Medical Center

David Langleben, MD
Professor of Medicine (Cardiology)
McGill University
Director, Center for Pulmonary Vascular Disease
Jewish General Hospital

Robert Aris, MD
Professor of Medicine
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Ambrose Chiang, MD
Associate Professor of Pulmonary  
and Critical Care Medicine
Duke University Medical Center

R. Duane Davis, MD
Professor of Surgery
Duke University Medical Center

Terry Ann Fortin, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Pulmonary Vascular Disease Center
Duke University Medical Center

Sudarshan Rajagopal, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine
Duke University Medical Center

Lisa Rose-Jones, MD
Clinical Instructor of Medicine
Division of Cardiology
University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill

Lacey Washington, MD
Associate Professor of Radiology
Duke University Medical Center


