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Dear Colleagues,

I would like to invite you to Perth, Australia’s sunniest capital city. Situated on the Swan 
River, Perth boasts beautiful sandy beaches, one of the world’s largest inner city parks - 
Kings Park, and the Botanic Gardens, which offer a sweeping view of the city from Mount 
Eliza.

The scientific committee has developed a core program that covers these three key 
principles– Professionalism, Perfection & Problems. 

As always we strive for Perfection in our surgery and patient care and also in teaching and 
education.  We use Professionalism, in managing this journey and overcoming the many 
Problems that we face as we travel our pathway.

We have a stellar team of international keynote speakers already assembled for the meeting 
including Associate Professor Sawsan (Suzie) As-Sanie from the University of Michigan. 
Suzie is the Director of minimally invasive surgery at the University of Michigan, and is 
a world-renowned expert in the field of endometriosis and pain. We also have Professor 
Johannes (Hans) Evers of Maastricht University and Editor in Chief of Human Reproduction 
that will strengthen the scientific focus of the meeting and look at the scientific evidence 
basis of fertility management. Finally, Dr Marcello Ceccaroni from the International School 
of Surgical Anatomy in Verona will also be joining us, (previously called the Che Guevara of 
surgery). Marcello will give you a view of pelvic anatomy and dissection techniques beyond 
the realm of normal, including an exciting “Live” surgery session.

Along with this amazing international faculty, we have the local and Australasian faculty 
who will further complement this team, bringing you a meeting that simply cannot be 
missed!

I look forward to seeing you all in Perth in March 2019!

Stuart Salfinger
AGES Vice President
Chair AGES ASM 2019

WELCOMEProfessionalism, Perfection and Problems
AGES heads west for our first ASM in Perth in 15 years!

INTERNATIONAL FACULTY

A/Prof Sawsan As-Saine
Director of the Minimally 

Invasive Gynecologic Surgery 
Program and Fellowship, and 
Director of the Endometriosis 

and Chronic Pelvic Pain 
Center.

University of Michigan, 
Michigan, USA

Prof Johannes Evers
Professor Emeritus of 

Obstetrics and Gynaecology. 
Maastricht University, 

Maastricht, The Netherlands

Dr Marcello Ceccaroni
Head of the Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynecology, 
Gynecologic Oncology and 
Minimally-Invasive Pelvic 

Surgery, Sacro Cuore - 
Don Calabria Hospital Negrar - 

Verona, Italy
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WEDNESDAY 6 TH MARCH 2019
0800 - 1700 AGES Advanced Trainee Workshop (Invitation Only)

0800 - 1700 Pre-Conference Hysteroscopy Workshop - Sponsored by Medtronic
For more information, please visit the AGES website

THURSDAY 7 TH MARCH 2019
0700 - 0800 Conference Registration

0800 - 1000 SESSION 1: PROFESSIONALISM, PERFECTION AND PROBLEMS
Welcome

KEYNOTE: Comparing and contrasting nerve sparing surgical techniques in oncological and endometriosis 
surgery - Marcello Ceccaroni 

KETNOTE: Hysterectomy and opioids: A match made in hell - Sawsan As-Sanie
KEYNOTE: Clinical trials... Is it true, is it new and do I care? - Johannes Evers
AAGL Exchange Lecture
Panel Discussion

1000 - 1030 MORNING TEA, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1030 - 1230 SESSION 2A: THE PROBLEMS OF PAIN SESSION 2B: PERFECTING FERTILITY 
MANAGEMENT

The mystery of pain in endometriosis - Sawsan As-Sanie Pituitary pathways and pregnancy - Tamara Hunter

Peaky pain and persistent problems - 
Susan Evans

Paediatric problems - Jennifer Beale

To chop or not to chop? What is the evidence? - 
Jason Abbott

Protecting and preserving the ovary - Kate Stern

The P's of endometriosis - Puberty to perimenopause - 
Erin Nesbitt-Hawes

Cutting edge science… Receptive and rejective 
endometrium - Jemma Evans

Pain and poo - Jacinta Cover Perfecting PCOS - Roger Hart

Perfection for the patient -Outpatient hysteroscopy in
action - Jennifer Pontre

Fertility’s 5 in 5 in 25 - Johannes Evers

Panel Discussion Panel Discussion

1230 - 1330 LUNCH, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL 
FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1300 - 1400 INTERACTIVE HUBS 1

1330 - 1500 SESSION 3A: FREE COMMUNICATIONS SESSION 3B: FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1500 - 1530 AFTERNOON TEA, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1530 - 1730 SESSION 4: THE PERFECT PICTURE - ANATOMY & RADICAL SURGERY
Surgical neuroanatomy of visceral and somatic system of the female pelvis for nerve-sparing surgery - 
Marcello Ceccaroni
ABC - Anatomy Before Cutting - Helen Green
Contempory anatomy teaching - Ruth Blackham
How do I upskill in anatomy knowledge - Michael Wynn-Williams
Does size matter? Simplifying surgery for large fibroids - hysterectomy and myomectomy - Haider Najjar
Dan O’Connor Lecture - Roger Hart

1730 CLOSE OF DAY ONE

1730 - 1830 WELCOME RECEPTION

FRIDAY 8 TH MARCH 2019
0700 - 0800 Conference Registration

0800 - 1000 SESSION 5: FEAR THE LIVE DEAD SURGERY
Session Theme: LIVE SURGERY

0745 - 0845 INTERACTIVE HUBS 2

0900 - 1000 INTERACTIVE HUBS 3

1000 - 1030 MORNING TEA, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1030 - 1230 SESSION 6A: PROGESSING ENDOMETRIOSIS SESSION 6B: PRACTICAL PROBLEMS 
KEYNOTE: Endometrosis Enigmas - 
Sawsan As-Sanie

Bowel prep, bowel adhesions and bowel repair - Is this the 
gynaecologists nightmare? - 
Jennifer Ryan

P’s & Q’s - Letters from a Urologist to a Gynaecologist - 
Trent Barrett
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I dont want drugs, is there something natural I can do? - 
Tracy Gaibisso

Pulsations, Piercing and Puddles - Marek Garbowski 

Picture perfect - Glen Lo The plastics perspective 

MDT for Endometriosis - Nicola English Professionally managing poor outcomes - David Watson 

Perfecting the pit stop - Stephen Lyons Personal risk reduction surgery - Ai Ling Tan 

Panel Discussion Pop it in a bag - Protecting your patient and their 
specimen - Danny Chou

Panel Discussion

1230 - 1330 LUNCH, TRADE EXHIBITION & 
DIGITAL FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1250 - 1350 INTERACTIVE HUBS 4

1330 - 1500 SESSION 7: CHAIRMAN’S CHOICE
1500 - 1530 AFTERNOON TEA, TRADE EXHIBITION & DIGITAL FREE COMMUNICATIONS

1530 - 1630 SESSION 8A: PK’S SESSION 8B: PK’S
Physio for pelvic pain - Judith Thompson Eggs on ice - (pimp my ovary) - Raelia Lew

Personality and pain - Robert Schütze Strategies for preserving ovarian function during surgery 
for endometriosis - Anusch Yazdani

Patient resources - What and how and do they work? - 
Katya Fleming

Fibroids, fertility and pregnancy - What does the data 
show? - Krish Karthigasu

When to re-scope - My pain is no better - 
Emma Readman

Genetics for idiots - Tristan Hardy

New therapeutic advances in Endometriosis, SERM, AI and 
others - Bernadette McElhinney

Pain in my perineum - Robyn Leake

Problematic post op pain - Philip Kriel Itchy scratchy - Bernadette Ricciardo 

Oestrogen what type given how and when - Vaginal organisms: friend or foe - Management of RVVC - 
Sally Murray

1630 CLOSE OF DAY TWO

1630 - 1715 AGES Annual General Meeting

1815 - 2300 AGES ANNUAL BLACK TIE GALA DINNER, AWARDS & CHARITY AUCTION 
(Buses depart at 6.15pm for a 6.30pm arrival for pre-dinner drinks)

SATURDAY 9 TH MARCH 2019
0730 - 0800 Conference Registration

0800 - 1000 SESSION 9A: WAKEY WAKEY -
OBSTETRICS & UROGYN 

SESSION 9B: TECHNOLOGY, BREAST DISEASE & 
MENOPAUSE

Obstetrics has ARRIVED - induction for all - 
Richard Murphy

The virtual shared medical record - Joseph Sgroi

Please don’t mess with my biome - Does  caesarean 
section really affect the neonate? - Lisa S tinson

Gadget geek live - Mark Ruff

Planning for perfection in the imperfect world - How to 
combat placental invasion - Mathais Epee-Bekima

Big data collection for the future - Michael Winlo

Preventing coagulopathy as the patient bleeds  - 
Roger Browning

Patient experience and modern technology - Marcus Tan

Proper perfusion at placental invasion - an anaesthetic 
perspecive - Nolan McDonnell

Who needs to see a geneticist - Nicholas Pachter

Problems with my pee after surgery - Todd Ladanchuk Practical breast disease - Corrine Jones

Pondering urodynamics  - Are they really that helpful? - 
Nicolas Tsokos

High risk breast patients - Managemnent in the MDT - 
Christobel Saunders

The perfect mesh in the current climate - Jessica Yin Practicalities of post menopausal problems - TBC

1000 - 1030 MORNING TEA & TRADE EXHIBITION

1030 - 1230 SESSION 10: PROFESSIONALISM IN PRACTICE 
Leadership in Medicine

What makes a good team in theatre? - Joseph Carpini
Montgomery Decision - Saul Holt QC
Its all in my head - Jade Acton
Management versus Leadership- Apples and Oranges - Aleksandra Luksyte
Panel Discussion

1330 CLOSE OF DAY THREE & LUNCH ON THE GO
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PRE CONFERENCE WORKSHOPS

FEAR THE LIVE DEAD SURGERY

AGES Advanced Trainee Workshop
Crown Towers Perth
Wednesday 6th March 2019
0800 – 1700

The annual AGES Advanced Trainee Workshop will 
comprise of both didactic and practical sessions facilitated 
by prominent local and international speakers to enhance 
and compliment the current two year national fellowship 
in Advanced Gynaecological Endoscopy. This workshop 
is only open to Trainees currently enrolled in the AGES 
Trainee Program.

Hysteroscopy Pre-Conference Workshop Sponsored 
by Medtronic
Perth, WA
Wednesday 6th March 2019

In collaboration with internationally recognised operative 
hysteroscopists, Medtronic has developed an innovative 
training curriculum which provides the necessary 
educational components to support surgeons wanting 
to incorporate or further advance the use of operative 
hysteroscopy into their practice.

This half day program will focus on advanced surgical 
techniques for surgeons wanting to increase their 
knowledge and technical skills for performing operative 
hysteroscopy procedures. Participants will hear didactic 
presentations, which focus on critical procedural steps, 
clinical pearls, and instrumentation necessary to perform 
hysteroscopic tissue resection. A hands-on simulation lab 
will provide participants the opportunity to experience 
wet lab training on operative hysteroscopy techniques.

AGES is proud to once again announce the inaugural 
Interactive Hubs, held in conjunction with our Industry 
Partners. The Interactive Hub is the AGES Society’s 
response to the changing needs of our members and 
industry partners. Industry want more than to simply show 
their product on a stand, they want AGES members to 
use their product as it is intended - at least in a simulated 
manner. AGES Members have frequently commented 
that they want more hands on training; skill acquisition 
and technical improvement to see immediate changes in 
their clinical practice. Whilst there are many workshops 
available to gynaecological surgeons, none have access 
to the skilled faculty of the AGES membership and the 
multitude of products that our industry partners want to 
showcase for improved patient care. The Hub experience 
is a Members only experience, and registrations are now 
open! 

Interactive Hub sessions will be held during the ASM 
on Thursday, 7th March at 1.00pm, Friday 8th March at 
7.45am, 9.00am and 12.50pm. 

Please see below the industry sponsors hubs with more 
information available on the AGES :

Stryker Medtronic
Applied Medical Device Technologies

Karl Storz Hologic
Ethicon Olympus

AGES INTERACTIVE HUBS

Dr Marcello Ceccaroni
Dr Michael-Wynn Williams
Dr Danny Chou

SOCIAL PROGRAM

Welcome Reception
Crown Ballroom 2 & 3, Crown Perth Convention Centre
Thursday 7th March 2019
5.30pm – 6.30pm

AGES Annual Black Tie Gala Dinner, 
Awards & Charity Auction
Optus Stadium
Friday, 8th March 2019
6.30pm - late
Ticket cost: $145.00

CONFERENCE INCLUSIONS

Conference registration fees include:
•	Attendance at AGES XXIX ASM 2019 conference

sessions on Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday 9th 
March 2019

•	All conference publications
•	Conference lunches, morning and afternoon teas as

per program on Thursday 7th, Friday 8th and Saturday
9th March 2018

•	Conference satchel
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SPONSORSHIP & TRADE EXHIBITION

AGES gratefully acknowledges the following sponsors and exhibitors 
which have confirmed their support at the time of printing.

Platinum Sponsor of AGES

AGES Educational Training Partner Gold Sponsors of AGES 2019

Major Sponsor of AGES ASM 2019 

Professional Development Alliance Partner

Double Exhibitors Single Exhibitors
Videra Boston Scientific 

High Tech Medical

Matrix Surgical

Western Diagnostic Pathology

ConMed

LifeHealthcare 

Teleflex

AGES invites abstracts for oral, video and digital free communications at the AGES XXIX Annual Scientific Meeting 
2019. The Free Communications sessions will be held during the meeting, between the 7th – 9th March 2018.

APPLICATION DEADLINE: MONDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 2018 - CLOSED

FREE COMMUNICATIONS INSTRUCTIONS FOR AUTHORS

1. The abstract submission deadline is MONDAY, DECEMBER 10TH 2018
2. All abstracts must be submitted online using the registration link. Faxed, posted, and abstracts submitted via

any other email address will NOT be considered
3. Abstracts must be in English language only
4. Maximum 400 words/3050 characters with NO pictures, graphs, tables or images
5. References are excluded from the word limit but must be restricted to THREE ONLY
6. The decisions of the selection committee are final
7. All oral/video presentations will be 7 minutes in duration and 3 minutes question time, with no exceptions
8. Successful applicants for the Free Communications program will be notified
9. 9. Presenters of accepted abstracts are required to pay for registration to AGES ASM 2019
10. All presentations at the Conference will be via the Conference laptops. No personal laptops will be used for

presentations. All presentations will need to be uploaded at the Speaker’s Prep area. Details will be forwarded
to you with acceptance of your abstract

11. Any conflict of interest/sponsorship must be declared at the commencement of any presentation
12. Failure to follow the instructions for submission of abstracts may result in rejection of your document
13. By submitting an abstract you agree that Copyright of the abstract(s) is assigned to AGES only for the purpose

of publication in the Conference Abstract Book and (if applicable) media releases/reports
14. NO changes to any abstracts will be accepted after close of abstracts
15. Any questions should be directed to the secretariat at ages@yrd.com.au

Please note that when you proceed through the submission process that you must click save, before moving on to 
the next step. Up until the close of abstract submission you can log into your profile to continue your submission 
where you left it or make any changes. If you have any concerns please contact the secretariat office on 
+61 7 3368 2422 or by email to ages@yrd.com.au.

FREE COMMUNICATIONS

SOCIAL PROGRAM
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CONFERENCE VENUE & HOTEL

Crown Perth
Great Eastern Highway
Burswood, WA 6100
Australia

Crown Perth brings a fully-integrated entertainment 
precinct to Western Australia. Renowned for its world-
class facilities, entertainment, premium restaurants and 
luxury accommodation, Crown is located on the eastern 
banks of the Swan River, just minutes from the CBD and 
both domestic and international airports. 

ACCOMMODATION 
 
Crown Towers Perth
Deluxe Room including once breakfast daily and standard 
in-room Wi-Fi access - $305.00 per night
*Upgrades available upon request and subject to hotel 
availability and additional costs

Crown Metropol Perth
Luxe Room including once breakfast daily and standard 
in-room Wi-Fi access - $280.00 per night
*Upgrades available upon request and subject to hotel 
availability and additional costs

Crown Promenade Perth
Superior Room including once breakfast daily and 
standard in-room Wi-Fi access - $245.00 per night
*Upgrades available upon request and subject to hotel 
availability and additional costs

Hotel Check-in/Check-out
Check-in is from 3:00pm. Check-out is prior to 11:00am

Changes to hotel reservations 
 Any change must be made in writing to the Conference 
Organisers and not directly to the hotel.

Parking
There is a range of free, paid, undercover and open car 
parks at Crown, including over 3,000 free parking bays 
available across the resort (excludes Optus Stadium event 
days). Plus Crown have added new, dedicated senior bays 
in P4 for your convenience.

For more information please visit: 
https://www.crownperth.com.au/general/parking/information

PRIZES & AWARDS

Best Free Communication Presentation
Sponsored by Medtronic

Outstanding New Presenter
Sponsored by Ethicon

Outstanding Video Presentation
Sponsored by Device Technologies

Outstanding Trainee Presentation
The Platinum Laparoscope Award

Sponsored by Stryker & AGES

Best Digital Communications Presentation
Sponsored by AGES

AGES Travelling Fellowship 2019
Sponsored by Medtronic

AGES-AAGL Exchange Lecture
Sponsored by AGES 

Follow us on social media!!
Facebook
https://www.facebook.com/agessociety/

Instagram
https://www.instagram.com/ages_society/ or @ages_society

LinkedIn
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ages---australasian-
gynaecological-endoscopy-and-surgery-society-limited 

https://www.crownperth.com.au/general/parking/information
https://www.facebook.com/agessociety/
https://www.instagram.com/ages_society/ or @ages_society
https://www.instagram.com/ages_society/ or @ages_society
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ages---australasian-gynaecological-endoscopy-and-surgery-society-li
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ages---australasian-gynaecological-endoscopy-and-surgery-society-li
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION

AGES MEMBERSHIP

REGISTRATION COSTS

Single Meeting
Earlybird
ASM Only

Paid by 14th 
December 2018

Single Meeting
Full Registration

ASM Only
Paid after 14th 
December 2018

Double Meeting 
Package

ASM & PFS

Double Meeting 
Package

ASM & FM

Triple Meeting 
Package

ASM, PFS & FM

Fellow – Member 3+ Year
*Ends 31st January 2019 $1095 $1295 $1841 $1729 $1500

Fellow –Member $1095 $1295 $1841 $1729 $2440

Fellow – Non-member $1315 $1515 $2188 $2080 $2912

Registrar/Trainee – 
Member $495 $595 $770 $752 $1016

Registrar/Trainee – 
Non-member $655 $755 $1039 $1013 s$1381

Student/Nurse/Practice 
Manager $490 $590 $774 $761 $1034

**All fees are quoted in Australian Dollars – AUD $

**FREE COMMUNICATIONS DEADLINE 10TH DECEMBER 2018 - CLOSED ** 
EARLY BIRD REGISTRATIONS CLOSE 14TH DECEMBER 2018 - CLOSED **  

REGISTER NOW www.ages.com.au

AGES MEMBERSHIP
JOIN FOR 2019 MEMBER BENEFITS:

•	Attend all three AGES Meetings in 2019 for only $1,500.00, saving of up to 50% per meeting. Only applicable for 3+ 
year members.

•	Savings of up to 15% on member registration fees for AGES meetings.
•	Exclusive access to the new “AGES Video Library – Members only”.
•	Eligibility to register for the AGES Cadaveric Laparoscopic Pelvic Anatomy Dissection & Demonstration Workshops
•	Eligibility to register for the AGES Interactive Hubs.
•	Eligibility to apply for AGES Research Grants.
•	Complimentary subscription to SurgicalPerformance self-auditing Software and AGES/SurgicalPerformance webinars.
•	Complimentary subscription to the Journal of Minimally Invasive Gynaecology (formerly AAGL Journal).
•	Option to subscribe to the International Urogynaecology Journal instead of JMIG for an additional fee.
•	AGES electronic-newsletter, eScope, published four times annually.
•	Eligibility to register for the “Who do you want to be when you grow up” Seminars.
•	Member access to AGES website and resources.
•	Downloadable “AGES Member Icon” available for use in signature blocks and websites.
•	Listing on the Membership Directory of the AGES website.
•	Eligibility to apply for a position in the AGES Training Program in Gynaecological Endoscopy
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AGES ART PRIZE & CHARITY AUCTION

AGES is pleased to announce Shannon Hamilton as the 2018/2019 AGES 
Society Art Prize winner. 
Shannon Hamilton creates appealing, familiar and exciting contemporary 
artwork which has found popularity throughout Australia and overseas.

Having loved art from a young age, Shannon developed her unique self-
taught style during her career as an occupational therapist.

Giving occupational therapy away in 2000 to explore her own potential, 
Shannon has gone on to achieve outstanding success.

Shannon’s paintings feature strong, bold strokes of colour, tastefully 
capturing the sensuality of the human form in the warmth of Australian 
sunlight.

Having travelled the world, she also draws upon African and Asian cultures 
with a focus on warmth of human relationships, especially of mother and 
child.

Shannon’s work, more recently, focuses largely on the warmth or human 
relationships, especially the bond between mother and child. She is 
becoming increasingly known for her soulful works depicting such universal 
human moments whilst remaining characteristically Australian.

Most of Shannon’s works are now sold studio direct, with buyers enjoying 
the experience of directly connecting with the artist.

Her artistic flair is also sought by those looking to find artwork to fit a 
particular space in homes, offices and newly developed buildings.

Shannon’s works include use of chalk pastels, oils on canvas/ board and mixed media. 

The artworks will be auctioned at the AGES Annual Black Tie Charity Auction & Awards Gala Dinner on 
Friday 8th March 2019 at Optus Stadium.

The proceeds of the Charity Auction will be donated to a charity of the Board’s choice. 

We do hope you are able to join us on this vibrant and fun-filled night. To register for the AGES ASM 
2019 and purchase a ticket to Black Tie Gala Dinner to participate in the charity auctions, please visit 
www.ages.com.au/events

For more information please visit the website – www.ages.com.au
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AGES Events 2018/19

AGES Pelvic Floor 
Symposium 2019
Sheraton on the Park, Sydney
1st & 2nd November 2019

AGES XXIX Annual 
Scientific Meeting 2019
Crown, Perth
7th - 9th March 2019

AGES Focus Meeting 2019
in conjunction with The World 
Endometriosis Society
Grand Hyatt, Melbourne
2nd & 3rd August 2019

AGES/RANZCOG Trainee 
Workshop 2019
Brisbane
22nd & 23rd June 2019

AGES “Who do you want 
to be when you grow up?” 
Seminars 2019
Dates and locations 
coming soon.

2
NOVEMBERNOVEMBER

9
MARCH

3
AUGUST23

JUNE

1
NOVEMBER

8
MARCH

2
AUGUST22

JUNE

7
MARCH

AGES Cadaveric Workshop
MERF QUT, Brisbane

Dissection Workshop:  
25th May 2019
30th November 2019

25
MAY

17
AUGUST

30
NOVEMBER

Demonstration Workshop:
17th August 2019

https://ages.com.au/ages-events/

Please check the website
for more information

AGES SEMINAR

https://ages.com.au/ages-events/


Intelligent insufflation
• Differentiated operating modes
• Introduction of Robotic and TAMIS

Integrated smoke evacuation 
• Designed to maintain a stable surgical

site while removing surgical plume

Heated and humidified CO2
• Conditioned CO2 designed for reduced

laparoscope fogging and improved
internal moisture

One source to satisfy all insufflation needs

Enhanced visualisation   •    Adaptive control    •    Product consolidation

Designed to 
optimise your 
visual experience

PneumoClear  

next level insufflation 




