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International VisitorsINTERNATIONAL VISITORS 
Attendees of the World Congress at ACG 2017 can plan their visit to Florida via visitflorida.com.  
In addition to English, the site is available in Deutsch, Espanol, Francais, Portgues, and Chinese.

Getting to OrlandoGETTING TO ORLANDO
Getting to Orlando is easy. The Orlando International Airport has 800 flights per 
day and is serviced by 40 airlines. It offers non-stop service to 34 international 
destinations, including Bogota, Santiago, San Salvador, Rio de Janeiro, Mexico City, 
Frankfurt, London, Dublin, Glasgow, and more.

Join colleagues from across the Americas and around the world at the World 
Congress of Gastroenterology (WCOG) at ACG2017.  WCOG returns to the USA after 
more than 20 years, and beautiful Orlando, Florida, is our host city. The theme-park 
capital of the world, you’ll find numerous family-friendly activities in the area.  
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WALT DISNEY WORLD® 
Walt Disney World is just a short drive from the Orange County Convention Center and area hotels. 
Attendees can enjoy a wide variety of attractions at Walt Disney World's four theme parks: Magic 
Kingdom®, Disney’s Animal Kingdom®, Epcot®, and Disney’s Hollywood Studios, plus two water parks, 
Disney’s Typhoon Lagoon and Disney’s Blizzard Beach. Whether you are a Disney movie fan or not, 
you can’t help but smile seeing the many movie characters that have made millions of people laugh for 
decades. New at Disney is Disney Springs, where you can enjoy shopping, dining and entertainment 
with your family.

Here are just a few of the highlights of each of the Walt Disney World Theme Parks. Each park includes 
rides and attractions. 

Magic Kingdom®

Cinderella’s Castle
Enchanted Tales with Belle
Meet Merida at Fairytale Garden

Disney’s Hollywood Studios
Star Wars Launch Bay  
Star Wars – Path of the Jedi
Jedi Training: Trials of the Temple
Toy Story Mania
For the First Time in Forever:  
A Frozen Sing-Along Celebration

Epcot
11 country pavilions Mexico, 
Norway, China, Germany, Italy, 
Japan, Morocco, France, United 
Kingdom, Canada, and the U.S.A. 
Meet Frozen characters at  
Royal Sommerhus
Jeweled Dragon Acrobats
Mission: SPACE
The Seas with Nemo and Friends

Disney’s Animal Kingdom
Dino-Sue
Discovery Island Trails
Conservation Station 
Humunga Kowabunga
Kilimanjaro Safaris

Attendees of the World Congress at ACG2017 will 
find much to do and see in the Orlando, Florida area. 
Orlando is home to Walt Disney World® and Epcot®, Universal 
Studios Florida®, SeaWorld® Orlando, and more. In addition to 
theme parks, visitors to Orlando will find a number of outdoor 
and sports attractions, as well as art museums and shopping.

Your ADVENTURE BEGINS in 	  
   ORLANDO, FLORIDA



SEAWORLD®

Even though Orlando is miles from ocean waters, you 
can still explore the greatest creatures of the sea with 

a visit to SeaWorld®. Popular rides and attractions 
include Dolphin Cove and the Dolphins Up-Close Tour, 
Antartica: Empire of the Penguin®, Shark Encounter®, 
and Shamu® Underwater Viewing. Plus, learn 
about SeaWorld’s efforts in animal care 

and rescue, as well as conservation.

KENNEDY SPACE CENTER
No theme park can beat the thrill of the Kennedy Space Center. This is 
NASA’s launch headquarter, and all NASA human space flights have 
taken place from the Kennedy Space Center since 1968. It’s about an 
hour’s drive from Orlando, so visit the Kennedy Space Center and 
take a tour to get an up-close view of the launch pad, the launch 
control center, the vehicle assembly building, and a history of Cape 
Canaveral, past and present. 

More of What to Do and SeeMORE OF WHAT TO DO AND SEE IN ORLANDO
If a theme park isn’t the adventure you seek, no problem. Orlando offers numerous art museums, shopping 
excursions, outdoor adventures, and of course, golf. There are more than 170 golf courses within an hour’s 
distance from Orlando to choose from.

SeaWorld

Kennedy

UniversalUNIVERSAL STUDIOS FLORIDA® AND UNIVERSAL’S ISLANDS 
OF ADVENTURE®

Ever dream that you could experience all the action you see in your favorite 
movie or TV show? You can when you visit Universal Orlando®, the number 
one movie and TV-based theme park in the world. Fans can enjoy 
such rides and attractions as Harry Potter and the Escape from 
Gringotts™, Despicable Me Minion Mayhem, E.T. Adventure®, Shrek 
4-D, The Simpsons Ride, Terminator 2®: 3-D, Transformers: The 
Ride-3D, and more. In addition, there are more than 50 dining 
options, including character dining. At Universal’s Islands of 
Adventure®, you’ll find the newest attraction, Skull Island, 
plus Harry Potter and the Forbidden Journey, Jurassic Park 
River Adventure®, The Incredible Hulk Coaster®, The Amazing 
Adventures of Spider Man®, and more.



If you are looking for attractions within driving 
distance of Orlando, you can also visit CENTRAL 
FLORIDA locations such as Daytona Beach, home 
of the Daytona International Speedway, which is 
approximately 50 miles away. A little farther, at 
approximately 100 miles, but still a short driving 
distance, is St. Augustine, Florida; one of the oldest 
and most historic cities of Florida. Founded in 1565, 
St. Augustine is the start of the Old Spanish Trail 
Transcontinental Highway, which connects Old 
Spanish colonial towns across the U.S. If all you want 
to do is hit the beach, within approximately 60 miles 
driving distance from Orlando are the beaches of 
Space Coast, home of the Kennedy Space Center. 
Beaches on Space Coast include Cocoa Beach, 
Melbourne Beaches, Palm Bay and Titusville.

Other regions of Florida include Northwest 
Florida, Northeast Florida, Southeast Florida, and 
Southwest Florida.

    EXPLORING  
More of FLORIDA
Extending your stay in Florida and want to 
know more of what there is to do and see in 
the Sunshine State? 

Southeast

Central

Southwest

Northeast

Northwest



NortheastNORTHEAST FLORIDA
Back on the Atlantic side of Florida, popular destinations include Jacksonville 
and Gainesville. Jacksonville is the first major city as you enter Florida from the 
North. In addition to enjoying numerous beaches, Jacksonville also offers the 
Intercoastal Waterway, as well as a number of marshes and lakes to explore. 
Gainesville, Florida, is inland and about a 90 minute drive from Orlando or 
Jacksonville. It offers numerous outdoor activities on one of the many lakes and 
rivers in the region. 

SoutheastSOUTHEAST FLORIDA
Located in Southeast Florida are popular cities like Miami, Key Largo, West 
Palm Beach, and the Florida Keys. Approximately 250 miles from Orlando, 
you can take a quick flight from Orlando to Miami to enjoy Miami’s dynamic 

nightlife. From Miami, rent a car and drive down Highway 1 to visit the 
Florida Keys. Vast ocean waters surrounding the Keys make Florida 

one of the top fishing destinations in the world. Your trip down 
Highway 1 ends in Key West, the Southernmost point in the 
continental U.S. If you want to explore the Everglades National 
Park, you’ll find it south of Miami. In the Everglades, you can find 
camping, hiking and canoeing trails, ranger-guided programs and 

bird watching. 

NorthwestNORTHWEST FLORIDA
The panhandle of Florida and on the Gulf side, Northwest 
Florida includes destinations such as Pensacola, Tallahassee 
and Panama City. Also referred to as the Emerald Coast, 
Northwest Florida features numerous beaches 
and resorts.

SouthwestSOUTHWEST FLORIDA
Want to explore the Gulf side of Florida? Drive west from Orlando to Tampa, 
St. Petersburg, or farther south to Ft. Myers or Naples. You’ll find numerous 
beaches along Southwest Florida’s coast, many of which are considered some 
of the finest in the U.S. The Tampa/St. Petersburg area is within driving 
distance, at 106 miles. Explore Florida’s Southwest region by car and drive 
down the coast to Naples, which is approximately 200 miles from Orlando.



CLINICAL UPDATES  
delivered by international and U.S. experts

CONNECT WITH COLLEAGUES  
from the Americas and around the world

DISCUSS GLOBAL HEALTH ISSUES  
and ways to work together to improve outcomes

HONE YOUR TECHNICAL SKILLS  
at hands-on endoscopy sessions

THE WORLD OF GI MEETS IN ORLANDO

for the WORLD CONGRESS of
GASTROENTEROLOGY @ ACG2017

First time in the U.S. in MORE THAN 20 YEARS!

COLLABORATE AND ENGAGE  
	 at the	 WORLD CONGRESS of

GASTROENTEROLOGY @ ACG2017



GASTROENTEROLOGY @ ACG2017

PRELIMINARY AGENDA*
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 13
7:00 am – 12:30 pm Pathophysiology Course
7:00 am – 4:30 pm Practice Management Course
7:30 am – 3:30 pm Endoscopy Course
1:45 pm – 5:00 pm What’s New in GI Pharmacology Course

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 14
7:50 am – 5:00 pm Postgraduate Course
10:00 am – 10:30 am ACG's David Sun Lecture
12:20 pm – 1:35 pm Optional Learning Luncheons (pre-registration and ticket required)
5:15 pm – 7:00 pm GI Jeopardy – See GI Fellows compete for the Jeopardy Cup!

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 15
7:50 am – 5:00 pm Postgraduate Course
12:20 pm – 1:35 pm Optional Learning Luncheons (pre-registration and ticket required)
3:30 pm – 7:00 pm Exhibit Hall Opens
3:30 pm – 7:00 pm Hands-on Endoscopy Workshop Center
3:30 pm – 7:00 pm Scientific Poster Sessions
5:15 pm – 7:00 pm Opening Welcome Reception

MONDAY, OCTOBER 16
6:30 am – 7:45 am Optional Breakfast Sessions (pre-registration and ticket required)
8:00 am – 9:00 am Presidential Plenary Session 1 – Free Paper/Abstract Presentations
9:00 am – 9:30 am ACG's Presidential Address
9:30 am – 10:30 am Presidential Plenary Session 2 – Free Paper/Abstract Presentations
10:00 am – 4:30 pm Exhibit Hall Open
10:30 am – 11:30 am Break – Visit the Exhibit Hall and Browse Scientific Posters
11:30 am – 12:45 pm Simultaneous Symposia 1
12:45 pm – 2:15 pm Lunch Break – Visit the Exhibit Hall and Browse Scientific Posters
2:15 pm – 2:45 pm The American Journal of Gastroenterology Lecture
2:45 pm – 3:00 pm WGO's Presidential Address
3:00 pm – 3:30 pm WGO's Bockus Lecture
3:30 pm – 4:30 pm Break – Visit the Exhibit Hall and Browse Scientific Posters
4:30 pm – 5:00 pm Simultaneous Plenary 1 – Free Paper/Abstract Presentations
5:00 pm – 6:15 pm Simultaneous Symposia 2 

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 17
6:45 am – 8:15 am Optional Breakfast Sessions (pre-registration and ticket required)
8:30 am – 10:00 am Simultaneous Plenary Session 2 – Free Paper/Abstract Presentations
10:10am – 10:45 am ACG's J. Edward Berk Distinguished Lecture
10:30 am – 5:00 pm Exhibit Hall Open
10:45am – 11:45 am Break – Visit the Exhibit Hall and Browse Scientific Posters
11:45 am – 1:00 pm Simultaneous Symposia 3
1:00 pm – 2:30 pm Lunch Break – Visit the Exhibit Hall and Browse Scientific Posters
2:30 pm –3:30 pm Simultaneous Plenary Session 3 – Free Paper/Abstract Presentations
3:40 pm – 4:10 pm ACG's Emily Couric Memorial Lecture
3:40 pm – 4:10 pm  WGO’s Brohee Lecture
4:10 pm – 5:00 pm Break – Visit the Exhibit Hall and Browse Scientific Posters
5:00 pm – 6:15 pm Simultaneous Symposia 4

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 18
6:45 am – 8:15 am Optional Breakfast Sessions (pre-registration and ticket required)
8:30 am – 10:15 am Simultaneous Plenary Session 4 – Free Paper/Abstract Presentations
10:20 am –10:55 am ACG's David Y. Graham Lecture
11:00 am – 12:15 pm Simultaneous Symposia 5 

*Times subject to change



ANNUAL POSTGRADUATE  
COURSE DIRECTORS

Aasma Shaukat, MD, MPH, FACG
GI Section Chief, Minneapolis  
VA Health Care System; 
Associate Professor, University 
of Minnesota, Minneapolis, MN

Marcelo Vela, MD, MSCR, FACG
Associate Professor of  
Medicine Mayo Clinic  
Scottsdale, AZ, USA

Geoffrey Metz, MD, FRACP, FRCP
Professor, Director of Medical 
Education, Epworth Hospital 
Clinical School, University of 
Melbourne, Melbourne,  
Australia

HANDS-ON WORKSHOP DIRECTORS 

Laith H. Jamil, MD, FACG
Associate Director of 
Interventional Endoscopy, 
Cedars-Sinai, Medical Center, 
Los Angeles, CA, USA

Vivek Kaul, MD, FACG
Chief, Division of 
Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology, Center for 
Advanced Therapeutic 
Endoscopy, University of 
Rochester Medical Center 
and Strong Memorial Hospital, 
Rochester, NY, USA

SCIENTIFIC PLANNING COMMITTEE

Kelly W. Burak, MD, FRCPC, MSc 
(Epid)
Associate Professor, University 
of Calgary, Calgary, AB, Canada

Seth A. Gross, MD, FACG
Chief of Gastroenterology, Tisch 
Hospital; Associate Professor of 
Medicine, NYU Langone Medical 
Center; New York, NY, USA

Johnathan A. Leighton, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine, Mayo 
Clinic, Scottsdale, AZ, USA

Geoffrey Metz, MD, FRACP, FRCP
Professor, Director of Medical 
Education, Epworth Hospital 
Clinical School, University of 
Melbourne, Melbourne, Australia

Carolina Olano, MD, MEd
Assistant Professor of Medicine, 
Universidad de la República, 
Montevideo, Uruguay

John R. Saltzman, MD, FACG
Director of Endoscopy; 
Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Brigham and Women’s Hospital; 
Boston, MA, USA

   Your WCOG @ ACG2017 
PLANNING COMMITTEE, GROUPS 
	       and COURSE DIRECTORS

GROUPS

COLON/COLONOSCOPY 

Chair Neil H. Stollman, MD, FACG
Chair, Department of Medicine, 
Alta Bates Summit Medical Center; 
Associate Clinical Professor of 
Medicine, University of California San 
Francisco, San Francisco, CA, USA

Prof. Damon Bizos 
Professor, Wits University, Donald Gordon 
Medical Centre, Johannesburg, Gauteng, 
South Africa 

Brooks D. Cash, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine, University of  
South Alabama, Mobile, AL, USA 

Tonya R. Kaltenbach, MD, MS, FACG
Associate Professor, Veterans Affairs San 
Francisco, UCSF, San Francisco, CA, USA

Amit Rastogi, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine, University 
of Kansas, Kansas City, KS, USA

ESOPHAGUS AND PEDIATRICS

Chair John E. Pandolfino, MD, 
MSCI, FACG
Professor of Medicine, Northwestern 
University, Chicago, IL, USA

Prof. Naima Amrani
Professor; Rabat Training Center Director 
University Mohammed 5, Faculty of  
Medicine and Pharmacy; Rabat Training 
Center Rabat, Morocco

Prasad G. Iyer, MD, MS, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, Mayo 
Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA

Nicholas J. Shaheen, MD, MPH, FACG
Professor of Medicine and Epidemiology, 
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology & 
Hepatology, University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill, NC, USA

Marcelo F. Vela, MD, MSCR, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, Mayo 
Clinic, Scottsdale, AZ, USA



 STOMACH AND FUNCTIONAL 

Chair Scott L. Gabbard, MD
Assistant Professor Cleveland 
Clinic Cleveland, OH, USA

 Darren M. Brenner, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine and Surgery 
Northwestern University Chicago, IL, USA

Christine Y. Hachem, MD, FACG
Associate Professor of Internal Medicine, St. 
Louis University, St. Louis, MO, USA 

Gregory S. Sayuk, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine and Psychiatry; 
Associate Director, Fellowship Training Program, 
Washington University in St. Louis School of 
Medicine, St. Louis, MO, USA

Professor Chun-Yin Wu, MD, MPH, LLM, PhD
Associate Professor of Medicine, National 
Yang-Ming University, Taipei, Taiwan (Republic 
of China)

HEPATOLOGY

Chair Joseph K. Lim, MD, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine; 
Director, Yale Viral Hepatitis 
Program, Yale University School of 
Medicine, New Haven, CT, USA

David E. Bernstein, MD, FACG
Vice Chair, Clinical Trials; Chief, Hepatology 
and Sandra Atlas Bass Center for Liver 
Diseases; Professor of Medicine, Hofstra 
Northwell School of Medicine, Northwell 
Health, Manhasset, New York, NY, USA

Kelly W. Burak, MD, FRCPC, MSc (Epid) 
Associate Professor, University of Calgary, 
Calgary, AB, Canada

Stanley M. Cohen, MD, FACG 
Medical Director, Hepatology University 
Hospital/Case Medical Center, Cleveland, 
OH, USA

Paul Y. Kwo, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine, Indiana University, 
Department of Medicine, Indianapolis, IN, USA 

Patrick G. Northup, MD 
Associate Professor, University of Virginia, 
Charlottesville, VA, USA

IBD 

Chair Uma Mahadevan, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine, UCSF 
Center for Colitis and Crohn’s 
Disease, San Francisco, CA, USA

Laura E. Raffals, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, MN, USA

Prof. Gerhard Rogler
Professor, University of Zurich, Zurich, 
Switzerland 

Miguel D. Regueiro, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine, University of Pittsburgh 
Medical Center, Pittsburgh, PA, USA

David T. Rubin, MD, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, University of 
Chicago Medicine, Chicago, IL, USA

PANCREATICO-BILIARY AND 
ENDOSCOPY 

Chair Girish Mishra, MD, MS, FACG 
Professor of Internal Medicine, 
Executive Director, Digestive 
Health Service Line; Director, 
Endoscopy and Clinical Services, 
Wake Forest University School of 
Medicine, Winston-Salem, NC, USA

Douglas G. Adler, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine; Director of 
Therapeutic Endoscopy, University of Utah 
School of Medicine, Salt Lake City, UT, USA

Qiang Cai, MD, PhD, FACG
Professor of Medicine; Director of Advanced 
Endoscopy Fellowship, The Emory Clinic-
Digestive Diseases, Atlanta, GA, USA

Timothy B. Gardner, MD, MS, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, Dartmouth-
Hitchcock Medical Center, Lebanon, NH, USA 

Linda S. Lee, MD
Medical Director, Women’s GI Health; 
Director, Endoscopic Education; Assistant 
Professor, Brigham and Women’s Hospital; 
Boston, MA, USA

Mark D. Topazian, MD, FACG
Professor of Medicine, Mayo Clinic, 
Rochester, MN, USA

SMALL BOWEL, 
MISCELLANEOUS, AND 
PRACTICE MANAGEMENT 

Chair Amy S. Oxentenko, MD, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, 
Mayo Clinic, Rochester, MN, USA

Kathy P. Bull-Henry, MD, FACG
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Georgetown 
University Hospital, Washington, DC, USA

Mark T. DeMeo, MD, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, Rush 
University Medical Center, Chicago, IL, USA

David A. Greenwald, MD, FACG
Director of Clinical Gastroenterology and 
Endoscopy, Mount Sinai Hospital, New York, 
NY, USA

Michael S. Morelli, MD, CPE, FACG
President, Indianapolis Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology, Indianapolis, IN, USA

Carolina Olano, MD, MEd
Assistant Professor of Medicine, Universidad 
de la República, Montevideo, Uruguay

Irving M. Pike, MD, FACG
Senior Vice President and Chief Medical Officer, 
John Muir Health, Walnut Creek, CA, USA 

Carol E. Semrad, MD, FACG
Associate Professor of Medicine, University of 
Chicago Medicine, Chicago, IL, USA

William R. Stern, MD, FACG
Staff Physician, Associates in 
Gastroenterology, Rockville, MD, USA

As always, optional full-day and half-day 
Friday courses such as Pharmacology, 
Pathophysiology, Practice Management, 
and Endoscopy will be offered.



    Learn more about plans for the  
World Congress of Gastroenterology @ ACG2017:  
		   	   worldcongressacg2017.org

 Follow ACG on Twitter: @AmCollegeGastro
 

 Follow WGO on Twitter: @WGO_WGOF

HASHTAG: #WORLDCONGRESSGI2017


