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Program Description

This two-and-a-half day continuing medical 
education symposium has been designed to impact 
worldwide patient care by fulfilling the educational 
needs and practice gaps of the physician attendees 
and incorporating multiple desired physician 
attributes. The needs of the attendees were assessed 
through an extensive review process of previous 
course evaluations, online needs assessment and a 
six month follow-up survey. The resulting scientific 
program represents a worldwide overview and 
hybrid approach to important issues facing practicing 
physicians who are involved with the care and 
treatment of patients with cardiovascular disease. 

Educational Objectives

After attending the symposium, participants should 
be able to:

u �Understand the current management of acute/
chronic, symptomatic/asymptomatic, and 
complicated/uncomplicated aortic dissection.

u �Examine updates from the latest trials for  
aortic dissection.

u �Understand the current trials for carotid 
endarterectomy and carotid stenting.

u �Compare the latest results for open, hybrid, and 
endovascular repair for the transverse aortic arch.

u �Review the latest techniques for the management 
of peripheral arterial disease.

u �Understand the latest techniques in open and 
endovascular management of complex abdominal 
aortic aneurysms.

u �Review the latest techniques for descending 
thoracic aortic aneurysm repair.

u �Contrast open and endovascular techniques for 
thoracoabdominal aortic aneurysm management. 

u �Evaluate updates on recent advances  
in vascular genetics.

u �Examine updates for the latest techniques in the 
management of vascular trauma and infections. 

CME ACCREDITATION AND DESIGNATION

Promedica International CME is 
accredited by the Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical 

Education to provide continuing medical education 
for physicians.

Promedica International CME designates this live 
activity for a maximum of 17.5 AMA PRA Category 
1 Credit(s)™. Physicians should claim only the credit 
commensurate with the extent of their participation 
in the activity. 

Provider approved by the California Board  
of Registered Nursing, Provider #8495 for  
17.5 contact hours.

Category 1 CEUs approved by the American Board  
of Cardiovascular Perfusion (ABCP) have been 
applied for. Please visit www.promedicacme.com in 
the coming months for the final credit designation.

ACTIVITY EVALUATION

Evaluation by online questionnaire will address 
content, presentation and future educational needs.

TARGET AUDIENCE

This symposium is designed for vascular surgeons, 
cardiothoracic surgeons, interventional radiologists, 
cardiologists, anesthesiologists, physician assistants, 
nurse practitioners, perfusionists, and other health 
care professionals involved in the care and treatment 
of patients with aortic diseases.

Abstract Submission

Submissions of original abstracts are being accepted 
and will be considered for oral presentation, poster 
display, and video presentation. All abstracts must be 
submitted online at www.promedicacme.com.

Deadline for Abstract Submissions: January 31, 2014

Abstract Categories 

A Fundamental Skills Workshop will be held  
on Wednesday, March 5, 2014.  
Check www.promedicacme.com for updates.

Commercial Support

This program is supported in part by educational 
grants and exhibits from industry, in accordance with 
the ACCME Standards for Commercial Support.  At 
the time of printing, a complete list of commercial 
supporters was not available.  Appropriate 
acknowledgement will be given to all supporters in 
meeting materials onsite.

Special Guest

Firouz Naderi, PhD 
Solar System Exploration Directorate 
NASA Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Dr. Naderi will speak about “Space 
Exploration” during the Gala 

Reception on Friday, March 7, 2014, which will 
begin at 7:00 pm.

u Etiology
u Pathology
u Genetics
u �Natural History
u Imaging

u Diagnosis
u Evaluation, Management, 
	 Surgery, Medicine
u Endovascular
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Thursday, March 6
6:45 – 7:45 AM
Continental Breakfast,  
Registration,  
and View Exhibits
7:45 – 7:50 AM
Introduction
Hazim J. Safi, MD, and  
David D. McPherson, MD

7:50 – 8:00 AM
Opening Remarks
Giuseppe N. Colasurdo, MD 
President, The University of Texas Health 
Science Center at Houston

SESSION I: DISSECTION

Moderators: 
Hazim J. Safi, MD, and 
David D. McPherson, MD

8:00 – 8:08 AM
DISSECT – A Classification  
for Aortic Dissection
Michael D. Dake, MD

8:08 – 8:16 AM
Results of TEVAR for Type B  
Dissection: The INSTEAD Trial
Christoph A. Nienaber, MD, PhD

8:16 – 8:24 AM
TEVAR for Type B Aortic  
Dissection: The STABLE I Trial
Joseph V. Lombardi, MD

8:24 – 8:32 AM
TEVAR for Acute  
Type B Aortic Dissection:  
The ADSORB Study
Peter R. Taylor, MA, MChir

8:32 – 8:40 AM
Results of the VIRTUE Post  
Market Surveillance Registry
Matt Thompson, MD

8:40 – 8:48 AM
The Mechanics of Acute  
Aortic Dissection
Ramon Berguer, MD, PhD

8:48 – 8:56 AM
Hybrid Repair of  
Aortic Dissection
Gilbert R. Upchurch, Jr., MD

8:56 – 9:04 AM
Can 4D MRI Improve  
the Management of Thoracic 
Aortic Disease?
Rachel Clough, MD, PhD

9:04 – 9:12 AM
Comparison of Open vs.  
TEVAR for Chronic Distal  
Aortic Dissection
Wilson Y. Szeto, MD

DEBATE

9:12 – 9:20 AM
Patients With Asymptomatic  
Type B Dissection Should  
Undergo TEVAR
Christoph A. Nienaber, MD, PhD

9:20 – 9:28 AM
Patients With Asymptomatic  
Type B Dissection Should be 
Treated Medically
Anthony L. Estrera, MD

9:28 – 10:00 AM
Panel Discussion
10:00 – 10:30 AM
Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION II: CAROTID

Moderators:  
Kristofer M. Charlton-Ouw, MD  
and Frank J. Veith, MD

10:30 – 10:38 AM
CEA vs. CAS for  
Carotid Stenosis
Frank J. Veith, MD

10:38 – 10:46 AM
Evolution of Carotid Stenting: 
CREST II and Beyond
Richard Smalling, MD, PhD

10:46 – 10:54 AM
Transcervical Carotid Stenting 
With Flow Reversal
Manuel Doblas, MD, PHD

10:54 – 11:02 AM
Hospital Cost and  
Reimbursement of CEA and CAS
W. Charles Sternbergh III, MD

11:02 – 11:10 AM
Impact of Patient Selection  
and Operator Specialty  
on Outcomes After Carotid 
Interventions
Carlos H. Timaran, MD

11:10 – 11:18
Last Generation Carotid  
Stents May Prevent Peri  
and Post Procedure Events
Claudio Schonholz, MD

DEBATE

11:18 – 11:26 AM
Medical Therapy is the Treatment  
of Choice for Asymptomatic 
Moderate Stenosis
TBA

11:26 – 11:34 AM
CEA or CAS is the Treatment  
of Choice for Asymptomatic 
Moderate Carotid Stenosis
Frank J. Veith, MD

11:34 AM – 12:00 PM
Panel Discussion
12:00 – 1:00 PM
Lunch

SESSION III: ASC/ARCH

Moderators: 
Anthony L. Estrera, MD,  
and Vincent Riambau, MD, PhD

1:00 – 1:08 PM
Hybrid Repair of  
Type A Dissection
LiZhong Sun, MD

1:08 – 1:16 PM
Hybrid Repair of Aortic  
Arch Aneurysms
Yamume Tshomba, MD

1:16 – 1:24 PM
Endovascular Treatment  
of Aortic Arch Lesions
Vincent Riambau, MD, PhD

1:24 – 1:32 PM
Mid-Term Results of Hybrid  
Arch TEVAR
Hitoshi Matsuda, MD

1:32 – 1:40 PM
In-Situ Laser Fenestration for 
Treatment of Arch Lesions
Jean M. Panneton, MD

1:40 – 1:48 PM
Ascending Aortic Stent Grafting: 
An Exercise in Futility?
Ali Khoynezhad, MD, PhD

2014 Scientific Program



1:48 – 1:56 PM
Do I Need an IDE  
and How Do I Get It?
Rodney A. White, MD

1:56 – 2:04 PM
Total Endovascular Aortic Arch 
Aneurysm Replacement With 
Sandwich Technique
Armando Lobato, MD, PhD

2:04 – 2:12 PM
Finding Answers to Clinical  
Questions: The FDA Perspective
Dorothy Abel

2:12 – 2:20 PM
Impact and Incidence of  
Retrograde Dissections in TEVAR
Frédéric Cochennec, MD

2:20 – 3:00 PM
Panel Discussion
3:00 – 3:30 PM
Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION IV: PERIPHERAL

Moderators: 
Alan Lumsden, MD, and  
Gordon H. Martin, MD

3:30 – 3:38 PM
A New Classification System  
for PAD
Joseph L. Mills, MD

3:38 – 3:46 PM
Functional Outcomes  
After Lower Extremity  
Revascularization
SPence McLean Taylor, MD

3:46 – 3:54 PM
Issues in the Management  
of Diabetic Vascular Disease
Anton N. Sidawy, MD, MPH

3:54 – 4:02 PM
Drug Coated Balloons in PAD
Peter A. Schneider, MD

4:02 – 4:10 PM
Tips and Tricks for  
Treatment of Chronic Total  
Occlusions (CTOs)
Ali Amin, MD, RVT

4:10 – 4:18 PM
Endovenous Arterial Bypass:  
Is it for Real?
Alan Lumsden, MD

4:18 – 4:26 PM
To Stent or Not to Stent:  
That is the Question
Michael B. Silva, Jr., MD

4:26 – 4:34 PM
Drug Eluting Stents:  
Current Status
Michael D. Dake, MD

4:34 – 4:42 PM
Endoluminal Robots: Do They 
Help in the Lower Extremity?
Jean Bismuth, MD

4:42 – 4:50 PM
Retrograde Recanalization  
Strategies
Hosam El-Sayed, MD, PhD, RVT

4:50 – 5:10 PM
Panel Discussion
5:10 PM
Adjourn

Friday, March 7
7:00 – 7:50 AM
Continental Breakfast  
and View Exhibits
7:50 – 8:00 AM
Opening Remarks

SESSION V: AAA

Moderators:  
Ali Azizzadeh, MD, and  
Gregorio Sicard, MD

8:00 – 8:08 AM
Long-Term Outcomes After  
Open and Endovascular Repairs 
of Abdominal Aortic Aneurysms
Peter Gloviczki, MD

8:08- 8:16 AM
Outcomes of EVAR  
vs. Open Repair
Marc L. Schermerhorn, MD

8:16 – 8:24 AM
RAAA – The Albany Experience
R. Clement Darling III, MD

8:24 – 8:32 AM
FEVAR vs. Snorkel EVAR  
for Pararenal AAA Disease
Ronald L. Dalman, MD

8:32 – 8:40 AM
PMEG’s – The Harborview 
Experience
Benjamin W. Starnes, MD

8:40 – 8:48 AM
EVAR Explants
Thomas C. Bower, MD

8:48 – 8:56 AM
Endovascular Options for  
Common Iliac and Internal Iliac 
Artery Aneurysms
Robert Y. Rhee, MD

8:56 – 9:04 AM
Using the HeliFx Staple to Secure 
Aortic Endografts
William D. Jordan, Jr., MD

9:04 – 9:12 AM
Outpatient PEVAR:  
Is it Possible?
Stuart Harlin, MD

9:12 – 9:20 AM
Managing EVAR Complications
Ross Milner, MD

9:20 – 9:28 AM
Endoleaks After EVAR
Timur Paul Sarac, MD

9:28 – 9:36 AM
EVAR Surveillance in 2014
Hence Verhagen, MD, PhD

9:36 – 9:50 AM
Panel Discussion
9:50 – 10:20 AM
Break / View Posters  
& Exhibits

SESSION VI:  DTAA

Moderator:  
Eyal E. Porat, MD,  
Christopher J. Kwolek, MD

10:20 – 10:28 AM
The Status of Endovascular  
Technologies for TEVAR
Nabil Chakfé, MD, PhD

10:28 – 10:36 AM
TEVAR First in Man
R. Scott Mitchell, MD

10:36 – 10:44 AM
Aortic Remodeling  
After TEVAR
Christopher J. Kwolek, MD

10:44 – 10:52 AM
Management of LSA  
During TEVAR
Frank Robert Arko III, MD

10:52 – 11:00 AM
Carotid-Subclavian Bypass  
vs. Transposition After TEVAR
Mark K. Eskandari, MD



11:00 – 11:08 AM
CSF Drainage for Spinal  
Cord Protection
Larry H. Hollier, MD

11:08 – 11:16 AM
Single Stage Procedures for 
Complex TEVAR
Luis A. Sanchez, MD

11:16 – 11:24 AM
Open Repair for  
Chronic Descending Thoracic 
Aortic Dissection
Anthony L. Estrera, MD

11:24 AM – 12:00 PM
Panel Discussion
12:00 – 1:00 PM
Lunch 

SESSION VII: TAAA

Moderators: 
Hazim J. Safi, MD, and  
Jean-Pierre Becquemin, MD

1:00 – 1:08 PM
FEVAR and BEVAR:  
The French Experience
Jean-Pierre Becquemin, MD

1:08 – 1:16 PM
CHIMPS for Treatment of 
Complex Aortic Aneurysms
Mario L. Lachat, MD

1:16 – 1:24 PM
Branched/Fenestrated  
Treatment of TAAA
Tara Mastracci, MD

1:24 – 1:32 PM
Parallel Stent Grafts  
for TAAA Repair
Armando Lobato, MD, PhD

1:32 – 1:40 PM
Visceral Debranching  
For TAAA
Ron M. Fairman, MD

1:40 – 1:48 PM
Open Repair of Paravisceral 
Aneurysms
Kenneth J. Cherry, MD

1:48 – 1:56 PM
Off the Shelf Fenestrated 
Devices
Edward Y. Woo, MD

1:56 – 2:04 PM
Comparison of Renal Perfusion 
Solutions During TAAA Repair
Yamume Tshomba, MD

2:04 – 2:12 PM
Blood Conservation for Thoracic 
Aortic Repair
Shao Feng Zhou, MD

2:12 – 2:20 PM
Advancements in Renal  
Protection for TAAA Repair
Charles C. Miller III, PhD

2:20 – 2:28 PM
Open Repair of Thoracoabdominal 
Aortic Aneurysm – Techniques,  
Immediate and Midterm  
Outcomes – Liverpool Experience
Aung Y. Oo, MBBS

2:28 – 2:36 PM
TAAA – How I Do It
Hazim J. Safi, MD

2:36 – 3:00 PM
Panel Discussion
3:00 – 3:30 PM
Break / View Posters & Exhibits

SESSION VIII:  
CONTROVERSIES

Moderators: 
Naveed U. Saqib, MD, and  
Robert W. Thompson, MD

3:30 – 3:38 PM
Update on Vascular Genetics
Dianna M. Milewicz, MD, PhD

3:38 – 3:46 PM
Treatment of Vascular EDS
James H. Black III, MD

3:46 – 3:54 PM
Update on the Treatment  
of Thoracic Outlet Syndrome
Robert W. Thompson, MD

3:54 – 4:02 PM
Resuscitative Endovascular  
Balloon Occlusion of  
the Aorta (REBOA)  
for Hemorrhagic Shock
Todd E. Rasmussen, MD

4:02 – 4:10 PM
The Use of Robotics  
in Vascular Surgery
Nicholas J.W. Cheshire, MD

4:10 – 4:18 PM
Bench Top Model  
for Aortic Dissection
Ravi K. Veeraswamy, MD

4:18 – 4:26 PM
Management of Graft Infections
John F. Eidt, MD

4:26 – 4:34 PM
A New Protocol for  
Graft Infections
Kristofer M. Charlton-Ouw, MD

4:34 – 4:42 PM
Intentional Left Subclavian  
Artery Coverage During TEVAR 
for Trauma
Ali Azizzadeh, MD

4:42 – 5:00 PM
Panel Discussion
5:00 pm
Adjourn

7:00 – 9:00 pm
Gala Reception

Keynote Address
Space Exploration
Firouz Naderi, PhD
Director, Solar System Exploration
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory

Saturday, March 8
7:30 – 8:25 AM
Continental Breakfast  
& Registration
8:25 – 8:30 AM
Opening Remarks

SESSION IX:  
ABSTRACT SESSION

Moderators: 
Charles C. Miller III, PhD,  
and Sheila M. Coogan, MD, RPVI

8:30 – 10:00 AM
Abstract Presentations
10:00 – 10:30 AM
Break / View Posters & Exhibits
10:30 – 11:30 AM
Abstract Presentations
11:30 AM
Closing Remarks
Hazim J. Safi, MD,   
David D. McPherson, MD, 
Ali Azizzadeh, MD, and  
Anthony L. Estrera, MD
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LOCATION

The symposium will be held at the Westin Oaks Hotel  
in Houston, Texas. 

HOTEL ACCOMMODATION

A group rate of $219 + tax for single or double 
occupancy has been made available at the  
Westin Oaks Hotel. To make your reservation  
at the group rate, please go to the website  
www.starwoodmeeting.com/Book/MEC01 or you  
may call the hotel directly at 1-800-228-3000 or  
713-960-8100. All reservations must be made by 
February 1, 2014 to receive the group rate. 

PAYMENT

Registration fees may be paid by credit card using  
Visa, MasterCard, American Express or Discover. 
Fees may also be paid by check, payable to Promedica 
International CME in US dollars, drawn on a US bank.

REFUNDS

All cancellations must be submitted in writing and 
refunds will be subject to a $100 administrative charge. 
Cancellations will not be accepted over the phone.  
No refunds will be given after January 31, 2014.

SOCIAL EVENTS

The following events have been arranged  
for participants:

Welcome Reception and Registration 
Wednesday, March 5, 2014 from 6:00 – 8:00 pm 
Grand Foyer, 3rd Level at the Westin Oaks Hotel

Hotel Gala Reception 
Friday, March 7, 2014 from 7:00 – 9:00 pm

REGISTRATION FEE INFORMATION

Registration fee includes tuition, continental  
breakfast, coffee breaks, lunch, reception and scientific 
program materials. 

$795 Physician/Industry through January 31, 2014  
$895 Physician/Industry after January 31, 2014  
$495 �Resident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician through  

January 31, 2014 
$595 �Resident/Fellow/Nurse/Technician after  

January 31, 2014 

To register, please visit our website at  
www.promedicacme.com, or return the following form  
by mail or fax to:

Promedica International CME 
300 Carlsbad Village Drive, Ste 108A-326 
Carlsbad, CA 92008 
Phone: (760) 720-2263, Fax: (760) 720-6263 
Email: Lsteigerwald@promedicacme.com 

March 6, 7 & 8, 2014
 The Seventh in the Series 

To register online for The Houston Aortic Symposium, please go to www.promedicacme.com
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