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For additional information, questions, concerns, or if you require special arrangements to attend this activity, 
please contact Nick Rillo at 240.221.4404 or n.rillo@globalacademycme.com.

Join us in June at the 2nd Annual Digestive Diseases: New Advances

“Digestive Diseases: New Advances gives 
clinicians a superb update on cutting-

edge developments in gastroenterology 
and hepatology. Interact directly with 

our clinical faculty and learn about 
practical approaches to problems you 

encounter every day.”
- Dr. Pyrsopoulos, Program Chair

Program Chair
Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos,
MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF
Associate Professor of Medicine
Chief of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School 
Medical Director, Liver Transplantation
University Hospital, Newark NJ

•  Review the most current perspectives and clinical guidelines for 
the use of biologic agents in inflammatory bowel disease (IBD)

•  Identify various IBD risk factors, including a patient’s level of 
immune suppression, which influence the timing of surgery

•  Review the pathophysiology, epidemiology, and clinical 
presentation of hepatocellular carcinoma

•  Assess the need of management strategies of patients with 
hepatic encephalopathy

•  Differentiate irritable bowel syndrome (IBS) from other common 
gastrointestinal disorders

•  Implement diagnostic and management strategies for IBS

•  Recognize barriers to colorectal cancer screening and utilize 
appropriate strategies to identify and address these barriers

•  Analyze and evaluate the most important new developments 
in upper GI diseases, including Barrett’s esophagus, celiac 
disease and eosinophilic esophagitis

•  Evaluate the efficacy and safety of current and emerging 
therapeutic strategies for the treatment of hepatitis C virus (HCV)

•  Describe HCV risk factors and indications for screening and 
improve markers of patient care

•  Assess the current literature and emerging clinical research for 
liver disease management and its impact on clinical practice

•  Examine key clinical issues in liver transplantation including 
patient selection criteria, risks and benefits, and peri- and post-
operative management

•  Explain the cause, expected course of disease progression, and 
therapeutic options, including liver transplantation, to patients 
with portopulmonary hypertension

•  Recognize, prevent, and treat drug-induced liver injury

• Discuss the appropriate treatment of bile duct stones

• Describe the medical management of pancreatitis

WHO SHOULD ATTEND
This conference is designed for gastroenterologists, primary care physicians, advanced practice nurses, nurses, pharmacists, and 
physician assistants involved in the diagnosis, evaluation, management, and treatment of patients with digestive diseases.

LEARNING OBJECTIVES
Upon completion of this activity, participants should be better able to:

The complexity and magnitude of medical advances in the management of digestive diseases make it ever more challenging for 
clinicians to apply this tremendous amount of information to their practice. This knowledge-based activity will provide learners with 
a comprehensive overview of the state-of-the-art advances in the diagnostic, therapeutic and preventive modalities of digestive 
diseases based on the latest evidence, literature, and clinical research.  A thorough review of the current treatment landscape is vital 
to both clinicians and patients who can benefit from the expansion of therapeutic options.

We look forward to seeing you in Philadelphia from June 12-13, 2015. Don’t miss out; register today and save $100 with our early 
bird discount which ends April 15, 2015.
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Method of Participation In order to meet the learning objectives and receive continuing education credits, participants are expected to check in at the 
registration desk both days, attend the program and complete an online evaluation form at the conclusion of the program. A letter certifying your attendance 
and credit verification will be emailed to you upon completion of the online evaluation survey.

Friday, June 12, 2015

6:45 AM  Registration/Continental Breakfast/Visit Exhibits

7:25 AM  Welcome and Introductions
Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF

Upper GI Session
Moderator: Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF

7:45 AM  Barrett’s Esophagus: Old Dog, New Tricks
Stuart J. Spechler, MD 

8:15 AM  Obscure GI Bleeding: Did You Find It?
Jamie S. Barkin, MD, MACP, MACG, AGAF, FASGE

8:45 AM  Esophageal Stents—When and How
Sushil Ahlawat, MD

9:15 AM Interactive Panel Discussion

9:45 AM Break and Visit Exhibits

10:15 AM  Small Bowel Failure: An Update
Lauren K. Schwartz, MD

10:45 AM  Celiac Disease Overview
Peter H.R. Green, MD

11:15 AM  Eosinophilic Esophagitis: 
The New Kid on the Esophageal Block
Stuart J. Spechler, MD 

11:45 AM  Peptic Ulcer Disease: How to Treat
David C. Metz, MD

12:15 PM Interactive Panel Discussion

12:40 PM  Lunch with the Professors

Colorectal/IBD Session
Moderator: David S. Weinberg, MD, MSc

1:30 PM  Difficult to Deal: Polyps
Sushil Ahlawat, MD

2:00 PM  Inflammatory Bowel Disease (IBD): 
Clinical Presentation and Mechanism
Kiron M. Das, MD, PhD, FRCP, FACP, AGAF, FACG

2:30 PM  IBD:  How to Diagnose and Treat
Mark G. Lazarev, MD

3:00 PM  Colorectal Cancer Screening—What’s New 
David S. Weinberg, MD, MSc 

3:25 PM  Irritable Bowel Syndrome: 
Is it in Your Head or Gut?
Anthony J. Lembo, MD

3:50 PM Break and Visit Exhibits 

4:15 PM Clinical Case Conundrums 

5:15 PM Day Concludes 

Saturday, June 13, 2015  

7:00 AM Registration/Continental Breakfast/Visit Exhibits

7:55 AM   Welcome Back
Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF

Hepatology Session
Moderator: Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF

8:00 AM  Hepatic Encephalopathy: Are We Still Confused? 
Kevin D. Mullen, MD, FRCPI

8:30 AM  Management of Non-Alcoholic Fatty Liver Disease
Zobair M. Younossi, MD, MPH, FACG, FACP, AGAF, 
FAASLD

9:00 AM  Portopulmonary Hypertension Syndrome: 
Is it the Heart, the Lungs or the Liver?
Marc Klapholz, MD, FACC, FAHA

9:30 AM Break and Visit Exhibits 

10:00 AM  Update on Viral Hepatitis B
Eugene Schiff, MD, MACP, FRCP, MACG, AGAF

10:30 AM  DILI in 2015
James H. Lewis, MD, FACP, FACG

11:00 AM  Treatment Strategies for Hepatitis C
Douglas Dieterich, MD

11:30 AM  Update on the Medical Management of Liver 
Transplantation
Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF

12:00 PM Interactive Panel Discussion  

12:30 PM Lunch with the Professors

 Pancreas/Biliary/HCC Session
Moderator: Jamie S. Barkin, MD, MACP, MACG, AGAF, FASGE

1:30 PM  Hepatocellular Carcinoma: How to Proceed 
Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF

2:00 PM  Pancreatitis: Management Approaches
Jamie S. Barkin, MD, MACP, MACG, AGAF, FASGE

2:30 PM  Treatment of Bile Duct Stones: Can You Crush It?
Sushil Ahlawat, MD

3:00 PM Interactive Panel Discussion  

3:15 PM Clinical Case Conundrums 

4:00 PM Conference Ends - See you in 2016! 

*Sessions/Faculty Subject to Change

CONFERENCE AGENDA*
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JOINT PROVIDER STATEMENT

This activity has been planned and implemented in 
accordance with the Essential Areas and Policies of the 
Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Education 
(ACCME) through the joint providership of Rutgers, The 
State University of New Jersey and Global Academy for 
Medical Education. Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey is accredited by the ACCME to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

DESIGNATION STATEMENTS

Physicians

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey designates 
this live activity for a maximum of 14.25 AMA PRA 
Category 1 CreditsTM. Physicians should claim only the 
credit commensurate with the extent of their participa-
tion in the activity.

Nurses

Rutgers, The State University of New Jersey, Center for 
Continuing and Outreach Education is an approved pro-
vider of continuing nursing education by the New Jersey 
State Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the 
American Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission On 
Accreditation. Provider Number P173-12/12-15.

This activity is awarded 14.25 contact hours. 
(60 minute CH) 

Nurses should only claim those contact hours actually 
spent participating in the activity.

Pharmacists

Rutgers, The State University of New 
Jersey is accredited by the Accredita-
tion Council for Pharmacy Education 
as a provider of continuing pharmacy 
education.

These knowledge-based activities (ACPE 
# 0374-9999-15-007-L01-P through 
0374-9999-15-012-L01-P) qualify for 14.25 contact hours 
(1.42 CEUs) of continuing pharmacy education credit.

FACULTY DISCLOSURE

All individuals who affect the content of continuing edu-
cation activities are required to disclose to the audience 
any real or apparent conflict of interest related to the 
activity. The activity faculty are further required to dis-
close discussion of off-label/investigational uses in their 
presentations. These disclosures will be made to the 
audience at the time of the activity.

PROGRAM CHAIR
Nikolaos Pyrsopoulos, MD, PhD, MBA, FACP, AGAF
Associate Professor of Medicine
Chief of Gastroenterology and Hepatology 
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School 
Medical Director, Liver Transplantation
University Hospital, Newark NJ

Sushil Ahlawat, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine
Division of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology
Director of Endoscopy
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School
Newark, NJ

Jamie S. Barkin, MD, MACP,  MACG, 
AGAF, FASGE
Professor of Medicine
University of Miami Miller School of 
Medicine
Miami, FL

Kiron M. Das, MD, PhD, FRCP, FACP, 
AGAF, FACG
Professor of Medicine, and Biochemistry 
and Molecular Biology
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology and 
Hepatology
Department of Medicine
Director, Crohn’s and Colitis Center of 
New Jersey
Rutgers Robert Wood Johnson Medical 
School
New Brunswick, NJ

Douglas Dieterich, MD
Professor of Medicine
Division of Liver Diseases 
Director of Continuing Medical Education 
Department of Medicine 
Mount Sinai School of Medicine
New York, NY

Peter H.R. Green, MD
Professor of Clinical Medicine
Director, Celiac Disease Center
Columbia University College of Physicians 
and Surgeons 
New York, NY

Marc Klapholz, MD, FACC, FAHA
Professor and Chair, Department of 
Medicine
Director, Division of Cardiology
Rutgers New Jersey Medical School
Newark, NJ

Mark G. Lazarev, MD
Assistant Professor of Medicine, 
Gastroenterology
Johns Hopkins Medicine
Baltimore, MD

Anthony J. Lembo, MD
Associate Professor of Medicine
Harvard Medical School
Director of the GI Motility Laboratory
Division of Gastroenterology
Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center
Boston, MA

James H. Lewis, MD, FACP, FACG
Professor and Director of Hepatology
Division of Gastroenterology,
Department of Medicine
Georgetown University Medical Center
Washington, DC

David C. Metz, MD
Associate Chief for Clinical Affairs, 
GI Division 
Co-Director, Esophagology and 
Swallowing Program
Director, Acid-Peptic Program 
Co-Director, Neuroendocrine Tumor Center
Professor of Medicine
Hospital of the University of Pennsylvania
Philadelphia, PA

Kevin D. Mullen, MD, FRCPI
Professor of Medicine
Case Western Reserve University School 
of Medicine
Director, Hepatology
Director, Gastroenterology Fellowship 
Program
MetroHealth Medical Center
Cleveland, OH

Eugene Schiff, MD, MACP, FRCP, 
MACG, AGAF
Director, Division of Hepatology
Director, Schiff Center for Liver Diseases
Professor of Medicine, University of Miami 
Miller School of Medicine
Miami, FL

Lauren K. Schwartz, MD
Assistant Professor Medicine, 
Gastroenterology
Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai 
New York, NY

Stuart J. Spechler, MD
Chief, Division of Gastroenterology
VA North Texas Healthcare System
Professor of Medicine
Berta M. and Cecil O. Patterson Chair in 
Gastroenterology
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, TX

David S. Weinberg, MD, MSc
Chair, Internal Medicine
Chief, Gastroenterology Section 
Audrey Weg Schaus and Geoffrey Alan 
Weg Chair in Medical Science  
Fox Chase Cancer Center, Temple Health
Philadelphia, PA

Zobair M. Younossi, MD, MPH, 
FACG, FACP, AGAF, FAASLD
Chairman, Department of Medicine
Inova Fairfax Medical Campus
Vice President of Research, Inova 
Health System
Professor of Medicine, VCU-Inova 
Campus
The Claude Moore Health Education and 
Research Center
Beatty Center for Integrated Research
Falls Church, VA

FACULTY 

Registration
Early Bird

before 4/15/15 
After 

4/15/15
Onsite

Physician $275 $375 $450

PA/NP/Nurse/Pharmacists $195 $275 $325

Resident/Fellows $175 $195 $245

Industry Not Exhibiting $895 $995 $995

REGISTRATION FEES

Sheraton Philadelphia Downtown Hotel
201 North 17th Street  •  Philadelphia PA 19103
Tel: 1 (215) 448-2000  •  Fax: 1 (215) 448-2853
http://www.sheratonphiladelphiadowntown.com/

Hotel Reservations
For hotel reservations by phone call: 888-627-8178
For online hotel registration: https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/   
     Book/2ndAnnualDigestiveDiseases

Please book your room early because our room block at the Sheraton Philadelphia 
Downtown Hotel will sell out. The block room rate ($149 single or double plus 15.5% 
tax) expires on May 15, 2015, however, the block may sell out prior to that date.

HOTEL INFORMATION

Rutgers/Global Academy for Medical Education are not responsible for 
nonrefundable, nontransferable airline tickets or hotel accommodations 
purchased for attendance at this course. Rutgers/Global reserves the right 
to modify program content, faculty and program activities. It also reserves 
the right to cancel the activity if necessary. If the activity is cancelled, 
liability is limited to the registration fee.

The registration fee covers attendance to the scientific meeting, continental 
breakfasts, coffee breaks, lunches when provided, and exhibits. 


