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Evaluation

A course evaluation link will provide 
participants with the opportunity to 
comment on the value of the program 
content to their practice decisions, 
performance improvement activities, or 
possible impact on patient health status.  
Participants will also have the opportunity 
to comment on any perceived commercial 
bias in the presentations as well as to 
identify future educational topics.

Accreditation/ 
Credit Designation

This activity has been planned and 

implemented in accordance with the 

Essential Areas and Policies of the 

Accreditation Council for Continuing 

Medical Education (ACCME) through the 

joint providership of The University of 

Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center and 

the Association of Physician Assistants 

in Oncology. The University of Texas MD 

Anderson Cancer Center is accredited by 

the ACCME to provide continuing medical 

education for physicians.

The University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center designates this live 

activity for a maximum of 17.75 AMA 

PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians 

and APPs should claim only the credit 

commensurate with the extent of their 

participation in the activity.

Ethics

Session #11 has been designated by The 

University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 

Center for 1.50 AMA PRA Category 

1 Credits™ in medical ethics and/or 

professional responsibility.

Nursing

The University of Texas MD Anderson 

Cancer Center is an approved provider 

with commendation of continuing nursing 

education by the Texas Nurses Association 

– Approver, an accredited approver with 

distinction, by the American Nurses 

Credentialing Center’s Commission on 

Accreditation. 17 CNE Contact Hours will 

be awarded for successful completion.

CME Certificates and 
Attendance Verification 
Certificates

Certificates awarding AMA PRA Category 

1 Credit™ or certificates documenting 

attendance will be emailed when an 

individual completed the online CME 

Verification process after the conference.

Goal 

•	� The goal of this conference is to foster collaboration and share best practices among 

Advanced Practice Providers (APPs) working in surgical oncology by providing an 

educational forum that focuses on the latest advances in surgical management of 

solid tumors and the role of APPs in clinical practice.

•	� This conference will provide learners a broad overview of surgical oncology topics, 

including over 40 lectures on solid tumor disease-specific topics from head-to-toe, as 

well as peri-operative management and APP professional roles and leadership.

•	� Additional highlights include several hands-on interactive workshops, such 

as beginner and intermediate suturing, imaging, and common hospital-based 

procedures.

Educational Objectives

After attending the conference, 

participants should be able to

•	� Describe recent advances in the 

surgical management of solid tumors 

originating from the following organ 

and/or disease sites: brain, spine, 

oropharynx, thyroid, lung, breast, 

esophagus, stomach, colon, rectum, 

liver, pancreas, prostate, kidney, 

bladder, ovary, skin, and bones 

(knowledge, competence, performance, 

patient outcomes)

•	 Demonstrate and perform common 

hospital-based procedures, including 

suturing, wound care, and bedside 

ultrasound (knowledge, competence, 

performance, patient outcomes)

•	 Describe fundamentals of solid 

tumor imaging, and how to review 

and interpret pertinent findings from 

computed tomography and magnetic 

resonance imaging of the head, neck, 

chest, and abdomen (knowledge, 

competence, performance); and 

•	 Examine and illustrate the changing role 

of the Advanced Practice Professionals 

in the delivery of oncology care 

for surgical patients (knowledge, 

competence, performance)

Target Audience

The target audient includes Physician 

Assistants, Nurse Practitioners, Clinical 

Nurse Specialists, RNs, CRNAs, and 

other healthcare professionals involved 

in the management of patients in surgical 

oncology. 

Educational Method

Lectures – Case Presentations – Question 

and Answer Session – Panel Discussion – 

Poster Session – Hands-on Workshops



Call for Abstracts
Abstracts will be selected for either e-poster or mini-oral presentation 

at the conference. The purpose of the poster session is to provide 

educational overview of the latest advances in surgical management 

of solid tumors and the role of APPs in clinical practice. Please visit our 

website for more information. 

To submit an abstract click on the link https://bit.ly/2Eh8f6L or scan the 

QR code. Deadline for submission is February 15, 2019, 11:59 PM CST. 

Authors of selected abstracts will receive a  

notification of acceptance via email by  

March 1, 2019.  Best of Poster award will be 

announced at the end of the conference. For 

any questions or concerns, please contact:  

SOAPabstracts@mdanderson.org.

Faculty Chair

Stephen G. Swisher, MD

Program Chairs

Susan L. Knippel, RN, FNP-C
Steven H. Wei, PA-C

Friday, April 26, 2019
7:00 - 8:30 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:30 - 10:00 WORKSHOP A  
Diagnostic Imaging Workshop 
(Part I)
Temitope Adebayo, PA-C

Pre-Conference Workshops

WORKSHOP B WORKSHOP C

8:30 -  
9:00

Head / Neck - Essentials
Maria Gule-Monroe, MD

Essential 
Suture Skills for 
Surgical APPs
Lead instructor:  
Heather Gibson, PA-C

Beside 
Ultrasound-
Guided 
Procedures
Instructors:  
Joanne Dalusung, 
AGACNP-BC, Ivy 
Bertram, PA-C, 
Andrew Larson, 
FNP-C, Geena 
Arackal, ACNP-BC

9:00 -  
9:30

Chest - Essentials
Patricia DeGroot, MD

9:30 - 
10:00

DI Ordering Tips and Q&A
Karen Allen, DNP, NP-C

10:00 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm WORKSHOP A  
Diagnostic Imaging Workshop 
(Part II)
Temitope Adebayo, PA-C

WORKSHOP D WORKSHOP E

10:30 - 
11:00

Abdominal / Pelvic 
Imaging - Essentials
Christine Kang, MD

Essential 
Suture Skills for 
Surgical APPs
Lead Instructor:  
Heather Gibson, PA-C 

Advanced 
Suture Skills for 
Surgical APPs
Lead Instructor: 
Troy Barry, PA-C11:00 - 

11:30
Breast Imaging - 
Essentials
Huong Le-Petross, MD

11:30 - 
12:00

DI Ordering Tips and Q&A
Morgan Hatchett, FNP-BC

NOTE:  All workshop registrants may also attend the Diagnostic Imaging Workshop (Part I or II)

Program Committee Members

Temitope Adebayo, PA-C
Troy Barry, PA-C
Susan Boutte, FNP-BC
Dana Cox, PA-C
Erin Michelle Dean, PA-C
Kimberly Dotter, ANP-C
Heather Gibson, PA-C
Patricia Heitz, M.Ed., BSN, RN
Karen MacKenney, FNP-C
Brianna Mendenhall, PA-C                      
Laura Reed, PA-C
Rae Brana Reynolds, PhD, ANP-C

Innocent Rukundo, PA-C
Janie Rutledge, ANP-C
Justin Sellers, PA-C
Jenilette Velasco, PA-C
Valerie Villanueva, FNP-BC
Tara Wray, ANP-BC
Lizzie Yarotsky, PA-C
Lynn Hupp, Executive Director, APAO
Felisha Estelle
Kelley Gilpin



12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Symposium - (No CME credit provided)
TBD

1:00 - 1:10 Welcome and Announcements
Stephen Swisher, MD and Steven Wei, PA-C

1:10 - 1:40 KEYNOTE: Future Outlook of Team-Based Practice in Surgical Oncology
Charles Balch, MD

1:40 - 3:00 SESSION #1: Thoracic Surgery
Susan Knippel, FNP-C

SESSION #2: Neurosurgery
Susan Boutte, FNP-BC

1:40 - 
2:00

Lung Cancer Screening
Myrna Godoy, MD

1:40 - 
2:10

APP Management of 
the Glioma Patient 
Receiving Delta-24 
Adenovirus	
Cheryl Martin, FNP-C

2:00 - 
2:40

Multidisciplinary 
Management of Lung 
Cancer
Liz Waxman, ANP-C, 
Courtney Robb,  FNP-C, 
Patricia Allison, ACNP-BC

2:10 - 
2:35

Multidisciplinary 
Management of Sacral 
Chordomas
Josephine Rejante, FNP-C

2:40 - 
3:00

Thymoma Surgical 
Management
Garrett Walsh, MD

2:35 - 
3:00

Endoscopic Endonasal 
Skull Base Surgery: 
Indications and Peri-
operative Management
Mehreen Mehmood, FNP-BC

3:00 - 3:30 Break 3:00 - 
3:30

APP Student/Trainee 
Session
Dave Johnson, PA-C

3:30 - 5:00 Session #3: Preoperative 
Considerations
Karen MacKenney, FNP-C

Session #4 - Multidisciplinary 
Management of Oropharyngeal 
Cancer
Justin Sellers, PA-C

3:30 - 
4:00

Cardiology Issues
Elizabeth Martin, ACNP-BC

3:30 - 
4:00

Transoral Robotic Surgery
Justin Sellers, PA-C  and  
Lizzie Yarotsky, PA-C

4:00 - 
4:30

Pulmonary Issues
Carissa Boney, ANP-C

4:00 - 
4:30

Neoadjuvant and Adjuvant 
Therapy
Frank Mott, MD

4:30 - 
5:00

Preoperative 
Considerations and 
Anesthesia Assessment
Ghouse Shaik, FNP-C

4:30 - 
5:00

Stereotactic Radiation and 
Proton Therapy
Jack Phan, MD

5:00 Adjourn

6:00 - 9:00 Welcome Reception:  Armadillo Palace
(Transportation Available)

Saturday, April 27, 2019

7:00 - 8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 - 8:05 Welcome and Announcements
Todd Pickard, PA-C

8:05 - 8:30 KEYNOTE:  APP Career Advancement - Beyond the Glass Ceiling 			 
Sheri Orr, MBA, PA-C

8:30 - 10:00 am Session #5 - Gastrointestinal 
Malignancies I
Rae Reynolds, PhD, ANP-C

Session #6 - Breast Cancer
Brianna Mendenhall, PA-C

8:30 - 
9:00

Primary Liver Cancer
Ching-Wei Tzeng, MD

8:30 - 
9:00

Undiagnosed Breast Mass
Nancy Wipf, FNP-BC

9:00 - 
9:30

Localized Pancreas 
Cancer: Upfront Surgery 
vs. Neoadjuvant Treatment
Jennifer Flood-Caldwell, ANP-BC

9:00 - 
9:30

Targeted Axillary 
Dissection
Abigail Caudle, MD

9:30 - 
10:00

Neuroendocrine 
Malignancies
Tiffany Valone, MPAS, PA-C

9:30 - 
10:00

Innovations in Breast 
Reconstruction
Cynthia Koutz, MS, PA-C



10:00 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm Session #7 - Gastrointestinal 
Malignancies II
Erin Michelle Dean, PA-C

Session #8 - Perioperative 
Management
Sophia Higareda, PA-C

10:30 - 
11:00

Rectal Cancer:  
Multidisciplinary 
Management
Kelly Maldonado, PA-C

10:30 - 
11:00

Optimizing Peri-Operative 
Nutrition
Maria Petzel,RD

11:00 - 
11:30

Innovations in Gastric 
Cancer Surgery
Brenda Nettles, DNP, CRNP

11:00 - 
11:30

Surgical Prehabilitation: 
What Difference Does it 
Make?
Nathan Parker, PhD

11:30 - 
12:00

Post-HIPEC Inpatient Care
Kristen Robinson, PA-C

11:30 - 
12:00

Overview of ERAS 
Concepts
Misty B. Eller, ANP-C

12:00 - 1:00 Lunch Symposium (No CME credit provided)
TBD

1:00 - 1:30 Meet the APP Expert
GI, Thoracic, Head/ Neck, Neuro, Urology, 
Breast, IM

MDA Hospital Tours
(Space limited - registration required)

1:30 - 3:00 Session #9 - Inpatient 
Management
Dana Cox, PA-C

Session #10 - APP Professional 
Development
Joyce Dains, DrPH, JD, FNP-BC

1:30 - 
2:00

Surgical Site Infections
Kathleen Smith, PA-C

1:30 - 
2:00

Research Roles and QI/ 
PI Projects: How to Get 
Started?
Kelly Brassil, PhD, ACNS-BC

2:00 - 
2:30

Interventional Radiology: 
Wires, Catheters and 
Drains
Sara Clyde, PA-C

2:00 - 
2:30

Writing and Publishing - 
How to Get Started
Lydia T. Madsen, PhD, FNAP

2:30 - 
3:00

Non-Opioid Post-Operative 
Pain Management
Timothy Newhook, MD

2:30 - 
3:00

Mini-Oral Presentations
Top three abstracts selected
Moderator: Steven Wei, PA-C

3:00 - 3:30 Break/Poster Award Presentation

3:30 - 5:00 Session #11- Supportive Care and 
APP Roles (Ethics credit)
Laura Reed, PA-C

Session #12 - Orthopedic and 
Sarcoma
Janie Rutledge, ANP-C

3:30 - 
4:00

Burnout Prevention and 
Resiliency
Abby Rogers, MPAS, PA-C

3:30 - 
4:00

Retroperitinoneal 
Liposarcomas: Case 
Studies in Surgical 
Management
Kristi Mungovan, PA-C  and  
Paula Phillips, PA-C

4:00 - 
4:30

Survivorship Issues in AYA
John Livingston, MD

4:00 - 
4:30

Innovative Surgical 
Management of Primary 
Bone Tumors of the Lumbar 
Spine and Pelvis
Justin Bird, MD

4:30 - 
5:00

Difficult Conversations:  
End-of-Life Discussions
Alma Rodriguez, MD

4:30 - 
5:00

Microsurgery 
Reconstruction of the 
Pelvis
Edward Chang, MD

5:00 Adjourn

Sunday, April 28, 2019

7:00- 8:00 am Registration and Continental Breakfast

8:00 - 9:00 Session #13 - Melanoma
Tara Wray, ANP-BC

8:00 - 
8:30

New Thoughts on Old Problems - Current Issues in Melanoma 
Surgery
Brian Rivers, PA-C

8:30 - 
9:00

Systemic Approaches in Melanoma Surgery
Rebecca Carpenter, PA-C

9:00 - 10:00 Session #14- Urological Malignancies
Innocent Rukundo, PA-C

9:00 - 
9:30

Localized Treatment Options for Prostate Cancer
Jessica Nelson, PA-C

9:30 - 
10:00

Robotic Surgery in Bladder Cancer
Neema Nevai, MD



MD Anderson Faculty
Karen Allen, DNP, NP-C
Patricia Allison, ACNP-BC
Geena Arackal, ACNP-BC
Charles Balch, MD
Troy Barry, PA-C
Ivy A. Bertram, PA-C
Justin Bird, MD
Carissa Boney, ANP-C
Kelly Brassil, PhD, ACNS-BC
Rebecca Carpenter, PA-C
Abigail Caudle, MD 
Edward Chang, MD 
Sara Clyde, PA-C
Joanne Dalusung, AGACNP-BC
Patricia DeGroot, MD
Heather Gibson, PA-C
Myrna Godoy, MD
Maria Gule-Monroe, MD
Morgan Hatchett, FNP-BC
Deborah Holman, WHNP-BC
Christine Kang, MD
Andrew Larson, FNP-C
Huong Le-Petross, MD
John Livingston, MD 
Kelly Maldonado, PA-C
Cheryl Martin, FNP-C
Elizabeth Martin, ACNP-BC
Mehreen Mehmood, FNP-BC
Frank Mott, MD 
Kristi Mungovan, PA-C
Neeva Navai, MD
Timothy Newhook, MD
Nathan Parker, PhD
Maria Petzel, RD
Jack Phan, MD
Paula Phillips, PA-C 
Todd Pickard, PA-C
Josephine Rejante, FNP-C
Brian Rivers, PA-C
Kristen Robinson, PA-C
Courtney Robb, FNP-C
Alma Rodriguez, MD
Justin Sellers, PA-C
Ghouse Shaik, FNP-C
Kathleen Smith, PA-C
Stephen Swisher, MD
Ching-Wei Tzeng, MD
Garrett Walsh, MD
Liz Waxman, ANP-C
Steven Wei, PA-C
Nancy Wipf, FNP-BC
Lizzie Yarotsky, PA-C
Behrouz Zand, MD

Guest Faculty

Misty B. Eller, ANP-C
Atrium Health
Charlotte, North Carolina

Jennifer Flood-Caldwell, ANP-BC
Memorial Sloan Kettering Cancer Center
New York, New York

Dave Johnson, MPAS, PA-C
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, Florida

Cynthia Koutz, MS, PA-C
Ohio State University Medical Center
Columbus, Ohio

Lydia T. Madsen PhD, FNAP
Kerrville, Texas

Jessica Nelson, MPAS, PA-C
UT Southwestern Medical Center
Dallas, Texas

Brenda Nettles, DNP, CRNP
Johns Hopkins Hospital
Baltimore, Maryland

Sheri Orr, MBA, PA-C
Yale New Haven Hospital
New Haven, Connecticut

Abby Rogers, MPAS, PA-C
Spectrum Health Neurosciences 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

Tiffany Valone, MPAS, PA-C
Moffitt Cancer Center
Tampa, Florida

Please let us know what specific topics, issues or questions you wish to 

see addressed or emphasized in this activity.  Fax or e-mail CME/Conference 

Management.  All responses will be forwarded to the Program Chairs for 

consideration.

10:00 - 10:30 Break

10:30 - 12:00 pm Session #15 - Gynecological Malignancies
Valerie Villanueva, FNP-BC

10:30 - 
11:00

Cervical Cancer
Behrouz Zand, MD

11:00 - 
11:30

HPV Updates
Behrouz Zand, MD

11:30 - 
12:00

Fertility Issues in Women 
with Gynecologic Cancers
Deborah Holman, WHNP-BC

12:00 - 12:10 Closing Remarks/ Adjourn
Susan Knippel, FNP-C and Steven Wei, PA-C



Registration Information

On-site registration for the 2nd Surgical Oncology Advanced Practitioner Conference 

opens at 7:00 a.m. on Friday, April 26, 2019. Pre-conference Workshops will begin 

at 8:30 a.m. on Friday, April 26, 2019. The opening session will begin at 1:00 p.m. on 

Friday, April 26, 2019 and the conference ends at 12:10 p.m., Sunday, April 28, 2019.

Advanced registration is encouraged as space and materials are limited. Please see 

registration form for applicable fees. 

The deadline for advanced registration is March 25, 2019.

There are three ways to register:

1.	 On-line at www.mdanderson.org/conferences

2.	 Fax to: 713-794-1724

3.	 Mail to: �Department of CME/Conference Management 

Unit 1781 

The University of Texas  

MD Anderson Cancer Center 

P.O. Box 301407 

Houston, TX 77230-1407

We accept the following forms of payment:

1.	 Check (payable through U.S. banks only)

2.	 Money Order

3.	 Credit Cards (MasterCard, VISA, and American Express)

4.	 Cash (on-site registration only)

A receipt and confirmation letter will be sent to you within ten working days of receipt of 

your fee.

The full conference registration fee includes the tuition, final program, continental 

breakfasts, breaks, lunches and welcome reception. 

Refund/Cancellation Policy:

The registration fee, minus a $50 administrative handling fee, is refundable if a written 

request is received on or before April 5, 2019. No refunds will be granted after that date. 

The request for a registration refund must include the tax identification number of the 

company or institution if registration was paid by a company or institution check. 

The Department of CME/Conference Management reserves the right to cancel activities 

prior to the scheduled date, if low enrollment or other circumstances make it necessary. 

Each registrant will be notified by mail, e-mail, or at the phone or fax numbers given on 

the registration form. 

In case of activity cancellation, liability of the Department of CME/Conference 

Management is limited to the registration fee. The Department of CME/Conference 

Management will refund the full registration fee. The Department of CME/Conference 

Management reserves the right to limit the number of participants in a program and 

is not responsible for any expenses incurred by an individual whose registration is not 

confirmed and for whom space is not available.

For additional information, contact the Department of CME/Conference Management at 

713-792-2223 or toll free at 866-849-5866.

Special Assistance

Contact the Department of CME/Conference Management at 713-792-2223 or toll free 

at 866-849-5866 if you have any special dietary or ADA accommodation needs.

Accommodations

•	� A block of rooms has been reserved for conference attendees at the Houston 

Marriott Medical Center, 6580 Fannin Street, Houston, Texas 77030.

•	� Early hotel reservation is suggested. 

•	� The hotel phone number is 713-796-0080. 
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•	� When you make reservations be sure to mention “The MD Anderson 2nd Surgical 

Oncology Advanced Practitioner Conference” to be assured of receiving the 

special meeting rate of $119.00 single or double occupancy. Please add 17% Texas 

state and local taxes. 

•	� Reservations and deposits received after Thursday, April 4, 2019 will be confirmed if 

space is available and at current hotel published guest room rates.

Ground Transportation

�Houston is served by two airports, George Bush Intercontinental (IAH) and William P. 

Hobby (HOU). The following ground transporations are available to and from the airports 

to the Medical Center.

•	 Uber and Lyft

•	� Taxicabs: Yellow Cab 713-236-1111; Fiesta Cab 713-225-2666.

•	� Super Shuttle: For more information, call toll free at 800-258-3826, or on-line at  

www.supershuttle.com.

The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center has implemented a process whereby 

everyone who is in a position to control the content of an educational activity must disclose all 

relevant financial relationships with any commercial interest that could potentially affect the 

information presented.  MD Anderson also requires that all faculty disclose any unlabeled use 

or investigational use (not yet approved for any purpose) of pharmaceutical and medical device 

products.  Specific disclosure will be made to the participants prior to the educational activity.  

Agendas are subject to change because we are always striving to improve the quality of 

your educational experience.  MD Anderson/APAO may substitute faculty with comparable 

expertise on rare occasions necessitated by illness, schedule conflicts, and so forth.

Photographing, audio taping and videotaping are prohibited.
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