
Palliative Medicine and 
Supportive Oncology 2015
The 18th International Symposium

July 23-25, 2015  
Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Center 
Cleveland, Ohio

Why Attend?

•	 Network with world leaders in palliative medicine and oncology

•	 Participate in state-of-the-art discussions

•	 Learn from diverse perspectives of multiple specialties including 
palliative medicine, hematology, and radiation oncology

•	 Attend parallel workshops on key topics including falls prevention 
and starting a home-based palliative medicine program

•	 Optional ABIM Learning Session – Earn 10 points towards 
Maintenance of Certification

Register Today! www.ccfcme.org/pallmed15

Call for Abstracts Submission 

Deadline: May 29, 2015



About the Palliative Medicine and Supportive Oncology Symposium
The Palliative Medicine and Supportive Oncology Symposium focuses on providing an intensive 
multidisciplinary review of cutting-edge topics in the rapidly developing field of palliative medicine and 
supportive oncology. This year the Machaskee Lecture will feature Dr. Graeme Rocker speaking on 
“End of Life Care for COPD.” Together, we will explore potential solutions to improve the quality of care 
of patients with chronic illnesses through palliative and supportive oncology therapies. We will examine 
improved therapeutic options in the hematology patient and the role of radiation in palliative medicine. 
Parallel workshops and sessions are being offered with a focus on supportive oncology and key 
palliative medicine topics: falls prevention and starting a home-based palliative medicine program.

Who Should Attend
Practitioners and health care professionals who seek to learn the latest developments in 
palliative medicine and supportive oncology, including hematologists/oncologists, family practice 
physicians, internal medicine physicians, physician assistants, advanced practice nurses, nurses, 
social workers, pharmacists and hospice care providers.

Objectives
After completing this activity, participants will be able to do the following:

•	 Improve management of advanced COPD including the role of opioids in this setting
•	 Develop a plan for discontinuing medications in the hospice setting
•	 Recognize new radiation techniques available for cancer patients
•	 Review geriatric topics including medication management and assessment in cancer 
•	 Improve integration of Palliative Medicine in non-cancer disease states
•	 Identify the role of supportive care in hematologic malignancies
•	 Improve medical management of select symptoms
•	 Discuss administrative issues for palliative medicine and hospice programs

FACULTY
Symposium Director
Susan LeGrand, MD, FACP, FAAHPM
The Harry R. Horwitz Center for Palliative 
Medicine and Supportive Oncology
Taussig Cancer Institute
Cleveland Clinic

Guest Faculty
Mary Lynn McPherson, PharmD, BCPS
Professor and Vice Chair for Education
Department of Pharmacy Practice and Science
Baltimore, MD

Marcos Montagnini, MD
University of Michigan Geriatrics
East Ann Arbor Health and Geriatrics Center  
Ann Arbor, MI 

Graeme Rocker, MA, MHSc, DM
Head of the Division of Respirology
Dalhousie University Medical Center
Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada

Cleveland Clinic Faculty
Kathy Brezine
Medical Care at Home

Samuel Chao, MD
Staff, Department of Radiation Oncology

Chad Cummings
Director, Continuous Improvement
Taussig Cancer Institute

Laura DePiero, RN
Center for Connected Care

Krista Dobbie, MD
Staff, The Harry R. Horvitz Center for Palliative 
Medicine and Supportive Oncology

Anne Fitz, MSN
Department of Palliative Care

Aaron Gerds, MD
Staff, Department of Hematology/Oncology

Mona Gupta, MD
Staff, Department of Hematology/Oncology

Abdo Haddad, MD
Staff, Moll Cancer Center at Fairview Hospital

Susan McInnes, MD
Staff, Department of Hematology/Oncology

Gordon McLennan, MD
Department of Diagnostic Radiology

Armida Parala, MD
Staff, Department of Hematology/Oncology

Chirag Patel, MD
Staff, The Harry R. Horvitz Center for Palliative 
Medicine and Supportive Oncology

Samantha Pfaff, RN
Department of Palliative Care

Susannah Rose, PhD
Staff, Department of Bioethics

Richard Rosenquist, MD
Chairman, Pain Management Center

Tanya Sanford, CNP
The Harry R. Horvitz Center for Palliative Medicine 
and Supportive Oncology

Isabel Schuermeyer, MD
Staff, Center for Behavioral Health

Laura Shoemaker, MD
Associate Staff, Department of Hematology/Oncology

Jason Valent, MD
Staff, Department of Hematology/Oncology

Jennifer Yu, MD, PhD
Staff, Department of Radiation Oncology



Agenda
Thursday, July 23, 2015

7:00 am	 	 Registration/Continental Breakfast

7:50-8:00 am	 Welcome

PALLIATIVE MEDICINE
Chair: Susan LeGrand, MD

8:00-8:40 am	 End of Life Care for COPD – Machaskee Lecture
		  Graeme Rocker, MA, MHSc, DM

8:40-9:00 am	 Research: Hope/Herth Study – Chirag Patel, MD

9:00-9:20 am	 Stereotactic Radiosurgery for Brain Metastases – Samuel Chao, MD

9:20-9:40 am	 Care Paths: Coming to Agreement – Chad Cummings

9:40-10:00 am	 Opioid Induced Constipation – Krista Dobbie, MD

Chair: Chiraq Patel
10:00-10:40 am	 Interventional Pain Management – Richard Rosenquist, MD

10:40-11:00 am	 Hydration at End-of-Life – Susan LeGrand, MD

11:00-11:20 am	 Hyperthermia: Where Does it Fit? – Jennifer Yu, MD

11:20-11:40 am	 Myeloma: Improved Therapeutic Options – Jason Valent, MD

11:40-12:00 pm	 Submitted Abstracts: Oral Presentations

12:00-12:30 pm	 Break

SUPPORTIVE ONCOLOGY
Chair: Susan McInnes, MD

1:30-2:00 pm	 Palliative Partnership Project – Susannah Rose, PhD

2:00-2:30 pm	 Cryoablation – Gordon McLennan, MD

2:30-3:00 pm	 Lasix in Hypercalcemia: Is There a Role? – Susan LeGrand, MD

3:00-3:30 pm	 Integrating Palliative Medicine in Hematologic Malignancies – Aaron Gerds, MD

1:30-3:30 pm	 WORKSHOPS

	 	 1. Falls Prevention – Anne Fitz, MSN and Samantha Pfaff, RN

	 	 2. Starting a Home-Based Palliative Medicine Program: Lessons Learned –  
		      Laura DePiero, RN and Kathy Brezine



Agenda
Friday, July 24, 2015

GENERAL SESSION
7:00 am	 Registration, Continental Breakfast,  
	 Exhibits, and Poster Session

PALLIATIVE MEDICINE
Chair: Krista Dobbie, MD

8:00-8:40 am	 The Beers Criteria and Palliative 
Medicine – Marcus Montagnini, MD

8:40-9:00 am	 New Diabetic Medications: What is Their Role in Palliative Medicine 
Lynn McPherson, PharmD

9:00-9:20 am	 Physical Therapy in Advanced Disease – Chirag Patel, MD

9:20-9:40 am	 The Role of Radiation in Palliative Medicine – Samuel Chao, MD

9:40-10:00 am	 Break/Exhibits

Chair: Armida Parala, MD

10:00-10:40 am	 Integrating Palliative Medicine and Heart Disease  
Krista Dobbie, MD

10:40-11:00 am	 Opioids in Advanced COPD Graeme Rocker, MA, MHSc, DM

11:20-11:40 am	 Cannabinoids – Lynn McPherson, PharmD

11:40-12:00 pm	 Value Based Care – Chad Cummings

12:00-12:30 pm	 Break

SUPPORTIVE ONCOLOGY
Chair: Mona Gupta, MD

1:30-2:00 pm	 Growth Factors and Their Role in Hematologic Malignancies  
Aaron Gerds, MD

2:00-2:30 pm	 Stereotactic Body Radiotherapy – Samuel Chao, MD

2:30-3:00 pm	 Assessment of the Geriatric Oncology Patient – Abdo Haddad, MD

3:00-3:30 pm	 Measurement of Distress in Cancer Patients – Isabel Schuermeyer, MD

1:30-3:30 pm 	 WORKSHOPS 

	 	 1. Falls Prevention – Anne Fitz, MSN and Samantha Pfaff, RN

	 	 2. Starting a Home-Based Palliative Medicine Program: Lessons Learned –  
		      Laura DePiero, RN and Kathy Brezine

Optional ABIM Maintenance of Certification Learning Session
Friday, July 24, 2015  5:00-7:00 pm
ABIM Medical Knowledge Module: 2015 Update in Hospice and Palliative Medicine
Susan LeGrand, MD

The American Board of Internal Medicine (ABIM) hospice and palliative medicine knowledge 
module will be offered. Clinical experts will lead interactive and collaborative in-depth 
discussions on each case-based question. Session attendees will actively participate in 
weighing the evidence case-by-case, discuss the options with the faculty and other participants, 
and identify the most appropriate answer to the ABIM questions.

Module is worth 10 points toward Maintenance of Certification.

Breakfast 
with 

the Professor
Friday, July 24
7:00-8:00 am

Saturday, July 25
7:00-8:00 am



Agenda
Saturday, July 25, 2015

7:00 am	 Breakfast with the Professor/Continental Breakfast, Exhibits, and Poster Session

PALLIATIVE MEDICINE
Chair: Laura Shoemaker, MD

8:00-8:40 am	 Graft vs. Host Disease – Aaron Gerds, MD

8:40-9:00 am	 Hospice Regulations for the Nurse Practitioner – Tanya Sanford, CNP

9:00-9:20 am	 Management of Malignant Bowel Obstruction – Susan LeGrand, MD

9:20-9:40 am	 Submitted Abstracts: Oral Presentations

9:40-10:00 am	 Break

Chair: Susan LeGrand, MD

10:00-10:40 am	 Discontinuing Medications in Hospice – Lynn McPherson, PharmD

10:40-11:00 am	 Suffering: The Relationship to Pain and Fatigue – Chirag Patel, MD

11:00-11:20 am	 Management of Refractory Dyspnea – Graeme Rocker, MA, MHSc, DM

11:20-11:40 am	 Frailty Syndrome – Marcus Montagnini, MD

11:40 am	 Panel Discussion: Physician Assisted Dying

12:20 pm	 Adjourn

Call for Abstracts Submission 
Deadline: May 29, 2015

Abstracts will be solicited for oral presentations through May 29, 2015

• 	 Electronic submissions only through symposium web site at:
	 www.ccfcme.org/Abstractspallmed15

• 	 250 word limit



General Information

Location
Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Center
127 Public Square
Cleveland, OH  44114
216.696.9200
www.marriott.com/CLESC

A block of rooms has been reserved at the Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Center until July 1, 
2015. To make your reservations, contact the Hotel Reservations Department at 1.800.813.4910. 
Identify yourself as being with the Cleveland Clinic Palliative Medicine meeting for a special rate 
of $159 single/double plus tax.

Accreditation
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education is accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing medical education for physicians.

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education designates this live activity for 
a maximum of 15.75 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation in the activity. 

Participants claiming CME credit from this activity may submit the credit hours to the American 
Osteopathic Association for Category 2 credit.

American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) accepts AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ from 
organizations accredited by the ACCME.

American Academy of Physician Assistants (AAPA) accepts certificates of participation for educational 
activities certified for AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™ from organizations accredited by the ACCME. 
Physician Assistants may receive a maximum of 15.75 hours of credit for completing these programs.

For the purposes of recertification, The American Nurses Credentialing Center accepts AMA PRA 
credit issued by organizations accredited by the ACCME.

Deadline for Registration & Cancellation
Register at www.ccfcme.org/pallmed15. The deadline for registration is 5:00 pm (PST), 
Tuesday, July 21, 2015. A request for refund must be received in writing by July 10, 2015. 
No refunds will be given after July 10, 2015. A $50 cancellation fee will be deducted from the 
refund for all cancellations. If you register by mail, please allow up to three weeks for registration 
to be processed. For questions about registrations, please call 216.448.0777 or email 
cmeregistration@ccf.org.

Faculty Disclosure
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education has implemented a policy to comply 
with the current Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education Standards for Commercial 
Support requiring resolution of all faculty conflicts of interest. Faculty declaring a relevant 
commercial interest will be identified in the activity syllabus.

Americans with Disabilities Act
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing Education fully intends to comply with the 
legal requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. If you need assistance, please notify 
Cleveland Clinic at 216.444.7924 at least two weeks prior to the activity.

For complete registration information, visit www.ccfcme.org/pallmed15



Registration Form
Palliative Medicine and Supportive Oncology 2015
July 23-25, 2015		  Cleveland Marriott Downtown at Key Center 
				C    leveland, Ohio

To register online go to: www.ccfcme.org/pallmed15
Make checks payable to: Cleveland Clinic Educational Foundation

Seating is Limited!

Please Type or Print Clearly

_______________________________________________________________________________
Name  (First, Last)	 	 	 	 	 Degree

_______________________________________________________________________________
Institution 

_______________________________________________________________________________
Address	

_______________________________________________________________________________
City	 State	 Zip

(_______ )________________________________(_____ )__________________________________
Office Phone_ 	 Fax	

________________________________________________________________________________
Email

Specialty_____________________________________________________________________________

  I am a resident/fellow	 	 	

*Letter from program director is required to receive the discounted fee. If letter is not received two weeks prior to the 
activity, the full physician fee will be charged.

Fee includes meeting materials, continental breakfast, and refreshment breaks.

Total check amount enclosed: $________________________
If paying by check, registration should be MAILED to:  
Cleveland Clinic Educational Foundation 
P.O. Box 931653 
Cleveland, OH  44193-1082

For more information about the program contact: Sheryl Krall at kralls2@ccf.org

Registration Fees On or before 
June 19, 2015

After
June 19, 2015

 Physician $650 $700

 Resident*/Fellow*, Nurse, Social Worker $300 $350

 Advanced Practice Nurse, Physician Assistant $425 $475

Optional ABIM Maintenance Session Fee

 Friday, July 24, 2015: ABIM Medical Knowledge     
    Module: 2015 Update in Hospice and Palliative Medicine

$200

Course # 02010484

Parallel Session and Workshops Sign-up (select one per day)
Thursday, July 23, 2015, 1:30 – 3:30 pm

 Parallel Session 1: Supportive Oncology

 Workshop Session 1: Falls Prevention

 Workshop Session 1: Starting A Home-Based Palliative Medicine Program: Lessons Learned

Friday, July 24, 2015, 1:30 – 3:30 pm

 Parallel Session 2: Supportive Oncology

 Workshop Session 2: Falls Prevention

 Workshop Session 2: Starting A Home-Based Palliative Medicine Program: Lessons Learned
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