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A Practical Guide to 
Developing the Role of the 

“There are currently a number of concerns affecting the health service and impacting upon the ability to deliver good quality, safe 
and effective care. We believe that an increase in the number of Physician Associates working in the NHS will assist in addressing 
a number of these concerns. Physician Associates will provide expert support to clinical teams in the delivery of holistic care and 
treatment, helping to build much needed capacity in the NHS workforce.” National Physician Associate Expansion Programme 

“If you support your consultants you can work much more effectively” 
Dr Gordon Wood, Medical Director, George Eliot Hospital NHS Trust, March 2016

The Department of Health’s Competence and Curriculum Framework for the Physician Associate defines the physician associate as:…”a 
new healthcare professional who, while not a doctor, works to the medical model, with the attitudes, skills and knowledge base to 
deliver holistic care and treatment within the general medical and/or general practice team under defined levels of supervision.”

This timely one day conference focuses on developing the role of the Physician Associate in your service, how the demonstrated 
benefits of the role can support you and your service and improve patient care. The conference will also look at developing the role of 
the Physician Associate in practice and the development of the National Physician Associate Expansion Programme. Through national 
updates and practical case studies the conference will enable you to understand the role and the benefits and practical implications in 
practice for deployment in your service. Physician Associates were recently noted by the CQC as best practice in George Eliot Hospital 
where -there were physician associates who were trained to support medical staff with assessment, investigation and diagnosis”. 

“Physician associates can be found working in GP surgeries, Accident and Emergency departments, and inpatient medical and 
surgical wards throughout England and Scotland.” The Faculty of Physician Associates 

“We can’t afford not to train physician associates” 
Dr Nick Jenkins Executive Director, National Physician Associate Expansion Programme, March 2016

Physicians Associates can, within their scope of practice:
take medical/psychiatric histories, perform physical examinations, formulate differential diagnoses, order investigations, develop 
management plans with the Multidisciplinary Team, treat/counsel/educate/refer
perform patient/carer education role, perform procedures
Taken from Teresa Dowsing, President , The Faculty of Physicians Associates, March 2016

“Almost 100,000 PAs are employed in America. They value the role in helping clinicians tackle increasingly heavy workloads…-It”s a 
rewarding career opportunity for those with a science degree who don”t want to go to medical school but will end up being the right 
hand person to a doctor…PAs support doctors in the diagnosis and management of patients and are trained to perform a number 
of roles, including taking medical histories, performing examinations and diagnosing and treating illnesses…They work under the 
supervision of a doctor and usually have a science-orientated first degree, to be able to get on to one of the training programmes.” 
Dr Nick Jenkins Executive Director, National Physician Associate Expansion Programme

“We suggest that the PA model has a lot to offer GPs both in the short and long term and indeed is part of a permanent solution to 
ever-growing work pressures… The objective of PAs is not to ‘take over”, but to work collaboratively as dependent practitioners to 
support GPs in their work. Our outdated workforce model has to change, and PAs can help offset the problems of recruitment and 
retention to general practice while ensuring that the key issues of continuity and partnership in patient care remain central to the 
primary care endeavour.” British Journal of General Practice
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11.20 Question and answers, followed by coffee

12.50 Question and answers, followed by lunch 

15.40 Question and answers, followed by tea

17.00 Question and answers, followed by close
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10.20 Developing the role of the Physician Associate

• the Physician Associate role and duties 
• how can Physician Associates benefit your workforce and improve patient care?  
• accountability of Physician Associates  
• supporting Physician Associates in their roles 
• national developments 

Rachel Forbes-Pyman
Physician Associate working in Acute Medicine
Surrey & Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust
& Former Secretary The UK Association of Physician Associates
& PA lead for the KSS School of PAs

 
12.20 Regulation and development of Physician Associates

• moving Forward to Statutory Registration and Regulation 
• overview of Regulation in the UK
• regulation challenges for Physician Associates
• prescribing and ionising radiation
• current National and Local Governance structures
• way forward

Speaker to be announced

 
10.00 Chairman’s Introduction

Dr Nick Jenkins Deputy Medical Director Warrington and Halton Hospitals NHS Foundation Trust, Associate Senior Lecturer Brunel University 
London, Clinical Fellow National Leadership Academy, Director National Physician Associate Expansion Programme

Physician Associates: Case studies in practice 

 
13.45 Developing the role of the Physician Associate in Hospitals 

• a day in the life of a Physician Associate
• developing the role: utilising Physician Associates in practice 
• how the role fits within the multi-disciplinary team
• supporting Physician Associates: the Medical and Clinical Director’s role 
• the potential role of Physician Associate  

Patrick Thies
American Physician Associate & PA-C of Orthopaedic Surgery
Royal Orthopaedic Hospital NHS Trust

 
14.15 Developing the role of the Physician Associate in Primary Care 

• the role of the PA in primary care 
• understanding team dynamics 
• the role in acute and chronic disease management
• what support do PAs need in primary care? 

Neil Howie Physician Associate,  Haresfield Medical Practice, 
Senior Lecturer & Admissions Tutor MSc Physician Associate 
course University of Worcester

 
10.50 Clinical Supervision: The Physicians Perspective 

• the physicians role: working in partnership with Physicians Associates
• challenges and successes in clinical supervision 
• variations on the role in practice
• moving forward and our experience in Surrey and Sussex 

Dr Natalie King
Consultant Physician & Physician Associate Tutor
Surrey & Sussex Healthcare NHS Trust
Clinical lead for KSS Physician Associate Programme

 
16.00 Recruiting and supporting Physician Associates 

• recruiting and supporting physician associates: where to start
• the support physician associates will need in the role 
• the limits of practice 
• career development and looking forward 

Karen Roberts Physician Associate Director for Recertification 
Faculty of Physician Associates The Royal College of Physicians
Chair UK PA National Examination

 
16.30 Physicians Associates: Education and Competence 

• developing the education and training programme for Physician Associates
• competency development 
• modelling prospective PA numbers
• tips for aspiring Physician Associates 

Professor James McLay
Senior Lecturer (Clinical)
University of Aberdeen

 
14.45 Panel Session: My role as a Physician Associate 

• my role and why this role was of interest to me 
• the highs and lows of the role 
• what support do I need in my role
• how the Physician Associate role improves patient care 

Speakers include:
Lauren Rottman Physician Associate
West Suffolk Hospital NHS Foundation Trust
Raj Gill Physician Associate 
Swiss Cottage Surgery, Winchester
Karen Roberts Physician Associate Director for Recertification 
Faculty of Physician Associates The Royal College of Physicians
Chair UK PA National Examination

• the Physician Associate Expansion Programme  
• how do we expand the numbers of Physician Associates working in the NHS
• demonstrating the benefits of the role 
• supporting Higher Education Institutions to expand delivery of Physician Associate  
   education programmes in order to meet the needs of their local health communities
• post qualification competency development and monitoring 
• the role of the Physician Associates 
• Interactive Discussion 

The National Physician Associate Expansion Programme or ‘NPAEP’ is a 
specialist NHS transformation programme that has been created in order to 
expand the numbers of Physician Associates working in the NHS

14.00

11.50 The Physician Associate Expansion Programme

Dr Nick Jenkins
Deputy Medical Director Warrington and Halton Hospitals NHS 
Foundation Trust, Associate Senior Lecturer Brunel University London, 
Clinical Fellow National Leadership Academy, Director National 
Physician Associate Expansion Programme
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Venue
Manchester Conference Centre, Sackville Street,
Manchester, M1 3BB .  A map of the venue will be sent 
with confirmation of your booking.

Date
Wednesday 6 July 2016
Conference Fee

£365 + VAT (£438.00) for NHS, Social care, private 
healthcare organisations and universities.

£95 + VAT (£114) for Physician Associates or Aspiring 
Physician Associates 

£300 + VAT (£360.00) for voluntary sector / charities.

£495 + VAT (£594.00) for commercial organisations.

Card Discount
10% discount when you book with credit card. This offer is exclusive 
to card bookings and cannot be used in conjunction with any other 
Healthcare Conferences UK offer.

Group Rates
A discount of 15% is available to all but the first delegate from the same 
organisation, booked at the same time, for the same conference.

Terms & Conditions
A refund, less a 20% administration fee, will be made if cancellations are 
received, in writing, at least 4 weeks before the conference. We regret 
that any cancellation after this cannot be refunded, and that refunds 
for failure to attend the conference cannot be made, but substitute 
delegates are welcome at any time.

For more information contact Healthcare Conferences UK on 01932 429933 or email jayne@hc-uk.org.uk

The information provided will be held on the Healthcare Conferences UK’ 
database and may be used to update you with details of other events that we 
organise. If you DO NOT wish to receive this information, please tick this box

We occasionally release your details to companies sponsoring or exhibiting at 
our events. If you DO NOT wish to receive information from these companies, 
please tick this box

Healthcare Conferences UK reserve the right to make 
changes to speakers and programmes without prior 
notice.
©Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd 2015

Accommodation
On confirmation of your booking you will receive details of 
accommodation.

Confirmation of Booking
All bookings will be confirmed by email, unless stated otherwise. 
Please contact us if you have not received confirmation 7-10 days 
after submitting your booking.

Exhibition
If you are interested in exhibiting at this event, please contact 
Carolyn Goodbody on 01932 429933, or email Carolyn@hc-uk.org.uk

Credits
CPD Certified. Recognised by the Good Governance Institute. Always 
Events is a registered trademark of the Institute of Healthcare 
Improvement and is used with the permission of IHI. Conference 
Producer is a member of the Association for British Professional 
Conference Organisers (ABPCO)

*

**

Conference Registration

>  How to book Book with credit card and 
receive a 10% discount*

www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk Fax the booking form to
0208 181 6491

Post this form to Healthcare Conferences UK, 
8 Wilson Drive, Ottershaw KT16 0NT

>  Your Details (please complete a new form for each delegate. Photocopies are acceptable)

First Name

Surname

Job Title

Department

Organisation

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Fax

Email

Please specify any special dietary or access requirements

Name

Signature

Date

Please write your address clearly as confirmation will be sent by email, if you 
prefer confirmation by post please tick this box,
Please also ensure you complete your full postal address details for our records.

This form must be signed by the delegate or an authorised person 
before we can accept the booking
(By signing this form you are accepting the terms and conditions below)

Dr    Mr    Mrs    Ms (Please Circle)

>  Payment

Address

Organisation

Name

By Cheque  A cheque for			             is enclosed

By Invoice   Please send an invoice to

PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
(If Applicable)

Please note if you are requesting an invoice many NHS organisations now require a Purchase Order 
Number to be provided. If you do not provide this number this may slow down the processing of this 
delegate place.

By B A C S

By credit  card  Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Switch

Please make Cheques Payable to: Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd

For Payments in £:                Sort Code  40-46-22            Account No. 21553690

Please send your BACS remittance form as confirmation of payment

Your BACS Reference

Cardholder’s Name

Issue No. (switch only)

Valid From Expiry Date

Card  No.

Signature

You will be contacted during the processing of your booking for your card security code 
(this is the last three digits of the number printed on the back of your card)

Card billing address

Promotional Code

Conference 
Documentation

I cannot attend the conference but would like to receive a PDF containing the 
conference handbook material, which includes speaker slides, at £49 each.

The PDF will be sent out after the conference, please fill in the
‘Your Details’ section above for delivery, and the ‘Payment’  section.

Where did you hear about this conference?

Card pay
ments

 disc
ount*

Group booking

disc
ount**

10%

15%

Visit our website www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk	or tel 01932 429933	 fax  0208 181 6491

Postcode

Accounts Email


