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Welcome!

ASSOCIATION OF ASTHMA EDUCATORS

The Association of Asthma Educators (AAE) is the premier national nonprofit
organization devoted to excellence and raising the competency of diverse individuals
who educate patients and families living with asthma. The AAE Annual Conference is the
most prominent educational offering of AAE, drawing over 250 asthma educators from
all professions, including: respiratory therapists, nurses, pharmacists, physicians, nurse
practitioners, physician assistants, community health workers, athletic trainers, and
other healthcare professionals.

The common denominator of our conference attendees is a passion for improving
asthma care through asthma education. This multidisciplinary approach provides a
unique opportunity to reach a diverse, and influential target group. The inter-
professional nature of the AAE Conference makes it unique as attendees gain new
knowledge, skills, and insights to improve patient care when they return to their practice
sites. Our conference will offer AMA PRA Category 1 Credits, ACPE, CE, and CRCE credits. 

Thank you for joining us Kansas City!

www. asthmaeducators.org
admin@asthmaeducators.org



Dual Learning Tracks General Session

Registration includes: CEs,
Breakfast, Lunch, and Receptions

General Session
and Breakouts

23 24 25

Registration

www. asthmaeducators.org

ASSOCIATION OF ASTHMA EDUCATORS

WED JULY THU JULY FRI JULY



Plan Your Stay

Two nationally renowned art museums are
located nearby, The Nelson-Atkins Museum of
Art and Kemper Museum of Contemporary Art.
Located on the campus of UMKC, the Kansas
City Repertory Theatre is one of the best-kept
secrets in the Midwestern theater scene,
delighting local audiences and inspiring New
York productions at the same time.

ASSOCIATION OF ASTHMA EDUCATORS

Sidewalk cafes and patios on the Plaza just can’t be beat.
See for yourself and rest your heels at local institutions like
Fiorella's Jack Stack Barbecue (upscale smoky 'cue) and
Gram & Dun (comfort food with creative drink pairings).
Rye features down-home favorites such as fried chicken and
hand-selected steaks cooked over pecan and white oak,
plus a killer weekend brunch. Other favorites include Kaldi's
Coffee for caffeination and Shake Shack for craveworthy
cheeseburgers.

www. asthmaeducators.org
admin@asthmaeducators.org

https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/nelson-atkins-museum-art
https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/nelson-atkins-museum-art
https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/kemper-museum-contemporary-art
https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/kansas-city-repertory-theatre
https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/kansas-city-repertory-theatre
https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/fiorellas-jack-stack-barbecue-plaza
https://gramanddun.com/
https://www.visitkc.com/business-detail/rye-plaza
https://kaldiscoffee.com/pages/country-club-plaza
https://kaldiscoffee.com/pages/country-club-plaza
https://www.shakeshack.com/location/country-club-plaza-kansas-city-mo
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Floor Plan
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Networking & Welcome
Event
Tues. July 22 @ 6:30pm  



ASSOCIATION OF ASTHMA EDUCATORS

FRI. JULY 25 @ 6:15 AM  

You can't pour from an empty cup. Take care of yourself first.

AAE has put a strong emphasis/focus on

health for all our members with the

annual Cooper 5K FunRun/1 mile walk at

every conference since 2012 led by

Cindy Cooper herself. This activity truly

extends out to the patients’ lives we all

touch who have asthma, leading by

example, and stressing the importance

of taking it one step at a time and

remembering every step matters!



Wednesday July 23, 2025  
Learning TRACK 1 
INTEGRATING FRESH PERSPECTIVES INTO ASTHMA 
EDUCATION  
Grand Ballroom ABC 

 Topics 
Speakers 

 

7:00 AM Breakfast in Plaza Terrace PLAZA TERRACE 

8:00-8:45 AM 
Kansas City - Overcoming the Social 

Determinants of Health (A Case Study) 
Kylie Smith 

8:45 -9:30 AM 
Breaking Down Access Barriers in Rural 

Communities 
Tammy Rood  

9:30-9:45 AM BREAK  

9:45-10:30 AM  
Home Environmental Assessment: The Art 
and Science of a Room-by-Room Approach 

John Kraemer 

10:30 – 11:15 AM 
From Awareness to Action: Launching an 
Asthma Education Community Outreach 

Program 
Jessica Cowns  

11:15 -12:00 AM 
Elevate Breathing Excellence Through 

Targeted Healthcare Interactions 
Suzan Michelle 

Collins 

12:00-1:00 PM LUNCH (Lunch Provided by AAE)  

1:00 -1:45 PM 

A Holistic View of Asthma: Exploring the 
Impact of Food Nutrition Security and 
Wider Social Determinants on Health 

Outcomes 

Marissa Love 

1:45 -2:30 PM 
Breathing Easier: Understanding Biologic 

Therapies for Asthma from a Patient's 
Perspective 

Ashley Lachowicz 

2:30- 3:15 PM 
Exploring the Impact of Sleep Disorders on 

Asthma Severity and Management 
Kevin Collins 

3:15 - 3:30 PM BREAK  

3:30- 4:30 PM 
Asthma Education Workforce: How 
CHWs and Medical Providers Work 

Together for Better Outcomes 
Traci Hardin 

4:30-5:00 PM Music Teaches the “Language of Asthma” Alfred Keith 

5:00-7:00 PM VENDOR RECEPTION 
Grand Ballroom 

EFG 



Wednesday July 23, 2025  
Learning TRACK 2 
ASTHMA AND ALLERGY IN SPECIAL POPULATIONS  
Grand Ballroom D 

 Topics Speakers 
7:00 AM Breakfast in Plaza Terrace  PLAZA TERRACE 

8:00 AM Welcome Maureen George 

8:00-9:00 AM 
Pediatric Asthma Management: State of 

the Science 
Marcia Winston 

9:00 -9:45 AM 
Adult Asthma Management: State of the 

Science 
Karen Gregory 

9:45-10:00 AM BREAK  

10:00-10:45 AM 
Populations who Experience Asthma 

Disparities 
Maureen George 

10:45 – 11:30 AM 
Severe Asthma Management: State of the 

Science 
Karen Gregory 

11:30 AM-12:00 PM 
Asthma Management Considerations in 

Populations Who Smoke or Vape 
Marcia Winston 

12:00-12:45 PM LUNCH (Lunch Provided by AAE)  

12:45-1:30 PM 
Managing Asthma in Non-Adherent 

Patients 
Maureen George 

1:30-2:00 PM Managing Exercise-Induced Asthma Marcia Winston 
2:00-2:30 PM 

 Managing Asthma in Pregnancy Maureen George 

2:30-2:45 PM BREAK  

2:45-3:45 PM 
Pediatric and Adult Management of 
Asthma with Concomitant Allergic 

Conditions: State of the Science 
Karen Gregory 

3:45-4:15 PM Managing Asthma in Obese Patients Karen Gregory 

4:15-5:00 PM 
Managing Asthma in the Elderly Including 

those with Comorbid COPD 
Maureen George 

5:00-7:00 PM VENDOR RECEPTION 
GRAND BALLROOM 

EFG 
 

 

 

 



Thursday July 24, 2025 
GENERAL SESSION  
Grand Ballroom ABCD 

 Topics Speakers 

7:15 AM  Check In Registration 
7:30AM-8:30 AM Product Theatre (Breakfast Provided by AAE) Regeneron 

8:30-9:00 AM EXHIBIT HALL  
GRAND BALLROOM 

EFG 

9:00 AM 
AsthmaUpstream Healthcare: Healthy - Health 

Begins at Home 
Ryan Allenbrand 

9:45 AM The Impacts of Climate Change on Asthma Elizabeth Friedman 

10:30 AM 
Asthma Yardstick Update/E-Pediatric 

Yardstick  
Todd Mahr 

11:15 AM 
Asthma Biologics: Current Landscape and 

Future Directions 

Stephanie 
Duehlmeyer 

Celtina Reinert 

12:00 Product Theatre (Lunch Provided by AAE) Astra Zeneca 

1:00 PM Adult Occupational Asthma Matt Sharpe 
1:45 PM Asthma and COPD Overlap Syndrome Gary Salzman 

2:30 PM 30 BREAK- EXHIBITS 
GRAND BALLROOM 

EFG 

3:00 PM 
New Developments of Asthma in Infants and 

Toddlers-When Does it Start? 
Tina Tolomeo 

3:45 PM 
Impact and Consequences of Viral Illness in 

Pediatric  
Catherine Kier 

4:30-5:15 PM 
Challenges and Opportunities in Asthma Care 

for Adolescents and Teens-Preparing to 
Transition to Adult Care 

Melissa Penkalski 

5:15 PM-6:00 PM 
Optimizing Asthma Management:  Enhancing 

Medication Adherence for Effective Care  
Andrea D’Mello 

6:00 PM RECEPTION in Grand Ballrooms Awards/ Posters 

7:30 PM End Reception  
 

 

 



Friday July 25, 2025 
BREAKOUTS/ SPECIAL SESSIONS AND PLENARY 

 Topics Speakers 

6:15 AM Annual Cooper FUN RUN 5K/1 Mi Walk 
 

7:30 AM Exhibits 
GRAND BALLROOM 
EFG 

8:00 AM Product Theatre (Breakfast Provided by AAE) Regeneron 

9:00 AM 
Past President Spotlight:  Utilizing AI to create 
an Asthma Friendly Environment 

Melinda Shuler 
Matt Fisher 

10:00 AM BREAK 
GRAND BALLROOM 
EFG 

10:15 AM BREAKOUT SESSION 1 (See ORANGE Grouping)  

11:15 AM BREAKOUT SESSION 2 (See GREEN Grouping)  

12:15 PM Product Theatre (Lunch Provided by AAE)  
Genentech 

1:15 PM BREAKOUT SESSION 3 (See YELLOW Grouping)  

2:15 PM BREAKOUT SESSION 4 (See PINK Grouping) 
 

3:15 PM AE-C Certification Update  

Traci Arney, Clifton 
Dennis, Timothy 
Hudd, Tami Kochan, 
Lori Tinkler 

4:15 PM AAE: LEADING THE WAY  Clifton Dennis 

5:15 PM Conference Adjourned 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

10:15 AM BREAKOUT SESSION 1   
Seville 1 ICS-Based Rescue - A Window of Opportunity  Tim Hudd 

Seville 2 
How Aerodigestive Disorders Contribute to Poorly-
Controlled Asthma Erin Khan 

 

11:15 AM BREAKOUT SESSION   
Seville 1 It’s SMART to have an Asthma Action Plan  Anne Borgemeyer 

Seville 2 
Using an AI chatbot program to prevent hospital 
readmissions in adults with asthma Jill Weeks  

 

1:15 PM BREAKOUT SESSION 3  

Seville 1 

Breathing in Harmony: Comparing 
Pathophysiology and Pharmacotherapy in COPD 
and Asthma Kristyn Korankyi 

Seville 2 Deeper Dive into choosing an Asthma Biologic 

Stephanie 
Duehlmeyer/Celtina 
Reinert 

 

2:15 PM BREAKOUT SESSION 4  
Seville 1 “How to promote your Asthma Program” Linda Nozart 

Seville 2 
Case:  Asthma and Climate Change: Pathways to 
easier breathing   Marcia Winston 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

SPECIAL SESSION:  
PULMONARY FUNCTION 

  
Location: ROANOAKE 

 

 Friday, July 25, 10:15 AM - 4:15 PM  

Participants 
must pre-

register and 
attend the 

entire series 

A progressive learning pathway uses lectures, 
demonstrations, and individual practice to 
provide participants with the skills to conduct 
accurate and valid lung function testing in the 
hospital or clinic settings. The breakout 
sessions are designed for the beginner to more 
advance practitioners; participants will earn 5.0 
hours of continuing education credits. 
 

Limited to 24 
Participants 

10:15 AM 
Overview of Spirometry & Technical Errors 
Kevin Collins  

Kevin Collins 

11:00 AM 
Quality Assurance/Reference Equations Kevin 
Collins  

Kevin Collins 

11:45 AM 
Practicum I (Hands On): Quality Procedures / 
Patient Preparation 

Kevin Collins & 
Heather Murgatroyd  

 BREAK (LUNCHEON)  
1:15 PM Bronchodilator Responsiveness Testing  Kevin Collins 

1:45 PM Bronchoprovocation Challenge Testing Heather 
Murgatroyd Heather Murgatroyd 

2:30 PM BREAK  

2:45 PM 
Practicum II (Hands On): Spirometry Testing & 
Bronchoprovocation Challenge Testing 

Kevin Collins & 
Heather Murgatroyd  

3:45 PM Interpretive Strategies Kevin Collins  Kevin Collins 

4:15 PM Return to Plenary Session  

 

 

 

 

 

  



AAE Board of Directors 
Traci Arney MSN, FNP-BC, AE-C Treasurer- Executive Board 

Kevin  Collins PhD, RRT, RPFT, AE-C 
Immediate Past President Executive 
Board/Conference Committee/Co Chair 

Clifton Dennis BHA, RRT, RPFT, AE-C President Executive Board 
Kari  Elliott DNP, CPNP-PC, NP-C, AE-C Secretary Executive Board 
Morgan  Evans DNP, APRN-BC, AE-C Board/Conference Committee 
Timothy Hudd PharmD Board 
Tami Kochan MSN, RN, AE-C Executive Board Incoming President 
Thomas  Lamey PhD, RRT, AE-C Board of Directors 
Linda  Nozart MPH, BSRT, RRT, AE-C Board 

Stefanie  Rollins APRN-CNP, AE-C 
VP Executive Board/Conference Committee-Co-
Chair 

Anita  Shuler BS, RRT, RRT-NPS, AE-C Board/Conference Committee 
Kylie  Smith RRT-NPS, AE-C Board/Conference Committee 

 

  



 

2025 Conference Committee 
Kevin  Collins PhD, RRT, RPFT, AE-C Immediate Past President Executive Board/Conference 

Committee/Co Chair 

Cindy  Cooper RN, AE-C   Conference Committee 

Morgan  Evans DNP, APRN-BC, AE-C Board/Conference Committee 

Karen L.  Gregory DNP, APRN, CNS, RRT, AE-C, 
FAARC  

Acute Care Advance Practice Nurse with a specialty in 
asthma/Oklahoma Allergy and Asthma Clinic 

Dee Mallam RN, AE-C   Conference Committee 

Stefanie  Rollins APRN-CNP, AE-C VP Executive Board/Conference Co-Chair 
 

Anita 
 
 
Melinda 

Shuler 
 
 
Shuler 

BS, RRT, RRT-NPS, AE-C 
 
 
MHS, RCP, RRT, CTTS, HHS, AE-C 

Pediatric Respiratory Educator/Board, Conference 
Committee 
 
Quality Management Director, EBCI Tribal Option-
Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority/Conference Co-Chair 
 

Kylie  Smith RRT-NPS, AE-C Board/Conference Committee 

Teresa Summe BS, RRT, AE-C Lee Health Manager Asthma and COPD Education 
Management/Conference Co-Chair 
 
 

Elisa Thompson MSN, APRN-CNP Nurse Practitioner/Oklahoma Allergy and Asthma Clinic 
Conference Co-Chair 

Marcia Winston RN, MSN, CPNP-PC, AE-C Pediatric Nurse Practitioner CHOP/Conference Committee 

 

  



Speakers 

Ryan Allenbrand MS, CIEC, HHS Children's Mercy Hospital 

Anne Borgmeyer DNP, RN, CPNP, AE-C 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner St. Louis Children’s 
Hospital 

Amanda Clark RRT President, Carolina Diagnostic Solutions, LLC 

Suzan  Collins 
BSRT, RRT, AE-C, 
AARC/AACVPR, TTS 

Lung Health Educator/Respiratory Care 
Practitioner MH Pen Bay Primary Care 

Kevin  Collins PhD, RRT, RPFT, AE-C Associate Professor, Texas State University 

Jessica  Cowns RRT-NPS, AEC 
Respiratory Educator Bethany Children's Health 
Center Oklahoma 

Clifton Dennis AE-C, BHA, RRT AAE President 

Andrea D’ Mello MD Allergist/Clinical Immunologist, KUMC 

Stephanie Duehlmeyer PharmD  Children's Mercy Kansas City 

Matthew Fisher CEO/Founder Altair Health 

Elizabeth  Friedman MD MPH 
Children's Mercy, Kansas City; University of 
Missouri, Kansas City 

Maureen George PHD, RN, AE-C, FAAN 
Professor of Nursing at CUIMC, Columbia 
University School of Nursing 

Karen L.  Gregory 
DNP, APRN, CNS, 
RRT, AE-C, FAARC  

Acute Care Advance Practice Nurse with a specialty 
in asthma/Oklahoma Allergy and Asthma Clinic 

Traci Hardin MPH, AE-C AAE CHW Coordinator 

Timothy Hudd PharmD Professor of Pharmacy Practice MCPHS 



Al  Keith BA, CRT, AE-C CEO and Founder CTK Clinical Consultants LLC 

Erin  Khan MD Assistant Professor, Children's Mercy Kansas City 

Catherine  Kier MD, MHA 
Professor of Pediatrics, Renaissance School of 
Medicine, Stony Brook University 

Kristen Korankyi 
 
Pharm.D., M.S.Ed., AE-C 

Assistant Clinical Professor of Pharmacy Practice, 
Auburn University Harrison College of Pharmacy 

John Kraemer PhD Professor, Southeast Missouri State University 

Ashley Lachowicz 
MSc, RRT, RRT-ACCS, 
RRT-NPS, AE-C 

Adult Clinical Specialist, Rush University Medical 
Center 

Marissa Love MD Assistant Professor, University of Kansas Medical  

Todd Mahr MD, FACAAI Pediatric Allergist-Immunologist 

Heather L.  Murgatroyd RRT, CPFT Senior Clinical Specialist Methapharm Respiratory 

Melissa Penkalski 
DNP, APRN, CPNP-PC, 
AE-C 

Missouri State University-Graduate Programs 
Director, Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Associate 
Professor 

Celtina Reinert PharmD 
Specialty Pharmacist at CMH at Children's Mercy 
Kansas City 

Tammy Rood DNP, CPNP-PC, AE-C 
Pediatric Nurse Practitioner, Assistant Teaching 
Professor, University of Missouri-Columbia 

Gary Salzman MD 
Professor of Medicine, Chief Respiratory and CCM 
UMKC 

Matt Sharpe M.D. 

Professor of Internal Medicine, Department of 
Pulmonary and Critical Care. University of Kansas 
School of Medicine 



Melinda Shuler 
MHS, RCP, RRT, CTTS, 
HHS, AE-C 

Quality Management Director, EBCI Tribal Option-
Cherokee Indian Hospital Authority/Conference 
Co-Chair 

Kylie Smith BS, RRT-NPS, AE-C 
Asthma Program Coordinator, Children’s Mercy 
Hospital/Conference Committee 

Tina  Tolomeo 
DNP, APRN, FNP-BC, 
AE-C Senior Director, Patient Access Yale Medicine 

Jill Weeks BS, RRT, AE-C Respiratory Disease Specialist, El Camino Health 

Marcia   Winston  RN, MSN, CPNP-PC, AE-C       Pediatric Nurse Practitioner CHOP/Conference 

  



THANK
YOU
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