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Goal
Colorectal cancer is one of the most common and preventable cancers affecting American  
men and women today. As new information and cutting edge approaches to cancer care 
emerge, it is critical to educate and support the health professionals who apply and evaluate 
these constant updates to clinical practice. The conference is structured to accomplish this 
monumental task, gathering health care professionals who care for individuals who have or are 
at high risk for colorectal cancer and their families. Topics highlight the importance of screening 
and surveillance, evidence based approaches to new diagnostic techniques, devices, and 
pharmaceuticals, limitations of current technology, and barriers to the diagnosis and prevention 
of cancer. Through the use of patient centered decision support tools, the audience will gain 
experience with current technologies that enhance their ability to diagnose hereditary colon 
cancer. Genetic, surgical, and pathologic approaches to the diagnosis and management of 
individuals with hereditary colon cancer are integral to the conference as well.

Educational Objectives
After attending the conference, participants should be able to
-	 Compare and contrast new genomic testing technologies and prepare to use them  

effectively in clinical practice (Knowledge, Competence);
-	 Identify clinical decision support tools that can aid in the identification of patients with 

hereditary colorectal cancer syndromes (Knowledge);
-	 Comprehend and implement universal endometrial cancer screening methods for Lynch 

syndrome to improve patient outcomes (Knowledge, Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes);
-	 Apply strategies for increasing the uptake of genetic testing and surveillance for hereditary 

colorectal cancer among ethnic minorities (Knowledge, Competence, Performance);
-	 Use analytical tools and case examples to provide an appropriate assessment of  

variants of uncertain significance (VUS) identified through genetic testing (Knowledge, 
Competence, Performance);

-	 Properly apply evidence-based cancer screening and prevention tools in patients with hereditary 
colorectal cancer syndromes (Knowledge, Competence, Performance, Patient Outcomes);

-	 Develop a diagnostic or management approach for patients who present with atypical 
hereditary colorectal cancer syndromes (Knowledge, Competence).

Target Audience
This conference will be directed to colorectal and other surgeons, medical oncologists,  
gastroenterologists, cancer researchers, registry coordinators, genetic counselors, and 
geneticists, psychologists and other professionals involved in hereditary colorectal cancer.

Educational Methods
Lectures – Panel Discussions – Questions and Answers – Case Studies – Poster Session 

Evaluation
A course evaluation form will provide participants with the opportunity to comment on the value of 
the program content to their practice decisions, performance improvement activities, or possible 
impact on patient health status. Participants will also have the opportunity to comment on any 
perceived commercial bias in the presentations as well as to identify future educational topics.

Physician Accreditation/
Credit Designation
This activity has been planned and implemented in 
accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of 
the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education through the joint sponsorship of The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center 
and The Collaborative Group of the Americas.  The 
University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center is 
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center designates this live activity for a maximum 
of 13.50 AMA PRA Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians 
should claim only credit commensurate with the 
extent of their participation in the activity.

Ethics Credit
The presentation, Ethical/Legal/Social Issues  
has been designated by The University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center for 0.25 AMA /PRA 
Category 1 Credits TM in medical ethics and/or 
professional responsibility.

Genetic Counselor CEU’s
This event has been submitted to the National 
Society of Genetic Counselors (NSGC) for approval 
of Category 1 CEUs. The American Board of 
Genetic Counseling (ABGC) accepts CEUs approved 
by NSGC for purposes of recertification. Approval 
for the requested CEUs and Contact Hours is 
currently pending.

CME Certificates and 
Attendance Verification 
Certificates
Certificates awarding AMA PRA Category 1  
Credit TM or certificates documenting attendance  
will be distributed to participants when an 
individual departs the conference. To obtain  
a CME certificate, physicians must submit a 
completed evaluation questionnaire and a  
CME Verification Form.

Upon request, a record of attendance (certificate) 
will be provided on-site to other health care 
professionals for requesting credits in accordance 
with state nursing boards, specialty societies, or 
other professional associations.
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Deadline For Abstract Submission Is July 15, 2013.
The Collaborative Groups of the Americas on Inherited Colorectal Cancer (CGA-ICC) invites the submission 
of abstracts regarding clinical, basic science, and/or psychosocial aspects of hereditary colorectal cancer. 
The goal is to provide a comprehensive update on the status of research and to stimulate collaborations, 
recruitment of subjects, and ideas for the development of other studies. Authors may submit abstracts of 
completed work, work in progress, or work presented elsewhere within the past 12 months. All abstracts 
that are appropriately formatted and contain appropriate content will be accepted for poster or podium 
presentation. Therefore, meeting and hotel registration is encouraged at the time of abstract submission. 
To register, please go to www/.mdanderson.org/conferences. 

Abstract Submission Instructions:
Abstracts will only be accepted electronically and should be submitted via e-mail to 
abstract@cgaicc.com. The deadline for receipt of abstracts is 11:59 PM ET on July 15, 2013.
All abstracts with appropriate content and formatting will be accepted for poster or podium 
presentation. Please indicate in your e-mail if you would like your abstract considered only  
for a poster presentation. 

Abstracts will be selected for podium presentation based on scientific merit. 

Notification of acceptance for podium and poster presentations will be acknowledge by e-mail in 
August 2013. Abstracts will be published in the December 2013 issue of the journal, Familial 
Cancer. Previously published abstracts will be excluded from publication in Familial Cancer.

Abstract Formatting Instructions:
Limit abstracts to one page, typed in 12-point Times New Roman font, single-spaced with  
one-inch margins, and left justified. Organize the abstract into Background, Methods, Results,  
and Conclusions. Define all abbreviations. Include the abstract title, full names and institutional 
affiliations of all authors, and e-mail address of the corresponding author at the top of the abstract. 
Underline the name of the presenting author. Abstracts must not contain copyrighted material 
unless permission has been obtained by the author/publisher.

Any questions regarding abstract submission should be directed to admin@cgaicc.com.

The Colon Cancer Challenge Foundation/CGA-ICC Colorectal Cancer Research Scholar Award
Thanks to a generous donation from the Colon Cancer Challenge Foundation (CCCF), the CGA-ICC is 
pleased to announce the Colorectal Cancer Research Scholar award for the top ranking abstract 
submitted by a trainee or junior faculty member. This award will be distributed onsite and is 
intended to provide $2,000 to cover meeting registration and travel expenses to the 2013 CGA-ICC 
Conference in Anaheim.

Colorectal Cancer Research Scholar Award Criteria
•	 The goal of this award is to recognize excellence in translational research focused on the molecular 

biology of colorectal cancer research. The CCCF has a special interest in the biology of early age of 
onset and hereditary colorectal cancer. However, research into other areas of colorectal cancer 
 (e.g., novel treatments, innovative minimally invasive screening technologies) will also be considered.

•	 Trainees (i.e., postdoctoral fellows, residents, and clinical fellows), junior faculty (within one year of 
first independent faculty appointment), and junior genetic counselors (within one year of completion 
of training) are eligible to apply.

•	 Applicants must indicate their interest in being considered for this award at the time of abstract 
submission, and must be listed as the first author on the abstract.

•	 Trainees Applicants must provide a letter along with their abstract submission from a mentor, 
professor, or supervisor confirming their eligibility.

•	 The abstract must be presented by the award recipient and must be primarily their work.
•	 Any questions regarding the CCCF Research Scholar Award should be directed to admin@cgaicc.com.

	 Sunday, October 6, 2013
4:00–8:00 p.m.	 Registration and Poster Set-Up

	 Monday, October 7, 2013
6:00–7:00 a.m.	 Registration/Exhibit Set-Up/Coffee Service

7:00–8:00	 Pre-Conference Session - Cases With the Experts
	 Jaime Bohl, MD
	 Carin Espenschied, MS, CGC
	 Randall W. Burt, MD

8:00–8:10	 President Welcome
	 Susan K. Peterson, PhD, MPH

8:10–10:00	 Next Gen Sequencing, Whole Genome/Exome Sequencing, 
and Cancer Gene Panels for Clinicians

	 Moderator: Brandie Leach, MS, CGC

8:10–8:30	 Whole Genome and Exome Sequencing:  
Current Knowledge and Applications

	 Jordan Lerner-Ellis, PhD

8:30–8:50	 Multi-Gene Panels for Hereditary Colorectal Cancer  
Risk Assessment

	 Colin Pritchard, MD, PhD

8:50–9:10	 Defining Medically Actionable Incidental Findings
	 Julianne O’Daniel, MS, CGC

9:10–9:30	 Ethical, Legal and Social Issues
	 Georgia L. Wiesner, MD

9:30–10:00	 Panel Discussion and Questions

10:00–10:30	 Break

10:30–11:00	 David G. Jagelman, MD Memorial Lecture
	 The Contribution of Registries to GI Cancer Research
	 Steven Gallinger, MD

11:00–12:30 p.m.	 Plenary Research Presentations: Session I
	 Carol A. Burke, MD and Susan K. Peterson, PhD 

12:30–2:00	 Lunch (On Your Own)

Program
Call for Abstracts Abstract Submissions Open May 15, 2013.



2:00–3:15	 Hereditary Colorectal Cancer and Ethnic Minorities
	 Moderator: Melyssa Aronson, MS, CGC

2:00–2:20	 Current Knowledge Regarding African Americans
	 Sonia Kupfer, MD

2:20–2:40	 Risk in Hispanic Families
	 Jeffrey Weitzel, MD

2:40–3:00	 Barriers to Prevention and Screening
	 Monica Alvarado, MS, CGC

3:00–3:15	 Questions and Answers

3:15–3:45	 Hot Topics in Clinical Science
	 Randall W. Burt, MD

3:45–4:15	 Break

4:15–5:15	 Prevention of Cancer in Hereditary Colon Cancer Syndromes
	 Moderator: Matthew F. Kalady, MD

4:15–4:30	 Timing of Surgery in MYH and Hamartomatous  
Polyposis Syndromes

	 Sekhar Dharmarajan, MD 

4:30–4:45	 Use of Chemoprevention in the Intestine and Beyond
	 Dennis J. Ahnen, MD

4:45–5:00	 Evidence Based Approach to Cancer Screening and Surveillance
	 Elena Stoffel, MD

5:00–5:15	 Questions and Answers

5:15	 Adjourn

5:30–7:00 p.m.	 Poster Session and Reception

7:00–9:00 p.m.	 Dinner and Lifetime Achievement Award
	 Stephen B. Gruber, MD, PhD

	 Tuesday, October 8, 2013
7:00–8:00 a.m.	 Registration/Coffee Service

8:00–9:30	 Plenary Research Presentations: Session II
	 Matthew F. Kalady, MD and Susan K. Peterson, MD, MPH

9:30–10:00	 Anne J. Krush Memorial Lecture
	 Universal Testing for Lynch Syndrome
	 Heather Hampel, MS, CGC

10:00–10:30	 Hot Topics in Basic Science
	 Stephen B. Gruber, MD, PhD

10:30–11:00	 Break

11:00–Noon	 Variants of Uncertain Significance
	 Moderator: Deborah Neklason, PhD

11:00–11:15	 Analytic Approaches for Variations of Uncertain Significance
	 Sean Tavtigian, PhD

11:15–11:30	 Updates and Progress from InSIGHT
	 Thomas K. Weber, MD

11:30–11:45	 Clinical Cases and Counseling Challenges
	 Melyssa Aronson, MS, CGC

11:45–Noon	 Questions and Answers

Noon–1:00 p.m.	 Business Meeting and Lunch (Provided)

1:00–1:30	 Hot Topics in Behavioral Science
	 Susan K. Peterson, PhD, MPH

1:30–2:00	 EMR-based Clinical Decision Support Tools in  
Hereditary Colon Cancer

	 Megan Doerr, MS, CGC

2:00–3:00	 Concurrent Sessions
	 Session A: Impact of Preoperative Genetic Testing  

on Surgical Decision Making: Case Presentations
	 Moderator: Sekhar Dharmarajan, MD
	 Panel Discussion: Matthew F. Kalady, MD; Paul E. Wise, MD;  

Lawrence Rusin, MD; and Timothy M. Geiger, MD

	 Session B: Identifying Lynch Syndrome in Gynecologic Cancer 
Patients Population-based Testing: MSI and IHC and PitFalls

	 Moderator: Carin Espenschied, MS, CGC

	 Lecture Topics:
	 Gynecological Cancers – Lynch Syndrome Screening  

and Cancer Surveillance
	 Sarah Ferguson, MD
	 The Pathology of Hereditary Gynecologic Cancer
	 Blaise Clarke, MD
	 Lynch Syndrome Tumor Testing and Family Risk Assessment  

in Endometrial Cancer Patients
	 Heather Hampel, MS, CGC

3:00–3:30	 Break

3:30–4:00	 Video Forum
	 Moderator: Patrick M. Lynch, MD, JD

4:00–4:30	 Hereditary Colon Cancer Jeopardy
	 Emcee: Randall W. Burt, MD 
4:30	 Adjourn

5:00 p.m.	 2014 Planning Meeting



Registration Information
On-site registration will be open from 4:00-8:00 p.m. on Sunday, October 6, 2013,  
and at 6:00 a.m. on Monday, October 7. The conference will begin at 7:00 a.m. on 
Monday, October 7, and adjourn at 4:30 p.m. on Tuesday, October 8. Advance registration 
is encouraged as space and materials are limited. Please see registration form for 
applicable fees. 

The deadline for advance registration is September 20, 2013.

There are three ways to register:
1. Mail to: CME/Conference Management – Unit 1381, The University of Texas  

MD Anderson Cancer Center, P.O. Box 301439, Houston, TX 77230-1439
2.	Fax to: 713-794-1724
3.	On-line at www.mdanderson.org/conferences

We accept the following forms of payment:
1.	Check (payable through U.S. banks only)
2.	Money Order
3.	Credit Cards (MasterCard, VISA, and American Express)
4.	Cash (on-site registration)

A receipt and confirmation letter will be sent to you within ten working days of receipt  
of your fee.

The full conference registration fee includes the tuition, breaks, Tuesday’s lunch, dinner,  
and poster reception. 

Refund/Cancellation Policy:
The registration fee, minus a $50 administrative handling fee, is refundable if a written 
request is received on or before September 20, 2013. No refunds will be granted after 
that date. The request for a registration refund must include the tax identification number 
of the company or institution if registration was paid by a company or institution check.  

The Department of CME/Conference Management reserves the right to cancel activities 
prior to the scheduled date, if low enrollment or other circumstances make it necessary. 
Each registrant will be notified remove by mail, e-mail, or the contact numbers as given 
on the registration form. 

In case of activity cancellation, liability of the Department of CME/Conference 
Management is limited to the registration fee. CME/Conference Management will  
refund the full registration fee. The Department of CME/Conference Management 
reserves the right to limit the number of participants in a program and is not responsible 
for any expenses incurred by an individual whose registration is not confirmed and for 
whom space is not available.

For additional information, contact CME/Conference Management at 713-792-2223 or  
toll free at 866-849-5866. 

Dennis J. Ahnen, MD
Professor of Medicine
University of Colorado Anschutz 
Medical Campus
Gastroenterology Clinic
Aurora, Colorado

Monica Alvarado, MS, CGC
Regional Genetic Services 
Administrator
Kaiser Permanente
Pasadena, California

Melyssa Aronson, MS, CGC
Senior Genetic Counselor
Zane Cohen Centre for Digestive 
Diseases (FGICR)
Mount Sinai Hospital
Toronto, Ontario
Canada

Jaime Bohl, MD
Assistant Professor General Surgery
Wake Forest Baptist Health System
Winston-Salem, North Carolina

Carol A. Burke, MD
Director, Center for Colon Polyps  
and Cancer Prevention
Department of Gastroenterology  
and Hepatology
Digestive Disease Institute
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, Ohio

Randall W. Burt, MD
Senior Director of Prevention  
and Outreach
Professor, Department of Medicine
Barnes Presidential Endowed Chair
Huntsman Cancer Institute at 
University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Blaise Clark, MD
Assistant Professor, Laboratory 
Medicine and Pathobiology
University Health Network
Toronto General Hospital
Toronto, Ontario
Canada

Sekhar Dharmarajan, MD
Assistant Professor 
Division of General Surgery
Department of Surgery
Washington University  
School of Medicine
St. Louis, Missouri

Megan Doerr, MS, CGC
Genetic Specialist
Genomic Medicine Institute
Center for Personalized Healthcare
Medicine Institute
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, Ohio

Carin Espenschied, MS, CGC
Genetic Counselor
City of Hope
Duarte, California

Sarah Ferguson, MD
Gynecologic Oncologist
University of Toronto
Toronto, Ontario
Canada

Faculty
Steven Gallinger, MD
Professor of Surgery
Head, Division of Hepatobiliary  
and Pancreatic Surgical Oncology
Toronto General Hospital
Toronto, Ontario
Canada

Timothy M. Geiger, MD
Assistant Professor of Surgery
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, Tennessee

Stephen B. Gruber, MD, PhD
Director of the USC Norris 
Comprehensive Cancer Center
Professor of Medicine at the  
Keck School of Medicine
USC Norris Comprehensive  
Cancer Center
Los Angeles, California

Heather Hampel, MS, CGC
Genetic Counselor
Professor, Clinical Division of  
Human Genetics Department  
of Internal Medicine
The Ohio State University
Columbus, Ohio

Matthew F. Kalady, MD
Director, David G. Jagelman HNPCC
Associate Professor of Surgery
Department of Colorectal Surgery
Digestive Disease Institute
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, Ohio

Sonia Kupfer, MD
Gastroenterologist
The University of Chicago Medicine
Chicago, Illinois

Brandie Leach, MS, CGC
Genetic Counselor
Cleveland Clinic
Cleveland, Ohio

Jordan Lerner-Ellis, PhD
Assistant Professor
Laboratory Medicine  
and Pathobiology
Mount Sinai Hospital
Toronto, Ontario
Canada

Patrick M. Lynch, MD, JD
Professor
Department of Gastroenterology, 
Hepatology and Nutrition
The University of Texas MD 
Anderson Cancer Center
Houston, Texas

Deborah Neklason, PhD
Research Associate Professor
Division of Genetic Epidemiology
Department of Internal Medicine
Huntsman Cancer Institute at  
the University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Julianne O’Daniel, MS, CGC
Clinical Assistant Professor
Department of Genetics
University of North Carolina
Chapel Hill, North Carolina

Susan K. Peterson, PhD, MPH
Associate Professor
Behavioral Science
The University of Texas  
MD Anderson Cancer Center
Houston, Texas
Colin Pritchard, MD, PhD
Assistant Professor
Associate Director, Genetics  
and Solid Tumor Laboratory
Department of Laboratory Medicine
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

Lawrence Rusin, MD
Colon and Rectal Surgeon
Lahey Clinic Medical Center
Burlington, Massachusetts

Elena Stoffel, MD
Assistant Professor  
Internal Medicine
Director, GI Colon Cancer  
Genetics Program
University of Michigan
A Alfred Taubman Health  
Care Center
Ann Arbor, Michigan

Sean Tavtigian, PhD
Associate Professor
Oncological Sciences
Huntsman Cancer Institute  
at University of Utah
Salt Lake City, Utah

Thomas K. Weber, MD
Professor of Surgery
State University of New York  
at Downstate
Chief of Surgery
VA NY Harbor HealthCare System
Brooklyn, New York

Jeffrey Weitzel, MD
Chief, Clinical Cancer Genetics
Professor, Medical Oncology & 
Therapeutics Research
Director, Cancer Screening & 
Prevention Program Network
Director, Cancer Genetics  
Education Program
City of Hope
Duarte, California

Georgia L. Wiesner, MD
Ingram Professor of Cancer Research
Professor of Medicine
Director, Clinical & Translational 
Hereditary Cancer Program
The Vanderbilt Hereditary  
Cancer Clinic
Vanderbilt University
Nashville, Tennessee

Paul E. Wise, MD
Associate Professor of Surgery
Director, Inherited Colorectal Cancer 
& Polyposis Registry
Associate Program Director  
Colon & Rectal Surgery Fellowship
Washington University  
School of Medicine
St. Louis, Missouri



Special Assistance
Contact the Department of CME/Conference Management at 713-792-2223 or toll free  
at 866-849-5866 if you have any special dietary or ADA accommodation needs.

Accommodations
•	A block of rooms has been reserved for conference attendees at the Hilton  

Anaheim Hotel, 777 W. Convention Way, Anaheim, California. 
•	Early hotel reservation is suggested. 
•	Reservations can be made by phone at 800-446-6677 or by website at  

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/CGA2013
•	When you make reservations be sure to mention the Collaborative Group of  

the Americas Conference to be assured of receiving the special meeting rate of 
$189.00 single or double occupancy. Please add 26.17% California state, local and 
tourism taxes. Reservations and deposits received after September 15, 2013 will be 
confirmed if space is available and at current hotel published guest room rates.

Ground Transportation
The hotel is 14 miles from the John Wayne/Orange County Airport. Taxi rates are 
approximately $35 one way. Super Shuttle is available at $13 one way. Reservations  
can be made at www.supershuttle.com.

The hotel is 35 miles from the Los Angeles International Airport. Taxi rates are  
approximately $95 one way. Super Shuttle is available at $16 one way. Reservations  
can be made at www.supershuttle.com.

Please let us know what specific topics, issues or questions you wish to see addressed or empha-
sized in this activity. Fax or e-mail CME/Conference Management. All responses will be forwarded 
to the Program Chair for consideration.

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center has implemented a process whereby everyone 
who is in a position to control the content of an educational activity must disclose all relevant  
financial relationships with any commercial interest that could potentially affect the information 
presented. MD Anderson also requires that all faculty disclose any unlabeled use or investigational 
use (not yet approved for any purpose) of pharmaceutical and medical device products. Specific 
disclosure will be made to the participants prior to the educational activity.

Agendas are subject to change because we are always striving to improve the quality of your  
educational experience. MD Anderson may substitute faculty with comparable expertise on rare 
occasions necessitated by illness, scheduling conflicts, and so forth.

Photographing, audio taping and videotaping are prohibited.
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