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After graduating from Louisiana State University 
in 1969, Dr. Bell received his D.D.S. from LSU in 
1973. At the same time, he earned his Master’s in 
Education from what was then known as LSUNO. 
After serving 3 years in the US Army Dental 
Corps, Dr. Bell returned to New Orleans to earn 
a Certificate in Pedodontics. In 1987 he earned a 
second specialty Certificate in Orthodontics at 
the Medical College of Georgia.

He spent his early career teaching at MCG in both 
Pediatric Dentistry and Orthodontics, and then 
accepted the position of Chairman of Pediatric 
Dentistry and Orthodontics at the James B. 
Edwards College of Dental Medicine at MUSC.

Dr. Bell stood out as an exceptional leader and 
educator. He was well-published in research and 
scientific articles, as well as textbooks. He was 
recognized by his peers as the elected president 
of The American Board of Pediatric Dentistry 
(2003), the College of Diplomates (2013) and 
the Southeastern Society of Pediatric Dentistry 
(2001). He was selected for “America’s Top 
Dentists” Award 2003-2013 and “America’s Top 
Teachers” Awards 2004-2013 and was selected 
Outstanding Alumnus, Louisiana State University 
School of Dentistry 2002. Most recently, Dr. Bell’s 
long and distinguished career and service to 
South Carolina were recognized by his receiving 
the Order of the Palmetto, the state’s highest 
civilian honor. 

As a man, Ron meant so much to those around 
him. He encouraged us to be better, listen more, 
and enjoy life. In his passing, those who loved 
him would like to continue his life’s work through 
this symposium and the Dr. Ronald A. Bell 
Pediatric Dentistry Memorial Scholarship, raising 
money to promote the education of our future 
colleagues in pediatric dentistry.

REGISTRATION

Please detach and return this form with your 
check or credit card information. You can also 
register online at www.sspd.org by March 1, 
2015.

_____________________________________
Name
_____________________________________
Address
___________________     _____     __________
City                                     State         Zip Code
_____________________________________
E-mail address
_____________________________________
Telephone

If paying by credit card, please include the 
following information: 
_____________________________________
Credit Card #
_____________________     ____________
Exp. Date                                Security Code

_____________________________________
Signature

___ $650 by 3/1/15          ___ $700 after 3/1/15

Fee includes scientific program, light 
breakfast, refreshment breaks and lunch.

If you are unable to attend or want to pledge, 
donations are being collected by mail or 
online for the Dr. Ronald A. Bell Pediatric 
Dentistry Memorial Scholarship.

___ Donation Amount     ($______________)

Mail this form with payment to: 

Dr. Ronald A. Bell Symposium
c/o Jennifer Garvey
100 Regent Park Court
Greenville, SC 29607

First Annual Continuing  
Education Course



SCHEDULE OF SPEAKERS

9:00-9:50AM		       Dr. Martha Ann Keels
Decalcification During Orthodontic Treatment:    

Issues and Challenges

10:00-10:50AM		  Dr. Gerry Samson
Age Appropriate Orthodontic Treatment:

 “The Line Up” Ultra Simple, Mixed  
Dentition Incisor Alignment

Break until 11:15AM

11:15AM-Noon		              Dr. Andy Sonis
Gums, Germs, and Steel-Preventing and 
Minimizing Complications of Orthodontic 

Appliance Therapy

Lunch until 1:15PM

1:15-2:00PM		          Dr. Scott Goodman
Growing a pediatric dental practice, one 

repeat family at a time

2:10-3:00PM		           Dr. Jed Best 
Smooth as Glass-The Use of Glass Ionomers  

in Pediatric Restorative Dentistry”

Break until 3:20PM

3:20-4:15PM		       Dr. Brandon Schwindt 
The Bell Ringer** 

The Hypomineralized Permanent Molar 
- Current Restorative and Anesthetic 

Approaches with Long Term  
Treatment Planning.

This course is approved for 5 CE Credits

**The “Bell Ringer” is our signature series 
presented by those who were lucky  

enough to be residents under Dr. Bell.

SPEAKERS

Dr. Martha Ann Keels received her dental degree, 
specialty training in Pediatric Dentistry and PhD training 
in Epidemiology at the University of North Carolina, 
Chapel Hill. Subsequently, she established the Pediatric 
Dental program at Duke and serves as the Division Chief 
of Pediatric Dentistry at Duke Children’s Hospital. She is 
board certified in pediatric dentistry and has served on 
the ABPD Examination Committee for OCE since 2008. 
Dr. Keels holds Fellowships in the American Academy of 
Pediatric Dentistry, American College of Dentists, the 
International College of Dentists. She received NIH funding 
for an epidemiological study of fluoridation and is currently 
funded by the NIH assessing caries risk factor analysis. 

Dr. Gerry Samson completed pediatric dental residency at 
Emory University in 1979 and orthodontics at Northwestern 
University in 1981. Since that time Gerry has been in private 
orthodontic practice, is a Diplomat of The American Board 
of Orthodontics and a Fellow of The American College of 
Dentists. Dr. Samson holds formal faculty appointments at 
7 postgraduate programs, lectures extensively and reviews 
orthodontic mechanics articles submitted for publication 
to The Angle Orthodontist. Described as an educational 
entertainer, Gerry offers meaty clinical presentations 
spiced with a blend of biting wit, edgy humor, and 
substantially sauced with evidenced based literature. 
Gerry’s zany, brainy and engaging methods have made 
him one of today’s most popular educators. His favorite 
Dr. Bell quote is “Keep on truckin’”.

Dr. Andy Sonis is a graduate of Tufts University School of 
Dental Medicine.  He received his pediatric dental training 
at Boston Children’s Hospital and Harvard University 
School of Dental Medicine, his orthodontic training at 
Boston University Goldman School of Dentistry, and 
his oral medicine training at Louisiana State University 
School of Dentistry. He has been board certified in oral 
medicine, pediatric dentistry, and orthodontics, and is 
on the editorial board of Pediatric Dentistry. He currently 
holds the rank of Clinical Professor in the Department 
of Developmental Biology at Harvard and is Senior 
Associate in the Department of Dentistry at Children’s 
Hospital, Boston. He is a partner in a group dental practice 
in Newton, Massachusetts.

SPEAKERS (CONT.)

Dr. Scott Goodman began his dental education 
at The Ohio State University. After graduating, 
Goodman continued his studies at Memorial 
Hospital’s GPR program in Worcester, 
Massachusetts followed by his fellowship at the 
Bowman Gray School of Medicine prior to earning 
his pediatric dental certificate from the University 
of Iowa. He is an Adjunct Associate Professor at 
the University Of Texas Health Science Center 
Department of Pediatric Dentistry and an Adjunct 
Assistant Professor at the University of North 
Carolina Department of Pediatric Dentistry. 
He is also a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Pediatric Dentistry, and Fellow of both the 
American Academy of Pediatric Dentistry and 
International College of Dentists. Dr. Goodman is 
currently working in a thriving private practice in 
the Charlotte area. 

Dr. Jed Best is a Diplomate of the American Board 
of Pediatric Dentistry. Currently, Dr, Best holds 
Associate Clinical Professor positions at both 
Columbia University College of Dental Medicine 
and Case Western Reserve University School of 
Dental Medicine. He has also, proudly served as 
the past President of the College of Diplomates of 
the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry. 

Dr. Brandon Schwindt is a graduate of Oregon 
Health and Sciences University Dental School. He 
completed his pediatric dental residency at MUSC 
in 2003 under Dr. Ronald Bell and was awarded the 
American Board of Pediatric Dentistry’s Richard 
Pugh Award. He currently serves on the board of 
the Western Society of Pediatric Dentistry, is a 
member of the College of Diplomates and is past 
president of the Oregon Academy of Pediatric 
Dentistry. Dr. Schwindt has been appointed to 
Oregon’s board of Dentistry and currently serves 
as President. He maintains a private practice in 
Portland, Oregon. His favorite Dr. Bell quote is, 
“Get after that like a fat kid on cake”.


