
 

National Hispanic Medical Association 

19
th

 Annual Conference 

 

“Effective Strategies to Improve Health Care for Hispanics in our Local Communities” 

 

Marriott Wardman Park Hotel, Washington, DC 

March 26-29, 2015 

 
 Thursday, March 26, 2015 

 

9:30am – 10:00am  NHMA Board of Directors Orientation (closed)  

10:00am –4:00pm   NHMA Board of Directors Meeting (closed)  

8:30am-3:00pm              NHMA California Leadership Fellowship Institute (closed) 

3:00pm – 5:00pm Registration Opens – Exhibit Hall C Foyer 

5:30 pm – 7:30 pm Opening Reception – Clinical Trials “Call for Participation”- supported by Pfizer Inc. 

   FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg, MD, (invited) 

 

Friday, March 27, 2015 

 

7:30 am – 7:30pm Registration, Exhibit Hall and Hispanic Health Research/Service Posters –    Exhibit Hall C 

 

7:30 am – 9:00am Breakfast Symposium: Financial Planning & Loans for Medical Practices – supported by NY 

Life Insurance Company and Wells Fargo Bank 

  

8:00 am – 9:00am     Orientation to Capitol Hill Visits – NHMA Health Policy Agenda; Effective Congressional 

Meeting; Congress & Senate Overview  

 

9:00 am – 12:00pm Capitol Hill Visits and Debrief Meeting – Capitol Hill; Debrief  

 

11:00 am – 1:00pm  Exhibit Hall and Hispanic Health Research/Service Posters and Lunch 

Exhibit Hall C 

 

1:00 pm – 3:30pm Opening Plenary: National Innovation for Health Care Delivery at the Local Level - 

Thurgood Marshall Ballroom 

 

Federal Leadership 

 

Secretary Sylvia Mathews Burwell (invited) 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

 

Patrick Conway, MD (invited) 

Medical Officer, Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 

 

Carissa Etienne, MD, Director, PAHO (invited) 

 

Foundations as Leaders in Building Healthy Communities  

 

Moderator:  
Elena Rios, MD, MSPH, President & CEO, NHMA 

 

Robert Wood Johnson Foundation (invited) 

GE Foundation (invited) 

California Healthcare Foundation (invited) 



Josiah Macy Jr. Foundation (invited) 

 

3:40pm – 4:45pm Workshops A  

A.1. Innovations in Complex Care Management for Hispanic Patients: A Focus on 

Diabetes Type 2 -- Wilson A Room  

Moderator: 

 Samer K. Kottiech, MD, Assistant Professor, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai, 

New York, NY 

 Victor Montori, MD, MSc, Professor of Medicine, Director, Knowledge and Evaluation 

Research Unit, Community Engagement and Late-Stage Translational Research, Mayo 

Clinic, Rochester, MN    

 

A.2. Pediatric Health Management for Hispanics - Wilson B Room  

Moderator:  

 Vanessa Salcedo, MD, New York Presbyterian Morgan Stanley Children’s Hospital, 

New York City, NY (invited) 

 Jorge A. Quel, MD, EFAAAAI, EFACAAI, Executive Director, Hispanic American 

Allergy Asthma & Immunology Association, Director Allergy Asthma Sinus Center, 

Marina del Rey, CA (invited) 

 

A.3. Eliminating Vaccination Disparities for Hispanics – Wilson C Room – supported by 

CDC/ASTHO 

Moderator: 

 Minerva  Campos, MD, MPH, Co-Chair, NHMA DC Metro Steering Committee, 

Washington, DC (invited)  

 Laurie Elams-Evans, MPH, PhD , Lead Health Scientist, Immunization Services 

Division, National Center for Immunization and Respiratory Diseases, Centers for 

Disease Control and Prevention, Atlanta, GA (invited) 

 

A.4. Building Latino Pathways in Medicine and Research –  

Moderator: 

 Charles Vega, MD, Clinical Professor of Family Medicine, University of California 

Irvine, Irvine, CA  

 Kendy Olaguez, MA, Project Director, Pre-College and Research Initiatives, Hispanic 

Center of Excellence in Medicine, University of Illinois at Chicago, Chicago, IL  

 

5:00pm - 6:30pm NHMA Interest Group Meetings 

 

NHMA Regions Steering Committee Meeting –  

Facilitator: Flavia Mercado 

Plan for 2015: Building and strengthening regional presence, sponsorship and membership. 

 

NHMA Council of Residents Mentoring Program –  

Facilitator: Victor Cueto, MD, Chairman, NHMA Council of Residents; Emergency 

Medicine Residency Program, Johns Hopkins Medical Center, Baltimore, MD  

 

NHMA Council of Young Physicians Meeting –  

Facilitator: John Paul Sanchez, MD, Associate Dean, Rutgers New Jersey Medical 

School 

 

Latino Medical Student Association (LMSA) Meeting –  

Facilitator: National Coordinator, Latino Medical Student Association 

 

6:30pm – 8:00pm Reception - Exhibit Hall C 

 Global Health Opportunities and Challenges 

 Jose Luis Velasco, MSW, Executive Director, U.S. Section, US-Mexico Border Health 

Commission, Office of the Americas, Office of Global Affairs, U.S. Department of Health and 

Human Services, El Paso, TX 



 

8:00 pm – 9:00pm Dinner Session:  Practice of Medicine – Payment Patterns in Small Group Practices   

 

 Speakers TBN 

 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

 

7:30am – 4:30pm Registration, Exhibit Hall and Hispanic Health Research/Service Posters - Exhibit Hall C 

 

8:00am – 9:30am Breakfast Clinical Symposium:  New and Successful Pathways in the treatment of Cancers 

and Peritoneal Malignant Disease: Carcinomatosis - supported by Cancer Treatment Centers 

of America® – Wilson A/B/C Room 

Moderator: Juan Sanabria, MD, Msc, FRCSC, FACS, Surgical Oncologist, Cancer Treatment 

Centers of America
®
 

 

 Speakers TBN 

   

9:30am – 10:45am Plenary: How to Support the Health and Well-Being of our Immigrant Community 

 Thurgood Marshall Ballroom  

Moderator: 

 

Immigration Policies – Impact on Health 

 Jeh Johnson, JD, Secretary of the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (invited) 

 Ilan Shapiro, MD, FAAP, Public Health and Medical  Advisor ATID, Family Health 

Centers of Southwest Florida, Fort Myers, FL   

 Mark Kuczewski, PhD, Department of Medical Education Chair, Neiswanger Institute 

for Bioethics and Health Policy Director, Loyola University Stritch School of Medicine, 

Maywood, IL 

 

10:45am – 12:00pm Exhibit Hall: Health Career, Medical Practice, Public Health and Research Resources - 

Exhibit Hall C 

 

12:00pm – 1:30pm  Lunch Plenary: Hispanics and National Lifestyle Campaigns - Thurgood Marshall Ballroom  

Moderator: Team Rep, NHHF Child Obesity Campaign 

 

 First Lady’s Let’s Move Campaign (invited) 

 Vivek Murphy, MD, MBA 19
th
 US Surgeon General (invited) 

 American Beverage Association (invited) 

 

1:30pm – 2:45pm Workshops B 

B.1. Integrated Behavioral Health and Primary Care: Changing the Health Delivery 

System.  - Wilson A Room 

Moderator:  

 Octavio Martinez Jr., MD, MPH, MBA, FAPA, Executive Director, Hogg Foundation  

for Mental Health, Austin, TX 

 Katherine Sanchez, LCSW, PhD, Assistant Professor, The University of Texas at 

Arlington, Arlington, TX 

 Corinne Chacón, Director of Community Initiative, Office of Texas State Senator José 

Rodríguez, El Paso, TX  

 Rick Ybarra, Program Officer, Hogg Foundation  for Mental Health, Austin, TX 

(invited) 

 Speaker TBA – Centene Corp. 

 

B.2. The Aging Latino: Issues of Aging and Care. Wilson B Room  

Moderator:  

 Maria Aranda, PhD, Associate Professor, USC School of Social Work, Los Angeles, 

CA (invited) 



 Jose Alejandro Luchinger, MD, MPH, Associate Professor of Medicine, NYPH/ CUMC 

Columbia University Medical Center, New York, NY (invited) 

 Alefiyah Meswale, MD, MPH, Lead, Comprehensive ESRD Care, Center for Medicare 

& Medicaid Innovation, Baltimore, MD (invited) 

 

B.3—Cardiovascular Health for Latinos - Wilson C Room  

Moderator: 

 Carlos Rodriguez, MD, MPH, FACC, FAHA, Associate Professor of Epidemiology and 

Prevention, Wake Forrest Baptist Medical Center, Winston-Salem, NC  

 Larissa Aviles-Santa, MD, Medical Officer and Project Director of Hispanic 

Community Health Study,  National Heart, Lungs, and Blood Institute, Bethesda, MD 

 Carlos Corral, MD, Cardiovascular Surgeon, Las Cruces, NM (invited) 

 

B.4. Infectious Diseases: Hepatitis C, HIV/AIDS & Ebola– supported by Abbvie 

Moderator:  

 Christopher Perdue, LCDR, MD, MPH, Branch Chief, OPP Division of International 

Health Security, Services Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and 

Response, U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, Washington, DC  

 Speakers TBN 

 

2:45pm – 3:30pm  Break in Exhibit Hall - Exhibit Hall C 

 

3:30pm – 5:00pm Workshops C  

C.1. Cultural Competence: Impact of Delivery of Care on Latino Community- Wilson A 

Room  

Moderator:  

 J. Nadine Gracia, MD, MSCE, Deputy Assistant Secretary for Minority Health, U.S. 

Department of Health and Human Services Office of Minority Health, Rockville, MD 

(invited) 

 Martin Serota, MD, Chief Medical Officer, AltaMed Health Services, Los Angeles, CA 

(invited) 

 David Meyers, MD, Acting Director, Center for Evidence and Practice Improvement, 

Agency for Health Care Research & Quality, Department of Health & Human Services, 

Rockville, MD  

 

C.2. Health Technology: Using telemedicine and social media platforms to enhance 

outreach and engagement for Latino Communities - Wilson B Room  

Moderator:  

 Farris Timimi, MD, Medical Director, Mayo Clinic Center for Social Media, Rochester, 

MN (invited) 

 Victor Dominguez, MD, Medical Director, Centers for Family Health Community 

Memorial Health System, Camarillo, CA  

 Russell Bennett, Vice President – Latino Health Solutions, UnitedHealthcare, Cypress, 

CA  

 

C.3. Addictions and Prescription Drug Abuse--Prevention, Early Identification and 

Treatment - Wilson C Room  

Moderator: NIDA 

 Maria Garcia, MD, MPH, Associate Professor of Medicine, Assistant Dean for Student 

Affairs and Diversity, University of Massachusetts Medical School, Worcester, MA  

 Mattie Castiel, MD, Associate Professor of Internal Medicine and Psychiatry, 

University of Massachusetts Medical School, Executive Director of Latin American Health 

Alliance, Worcester, MA 

 Angel Gonzalez, MD, Senior Program Management Officer, SAMHSA, Rockville, MD 

 Hector Santos, MD, FAAP, MHS, Director, Master's Degree Program in Addiction 

Counseling, Assistant Professor, Universidad Central del Caribe School of Medicine,  

Bayamón, PR 



 Victor Flores, Training and TA Planning and Development Consultant, Universidad 

Central del Caribe School of Medicine, Bayamón, PR 

 

 C.4.– Interprofessional Training on Hispanic Patient Care . Washington Room 1 (CME 

certified session) 

Moderator:  

 Annellys Hernandez, MD, Assistant Professor, Florida International University Herbert 

Wertheim College of Medicine, Miami, FL 

 Monica Vela, MD, FACP, Associate Dean of Multicultural Affairs, University of 

Chicago Pritzker School of Medicine, Chicago, IL 

 Natalie Lastra, MD Candidate, Yale University School of Medicine, New Haven, CT  

 Onelia Lage, MD, Associate Professor, Director of Pediatric and Adolescent Health, 

Florida International University College of Medicine, Miami, FL 

 

6:30pm – 7:30pm       Reception – Thurgood Marshall Ballroom Foyer 

    

7:30pm – 11:30pm     Leadership Awards Gala & Dance – Thurgood Marshall Ballroom  

 

Keynote – Sandra R. Hernandez, MD, President, California Healthcare Foundation  

 

Hispanic Leadership Awards  

 Government – France Cordoba, PhD, Director, National Science Foundation, 

Arlington, VA (invited) 

 Government – Tom Perez, JD, MPP, Secretary, U.S. Department of Labor, 

Washington, DC (invited) 

 Corporate – George Paz, CEO, Express Scripts (invited) 

 Corporate – Martha Molina Bernadett MD, MBA, Chief Executive Officer, The 

Molina Foundation (invited) 

 NHMA Physician of the Year –  

 NHMA Leadership Fellow of the Year – E. Luis Aguilar, MD, Associate Professor, 

University of Arizona School of Medicine (invited) 

 Leaders of NHMA Regions, State Hispanic Medical Societies and National 

Hispanic Health Professional Associations 

 Outgoing NHMA Board of Directors 

 

Sunday, March 29, 2015 

 

8:30am – 11:30am NHMA 2014 Leadership Institute – “Preparing for Leadership in Healthcare” - Thurgood 

Marshall Ballroom South  

 Conference Attendees and GE-NHMA Medical Students  

 

Moderator: Elena Rios, MD, MSPH, President & CEO, NHMA, Washington, DC 

Speakers: 

 Jennifer Fay, Director of White House Personnel & Advisor for Management and 

Administration, White House Office of Presidential Personnel, Washington, DC 

(invited) 

 Glorimar Maldonado, Senior Advisor, Hispanic Employment Program Manager, 

Strategic Programs Office, Human Resources Office, CDC, Atlanta, GA (invited) 

 Yolangel Hernandez Suarez MD, MBA, FACOG, Chief Executive Officer, FIU Health, 

Miami, FL (invited) 

 Gisele Ruiz, Executive Vice President, International People Division, Walmart (invited) 

 Heather Kopecky, PhD, MBA, Senior Client Partner, Korn Ferry International (invited) 

 

Other Events: 

 

Friday, March 27, 2015           

 

4:00pm – 5:30pm NHHF Board of Directors Meeting (closed) 



5:30pm – 6:30pm  NHHF Corporate Advisory Board Meeting (closed) 

 

Saturday, March 28, 2015 

 

8:00am – 12:00pm  NHMA, George Washington University School of Medicine and AAMC Medical and 

Public Health School Recruitment Lecture/Fair – for High School and College Students 

 


