
OBJECTIVES
1. Apply novel techniques for open and laparoscopic abdominal wall reconstructive techniques 
2. Define anatomic aspects of abdominal wall reconstruction 
3. Discuss different aspects of synthetic and biological mesh products available today and their appropriate indications.

Thursday, August 6th

7:00am -12:00pm	 Live Surgery - Open Complex Abdominal Wall reconstructions with TAR
	 Laparoscopic ventral and inguinal hernia repairs | Robotic reconstruction of the abdominal wall
	 Cleveland Clinic & Webcasts: US and South America
	 Michael Rosen, MD; Conrad Ballecer, MD; Jorge Daes, MD; Anthony Gonzalez, MD; Daniel Marcus, MD; Guy Voeller, MD
12:00pm - 1:00pm	 Lunch
1:00pm - 5:00pm	 Live Surgery Continued
	 Dinner for all participants Thursday evening

Friday, August 7th
7:45 - 8:00 am	 Welcome/Updates from the AHS
	 William Hope, MD
8:00 - 8:15 am 	 1. Articles that have changed my practice/ Every Hernia surgeon should know 
	 Gina Adrales, MD
8:15 - 8:30 am	 2. Prehabilitation: 5 simple things every surgeon can do to optimize their patients preoperatively for Complex 		
	 AWR - Michael Rosen, MD	
8:30 - 8:45 am	 3. Technical Pearls in prevention and repair of incisional hernias
	 William Hope, MD
8:45 - 9:30 am	 Panel - Interactive Case Presentations
	 Moderator: Michael Rosen, MD | Panelist: Alfie Carbonell, DO; Kent Kercher, MD; Brian Jacob, MD; 	
	 David Earle, MD, Yuri Novitsky, MD
9:30 - 10:00 am	 Break 
10:00 - 11:00 am	 Great Debate
	 1. Robotic surgery will be the future for ventral and inguinal hernia repair
	 Moderator: Kent Kercher, MD | Pro - Alfie Carbonell, DO | Con - Brent Matthews, MD
	 2. How will surgeons make decisions in the future on how we care for our patients? 
	 Is the randomized controlled trial dead? 
	 Moderator: Ben Poulose, MD | Pro - Bruce Ramshaw, MD | Con - Flavio Malcher, MD
11:00 - 11:15 am   	 Social Media and Surgical Education:  The Rise of the IHC?
	 Brian Jacob, MD
11:15 - 11:40 am	 Lotions, Potions, Dressings, and Snake Oils: Does any of this stuff really matter?
	 Jeff Janis, MD
11:40 - 11:55 am	 Americas Hernia Society Quality Collaborative: How to maximize value in your practice
	 Ben Poulose, MD
11:55am - 12:00pm	 Closing Remarks | Questions | Adjourn
	 William Hope, MD
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COURSE OVERVIEW/AUDIENCE
This course is an update on new mesh technology and advances 
in surgical procedures for the treatment of ventral and inguinal 
hernias. This course is for general surgeons, herniologists, plastic 
surgeons, trauma surgeons, and colorectal surgeons. This course 
will provide information regarding the surgical approach to com-
plex abdominal wall reconstruction, anterior and posterior com-
ponent separation techniques, laparoscopic ventral hernia repair, 
and appropriate usage of biologic and synthetic mesh. Course 
content will include state of the art lectures, panel discussion, 
instructive video presentations, and live surgery demonstration.
ACCREDITATION STATEMENT
This activity has been planned and implemented in accordance 
with the accreditation requirements and policies of the Accredita-
tion Council for Continuing Medical Education (ACCME) through 
the joint providership of The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center 
for Continuing Education and Americas Hernia Society. The 
Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education is 
accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing medical educa-
tion for physicians.
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Educa-
tion designates this live activity for a maximum of 12.75 AMA 
PRA Category 1 Credits TM. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity.
Participants claiming CME credit from this activity may submit 
the credit hours to the American Osteopathic Association for 
Category 2 credit.

This course will help fulfill the requirements for the American 
College of Surgeons Maintenance of Certification, Part 2.

FACULTY DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Educa-
tion has implemented a policy to comply with the current Accred-
itation Council for Continuing Medical Education Standards for 
Commercial Support requiring resolution of all faculty conflicts of 
interest.  Faculty declaring a relevant commercial interest will be 
identified in the activity syllabus.
AMERICANS WITH DISABILITIES ACT
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Educa-
tion fully intends to comply with the legal requirements of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act.  If you need assistance, please 
notify AHS at 303-567-7899 at least two weeks prior to the activity.  
REGISTRATION

REGISTER AT WWW.AMERICANHERNIASOCIETY.ORG
Americas Hernia Society members’ registrations canceled by July 
20, 2015 will be fully refunded. Non-members’ registrations can-
celed by July 20th will be refunded minus a $25 handling fee. Any 
cancellations after July 20th are non-refundable. 

 

Attendee Before 
6/21/2015

After 
6/21/2015

AHS Member $275 $300

Non-member $375    $400
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