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“We have to think much more carefully about consent to treatment post lanarkshire” 
Dame Fiona Caldicott, 6th October 2015

This conference focuses on effective consent practice following the Supreme Court judgement in March 2015 in the 
case of Montgomery v Lanarkshire Health Board.

“The law on informed consent has changed following a Supreme Court judgment. Doctors must now ensure that 
patients are aware of any “material risks” involved in a proposed treatment, and of reasonable alternatives, following 
the judgment in the case Montgomery v Lanarkshire Health Board. This is a marked change to the previous “Bolam test”, 
which asks whether a doctor’s conduct would be supported by a responsible body of medical opinion. This test will no 
longer apply to the issue of consent, although it will continue to be used more widely in cases involving other alleged 
acts of negligence. In a move away from the ‘reasonable doctor’ to the ‘reasonable patient’, the Supreme Court’s ruling 
outlined the new test: “The test of materiality is whether, in the circumstances of the particular case, a reasonable person 
in the patient’s position would be likely to attach significance to the risk, or the doctor is or should reasonably be aware 
that the particular patient would be likely to attach significance to it.” Medical Protection Society 2015

“The Supreme Court justified its decision on the basis of the change in the nature of the doctor/patient relationship since 
the case of Sidaway 30 years ago… The new legal approach recognises that patients want to be well-informed about 
significant risks and reasonable alternative treatments…Doctors will already be aware of the need to warn patients about 
material risks, but as a result of the judgement, making a detailed record of the information provided to the patient about 
the risks involved in proposed treatment is likely to be all the more important. “ Dr Michael Devlin, head of professional 
standards and liaison at the MDU

The conference will include extended legal and practical updates on the new duty to explain risks to patients and what 
the supreme court judgement means for your practice and service, understanding decision making within the consent 
process, individualising consent and communication of risk, capacity and consent and legal issues surrounding children, 
older people, vulnerable adults, pregnant women and people will mental illness or learning disability, consent in a 
nurse led service and consent and refusal of treatment. The conference will also feature an extended role play session 
on patient centred consent demonstrating how the new principles can be embedded into robust consent practice.

“We are pleased that the court has endorsed the approach advocated in our guidance on consent. Good Medical Practice 
and Consent: Patients and Doctors Making Decisions Together make it clear that doctors should provide person-centred 
care. They must work in partnership with their patients, listening to their views and giving them the information they 
want and need to make decisions.” Niall Dickson, Chief Executive, GMC 

Follow the conference on Twitter #ConsentNHS

Visit our website www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk	or tel 01932 429933	 fax  0208 181 6491
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09.30	 Chair’s welcome and introduction

11.00	 Question and answers, followed by coffee

12.50	 Questions and answers, followed by lunch

15.30	 Questions and answers, followed by tea

17.00	 Questions and answers, followed by close
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09.40	 EXTENDED SESSION: Consent: The new Duty to explain risks to patients
	 The implications of the Supreme Court Judgement in the case of Montgomery v Lanarkshire Health Board  	

Mark Barnett
Partner
Browne Jacobson LLP

• what does the Supreme Court Judgement mean for consent?
• what is material risk?
• taking into account the individual characteristics of the patient
• how can organisations support individuals to improve consent practice?  
• ensuring choices are explained and consent is robust even when the choice is no 
   treatment or non surgical treatment
• best practice including the use of protocols and written evidence
• the impact for professionals and organisations
• Legal update: Capacity and Consent

10.30	 Understanding decision making within the consent process: 
	 How can we ensure patients truly understand the risk v benefit of a treatment 

Professor Felicity Astin
Professor of Nursing and Applied Health Research
University of Huddersfield

• how do we ensure patients really understand the true risk v benefit and are made 
   aware of alternative treatments
• identifying obstacles and enablers to best practice informed consent
• how can clinicians understand patients’ perspectives about key aspects of their 
   recovery such as their preferences for health information provision, self management 
   support and their views about the meaning of quality of life
• managing consent in complex cases 
• learning from a mixed methods study to optimise informed consent for angioplasty

11.50	 Individualising Consent: Consent and communication of risk 
Graham Copeland 
Medical Director
Crab Informatics 

• improving information on risk to patients
• measuring consultant level outcomes and individualised patient risk 
• the use of risk prediction scoring
• communicating this information to patients within the consent process 
• consent and risk: learning from Cardiac Surgery 

12.20	 Improving clinician & patient communication using PROMs to help inform decision making and consent
Professor Angus Wallace
Consultant Orthopaedics
University Hospital Nottingham NHS Trust

• how PROMS can be used to inform the consent process
• how  “what will I be like”  patient reported  outcomes help shape discussions around 
   expectations
• our experience and moving forward

14.00	 Communicating risk in Health Information - Best practice guidance  
Mark Duman
Non-Executive Director
Patient Information Forum

• to follow

14.30	 Consent in Nurse Led Services: Nurse led consent 
• the role of nurse led consent in improving consistency and quality of consent 
• assessing and maintaining competence in consent
• our nurse led consent process and practice 

15.00	 Consent and Refusal of treatment 
Dr Carolyn Johnston
Senior Lecturer in Law, Kingston University 
Adviser in Medical Law & Ethics, GKT, School of Medical Edu-
cation, King’s College London 
Member, Clinical Ethics Committees at Imperial College 
Healthcare NHS Trust, London and Central and North West 
London Mental Health Trust and Vice Chair, Guy’s and St 
Thomas’ NHS Foundation Trust Clinical Ethics Advisory Group

• decision making for patient choice and autonomy
• the clinicians role to inform decision making 
• developing a robust consent process including managing refusal and ensuring 
    patient autonomy
• understanding issues around competency and refusal of treatment 
• managing disagreements between patients and clinicians
• Consent and the Clinical Ethics Committee: Case studies   

16.10	 EXTENDED SESSION: Patient Centred Consent: Role Play
Role Play delivered by Becky Simpson and David Schaal, Playout 

Sharon Burton
Head of Standards and Ethics Section,  General Medical Council

Anna Burrows
Specialist Nurse Endoscopist
Ashford & St Peter’s Hospitals NHS Trust 



Venue
Hallam Conference Centre, 44 Hallam Street London, W1W 
6JJ. A map of the venue will be sent with confirmation of 
your booking.

Date 
Tuesday 5 July 2016 

Conference Fee
£365 + VAT (£438.00) for NHS, Social care, private 
healthcare organisations and universities.
£300 + VAT (£360.00) for voluntary sector / charities.
£495 + VAT (£594.00) for commercial organisations.

The fee includes lunch, refreshments and a copy of the 
conference handbook. VAT at 20%.

Credit card Discount
10% discount when you book via credit or debit card.  This offer is 
exclusive to card bookings and cannot be used in conjunction with any 
other Healthcare Conferences UK offer.

Group Rates
A discount of 15% is available to all but the first delegate from the same 
organisation, booked at the same time, for the same conference.

Terms & Conditions
A refund, less a 20% administration fee, will be made if cancellations are 
received, in writing, at least 4 weeks before the conference. We regret 
that any cancellation after this cannot be refunded, and that refunds for 
failure to attend the conference cannot be made, but substitute delegates 
are welcome at any time.

For more information contact Healthcare Conferences UK on 01932 429933 or email jayne@hc-uk.org.uk

The information provided will be held on the Healthcare Conference UK’s 
database and may be used to update you with details of other events that we 
organise. If you DO NOT wish to receive this information, please tick this box

We occasionally release your details to companies sponsoring or exhibiting at 
our events. If you DO NOT wish to receive information from these companies, 
please tick this box

Healthcare Conferences UK reserve the right to make changes to speakers and 
programmes without prior notice.
©Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd 2016

Accommodation
On confirmation of your booking you will receive information for 
booking accommodation should you require it.

Confirmation of Booking
All bookings will be confirmed by email, unless stated otherwise. 
Please contact us if you have not received confirmation 7-10 days 
after submitting your booking.

Exhibition
If you are interested in exhibiting at this event, please contact 
Carolyn Goodbody on 01932 429933, or email carolyn@hc-uk.org.uk 

Credits
CPD Certified. Recognised by the Good Governance Institute. 
Conference Producer is a member of the British Association for 
Professional Conference Organisers. 

*

**

Conference Registration

Download

>  How to book Book online via credit card and 
receive a 10% discount*  www.healthcareconferencesuk.co.uk

Fax the booking form to
0208 181 6491

Post this form to Healthcare Conferences UK
8 Wilson Drive, Ottershaw, Surrey, KT16 0NT

>  Your Details (please complete a new form for each delegate. Photocopies are acceptable)

First Name

Surname

Job Title

Department

Organisation

Address

Postcode

Telephone

Fax

Email

Please specify any special dietary or access requirements

Name

Signature

Date

Please write your address clearly as confirmation will be sent by email, if you 
prefer confirmation by post please tick this box,
Please also ensure you complete your full postal address details for our records.

This form must be signed by the delegate or an authorised person 
before we can accept the booking
(By signing this form you are accepting the terms and conditions below)

Dr    Mr    Mrs    Ms (Please Circle)

>  Payment

Address

Postcode

Organisation

Name

By Cheque  A cheque for			             is enclosed

By Invoice   Please send an invoice to

PURCHASE ORDER NUMBER
(If Applicable)

Please note if you are requesting an invoice many NHS organisations now require a Purchase Order 
Number to be provided. If you do not provide this number this may slow down the processing of this 
delegate place.

By B A C S

By credit  card  Please debit my Visa/Mastercard/Switch

Please make Cheques Payable to: Healthcare Conferences UK Ltd.

For Payments in £:                Sort Code  40-46-22                  Account No. 21553690

Please send your BACS remittance form as confirmation of payment

Your BACS Reference

Cardholder’s Name

Issue No. (switch only)

Valid From Expiry Date

Card  No.

Signature

Card billing address

Promotional Code

Conference 
Documentation

All sections must 
be completed

I cannot attend the conference but would like to receive a PDF containing the 
conference handbook material, which includes speaker slides, at £49 each.

The PDF will be emailed out after the conference, please fill in 
the ‘Your Details’ section above, ensuring your email address 
is clear and the ‘Payment’ section..

You will be contacted during the processing of your booking to confirm the payment card security code.
(this is the last three digits of the number printed on the back of your card)
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