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CONFERENCE  
INTRODUCTION

How can we turn the latest scientific discoveries and new technologies into real value for breast cancer patients? 
Building a bridge between researchers and clinicians in order to address this gap is one of the most important 
goals of IMPAKT. Networking, dialogue and interaction are at the centre of this unique translational research 
meeting in breast cancer.

IMPAKT 2015 will bring together innovative thinkers and take a more fundamental approach than other breast 
cancer conferences to figure out how to best develop and better individualise new strategies to fight breast cancer. 
IMPAKT puts current and future issues in breast cancer research and treatment into perspective.

We encourage you to present your data at this international platform, meet top experts in the field and network 
with all of those interested in how to translate new discoveries into better diagnosis and treatment of breast cancer 
patients. Past participants value IMPAKT’s research focus, the scope and depth of the information presented on 
disease biology, and discussions about the implications for patient management − many attendees return for the 
latest updates. Having laboratory discoveries translated into clinical practice is what patients need, but it is equal-
ly important that data collected in the clinic gets back to researchers to allow them to dig more deeply into the bio-
logical behaviour of the disease.

We look forward to welcoming you in Brussels!
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CONFERENCE  
OFFICERS

IMPAKT Breast Cancer Conference Founders

José Baselga, New York, NY, US
Martine Piccart, Brussels, Belgium

Executive Committee

Nicholas Turner, London, UK (Chair)
Philippe Bedard, Toronto, ON, Canada
David Cameron, Edinburgh, UK
Robert Coleman, Sheffield, UK
Giuseppe Curigliano, Milan, Italy
Carsten Denkert, Berlin, Germany
Angelo Di Leo, Prato, Italy
Hans-Jörg Senn, St. Gallen, Switzerland
Christos Sotiriou, Brussels, Belgium
Alastair M. Thompson, Houston, TX, US

Scientific Committee

Carsten Denkert, Berlin, Germany (Chair)
José Baselga, New York, NY, US
Philippe Bedard, Toronto, ON, Canada
Kimberly Blackwell, Durham, NC, US
David Cameron, Edinburgh, UK
Lisa Carey, Chapel Hill, NC, US
Robert Coleman, Sheffield, UK
Giuseppe Curigliano, Milan, Italy
Christine Desmedt, Brussels, Belgium
Angelo Di Leo, Prato, Italy
Ian Krop, Boston, MA, US
Sherene Loi, Melbourne, Australia
Sibylle Loibl, Neu-Isenburg, Germany
Luca Malorni, Prato, Italy
Martine Piccart, Brussels, Belgium
Jorge Reis-Filho, New York, NY, US
Hans-Jörg Senn, St. Gallen, Switzerland
Christos Sotiriou, Brussels, Belgium
Fraser Symmans, Houston, TX, US
Alastair M. Thompson, Houston, TX, US
Nicholas Turner, London, UK
Andrew Tutt, London, UK

Who should attend 

IMPAKT focuses specifically on translational research and new drug de-
velopment, in an era where there is potential to provide tailored treatment 
to biologically homogeneous groups of patients. The Conference provides 
an ideal environment to foster dialogue between laboratory and clinical 
scientists as well as representatives of the pharmaceutical industry, and 
for physicians to gain the knowledge and skills to use new technologies 
and integrate translational research components into clinical trials.

Conference objectives

•	 Provide information on the myriad discoveries that already have or will 
have impact on breast cancer research and treatment in the near future

•	 Discuss concepts of cellular origin of breast cancer and implications 
for clinical practice

•	 Discuss which mutations are clinically relevant in breast cancer and 
strategies for their identification, as well as therapeutic implications 

•	 Analyse a tumour evolution in the metastatic setting

•	 Provide an update on strategies to modulate the immune system in 
breast cancer

•	 Provide an update on translational research approaches in clinical 
trials in early stage breast cancer

•	 Debate on the role of chemotherapy in the context of precision 
medicine

•	 Elaborate on results from studies in triple negative breast cancer

Benefits in attending

•	 Receive a high-level scientific overview of ongoing translational 
research in the field of breast cancer and exchange opinions with 
breast cancer researchers, scientists and clinicians

•	 Get perspective from top experts about advances on a molecular level 
exploited for clinical purposes

•	 Stay up to date with scientific progress in breast cancer research as 
the therapeutic road from the laboratory to the clinic shortens

•	 Focus on premier data and technologies that sharpen the knife of 
molecular dissection and define the cellular structures that determine 
responsiveness to novel therapies

•	 Present your research data to a high-profile audience of international 
experts, where the focus is on hot topics in breast cancer research 
that are of interest to multiple disciplines

•	 Network with specialists from all breast cancer research related 
disciplines
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GENERAL  
INFORMATION

Abstract submission

Abstract submission will be possible online only from October 2014 
until 14 January 2015. Abstracts of superior quality will be selected by 
the Scientific Committee for presentation in the Best Abstracts session. 
Abstracts accepted for poster presentation will be displayed during the 
Conference.

Accreditation

The programme of this event will be:

•	 Accredited with ESMO-MORA category 1 points;

•	 Submitted for CME accreditation to the EACCME (Accreditation 
Council for Continuing Medical Education). EACCME is an institution 
of the European Union of Medical Specialists (UEMS). These credits 
are also recognised by the American Medical Association (AMA) as 
Physician’s Recognition Award (AMA PRA Category 1 credits).

Grants

A restricted number of travel grants to the Conference will be avail-
able. Selection of travel grant recipients will be made by the Scientific 
Committee on a competitive basis from among the accepted abstracts 
submitted by candidates aged 40 years or younger. In addition to trav-
el subsidies and accomodation, travel grant recepients will receive free 
registration to both the Conference and the pre-IMPAKT training course. 
To apply for a travel grant, please refer to the abstract submission in-
structions available online at impakt.org

IMPAKT 2015 is eco-friendly 

Environmentally friendly measures are being implemented for IMPAKT 
2015. FSC (Forest Stewardship Council) paper has been used to pro-
duce this preliminary programme.

Insurance 

The organisers bear no responsibility for untoward events in connection 
with, before, during and after the Conference. Participants are strongly ad-
vised to take out their own personal, health and travel insurance coverage.

Official language

The official language of the Conference is English. Sessions will not be 
translated.

OncologyPRO

Access to the highest quality scientific knowledge at a click. In ad-
dition to a wider range of scientific information and news services, 
OncologyPRO provides access to materials developed by ESMO. 
Resources from IMPAKT 2015 will be available on 
oncologypro.esmo.org
ESMO has developed OncologyPRO specifically to foster the sharing 
of knowledge and best practice for both clinical practice and research. 
OncologyPRO offers ESMO members an unparalleled resource – inte-

grating regularly updated oncology news, clinical research and drug in-
formation, practice guidelines and tools, on-line educational materials, 
publications and more, in a simple, searchable platform.

Participation 

More than 500 specialists in breast cancer are expected to join the 
Conference.

Passport/visa 

A valid identity card is sufficient for entry into Belgium for citizens of EU 
or Schengen member countries. Nationals of non-EU member countries 
are advised to consult the nearest Belgian Consulate for specific details.

Poster Walk

The Poster Walk will take place during the welcome reception on 
Thursday, 7 May 2015.

Pre-IMPAKT training course

The training course is particularly focused on young professionals early 
in their careers by providing them with an understanding of key topics in 
translational research that are relevant for patient care in breast cancer. 

The training course will be held on Wednesday, 7 and Thursday, 8 May 
2015. For further details, please visit impakt.org

Press

Free media registration is granted to all bona fide media representatives. 
A Press area will be open to journalists registered for the Conference. 
A Media registration form, media policies and other information will be 
available from the ESMO website esmo.org

Publications

All abstracts will be published online as a supplement of the official 
ESMO journal, Annals of Oncology.

Venue 

The Conference will be held at the SQUARE Brussels Meeting Centre, 
which is located in the centre of Brussels and 20 minutes away from 
Brussels International airport.

SQUARE Brussels Meeting Centre 
Museumstraat 8, rue du Musée 
B-1000 Brussels 
www.square.brussels.com

Webcast

The Conference webcast will include all sessions of the official pro-
gramme where speaker permission is granted. ESMO members will also 
be able to access the webcast via OncologyPro.
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TRAINING COURSE CHAIRS

Fabrice André, Villejuif, France

Christine Desmedt, Brussels, Belgium

Peter Schmid, London, UK

Training course application deadline:  18 February 2015
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CONFERENCE  
PROGRAMME

Thursday, 7 May 2015
11:00/
12:00

Press Conference(TBC)

12:00/
13:00

Industry Satellite Symposium (TBC)

13:00/
13:15

Official welcome

Welcome to the IMPAKT Conference
Martine Piccart, Brussels, Belgium
Scientific Introduction to the IMPAKT Conference
Carsten Denkert, Berlin, Germany and Nicholas Turner, London, UK

13:15/
14:15

Keynote lecture

Tracing the cellular origin of breast cancer
Cedric Blanpain, Brussels, Belgium
Concepts on cells of origin of cancer: Implications for clinical 
practice
To be announced
Q&A

14:15/ 
15:45

The molecular origin of breast cancer: Clinical 
significance of genomic patterns
Genomic ventures to explore tumour progression and intra-
tumour heterogeneity in breast cancer
Peter van Loo, Cambridge, UK
APOBEC mutation signatures and the origins of mutation in breast 
cancer
Reuben Harris, Minneapolis, MN, US
Which mutations are relevant? Strategies for identification
To be announced
Therapeutic implications of mutational evolution in breast cancer
Lajos Pusztai, New Haven, CT, US
Q&A / General Discussion

15:45 Coffee Break

16:15/ 
17:45

Best abstracts session

17:45 Welcome reception and Poster Walk

Friday, 8 May 2015
08:30/ 
09:15

Keynote lecture

Dissecting the proteome of breast cancer
Matthew Ellis, Houston, TX, US

09:15/ 
10:15

Mutations and therapy resistance: Impact of mutations 
in the clinic
ESR1 mutations and resistance to endocrine therapy
Sarat Chandarlapaty, New York, NY, US
Mutations in PIK3CA and ERBB2: Resistance mechanism, 
therapeutic target, or both?
Ian Krop, Boston, MA, US
Clinical relevance: How do we manage mutational mechanisms of 
resistance?
Sibylle Loibl, Neu-Isenburg, Germany
Q&A / General Discussion

10:15 Coffee Break

10:45/ 
12:15

Microenvironment and metastatic cascade in breast 
cancer
Tumour evolution in the metastatic setting
Christine Desmedt, Brussels, Belgium 
The impact of tumour genetics on host immune response
Timothy Chan, New York, NY, US
Strategies to modulate the immune system in breast cancer: 
Checkpoint inhibitors and beyond
Karen Willard-Gallo, Brussels, Belgium
Clinical perspectives
Giuseppe Curigliano, Milan, Italy
Q&A / General Discussion

12:15/ 
13:15

Industry Satellite Symposium (TBC)

13:15 Lunch

13:45/ 
15:15

Industry Satellite Symposium (TBC)

15:15 Coffee Break
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15:30/ 
17:35

Translational clinical trial approaches in early stage 
breast cancer
New aspects of molecular imaging in breast cancer
Elisabeth de Vries, Groningen, Netherlands
If I were to start the I-SPY trials again what would I do differently?
Laura Essermann, San Francisco, CA, US
Selection criteria for post neoadjuvant therapy concepts
Gunter von Minckwitz, Neu-Isenburg, Germany
POETIC strategies: Optimising neo-adjuvant and window studies 
in oestrogen receptor positive breast cancer
Mitchell Dowsett, London, UK
Panel discussion: Integration of neoadjuvant and adjuvant trials – 
do we need new strategies for early breast cancer? 
Led by Alastair M. Thompson, Houston, TX, US

17:35/ 
18:35

Keynote lecture

The impact of germline genetics on breast cancer risk and 
integration in clinical practice
Nazneen Rahman, London, UK
Clinical interpretation
Judy Garber, Boston, MA, US
Q&A / General Discussion

Saturday, 9 May 2015
09:00/ 
10:00

Debate: Chemotherapy will have a trivial role in the 
future of precision medicine
Speaker Pro
David Cameron, Edinburgh, UK
Speaker Contra
Larry Norton, New York, NY, US
Moderated discussion with audience
Led by Fabrice André, Villejuif, France

10:00 Coffee break 

10:30 Susan G. Komen for the Cure® award session (TBC)

10:45/ 
11:45

Triple negative breast cancer: First results from tackling 
the diversity
Genomic and morphological heterogeneity in TNBC
Jorge Reis-Filho, New York, NY, US
Platinum and targeted therapy in TN breast cancer: For all patients 
or only a subset?
Andrew Tutt, London, UK
Panel discussion: Potential resistance targets, recent study 
results and new trial concepts
Panellists:
Jorge Reis-Filho, New York, NY, US
Andrew Tutt, London, UK
Nicholas Turner, London, UK
plus other panellists to be confirmed

11:45/ 
12:00

Closing remarks and introduction of the IMPAKT 2016 
Chairs

CONFERENCE  
PROGRAMME
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CONFERENCE  
REGISTRATION

FROM DECEMBER 2014 REGISTER ONLINE AT IMPAKT.ORG!
Registration may also be sent by email or fax using the registration form downloadable from impakt.org

Registration fees and deadlines

Fee in EURO (€), Belgian VAT included

NON ESMO 
Member Fee

ESMO 
Member Fee

Discounted 
Fee*

ESMO Junior 
Member Fee

Student fee**

Early registration:
until 18 February 2015 338.80 254.10 169.40 60.50 60.50

Late registration:
until 8 April 2015 605.00 544.50 302.50 60.50 60.50

Full registration:
from 9 April 2015 847.00 847.00 847.00 60.50 60.50

* Applicable to participants from developing countries only. At the time of application, developing countries are defined according to latest World Bank statistics as countries with a Purchasing 
Power Parity (PPP) per capita of less than $ 10,000 per annum. Information available online at www.worldbank.org

** Applicable to individuals who are students only. At the time of application a copy of the student card must be sent at impakt.registration@esmo.org

Registration requirements

In order to register yourself or another person/s, the following informa-
tion will be required and conditions will be applied:

•	 A personal address (Institution or private) and email address for each 
delegate must be provided during the registration process.

•	 Multiple registrations with the same e-mail address will not be 
considered.

•	 Registration to the Conference implies the acceptance of the 
Registration Terms & Conditions, which can be reviewed on the 
IMPAKT website, before registering to the Conference.

Registration fees and deadlines

The IMPAKT Conference Secretariat must receive one completed reg-
istration per participant and the corresponding payment in Euro by the 
above mentioned deadlines. Please note that registration per day is nei-
ther possible through the preregistration procedure nor on-site.

The registration fee includes

Access to the Conference, Conference material, welcome reception, 
lunch on Friday, coffee breaks and VAT.

The registration fee does not include

Airport transfers or accommodation.

Individuals and groups of 1-9 participants

How to register

•	 Online at impakt.org from December 2014

•	 Download and fax or email the registration form from the IMPAKT 
website registration section

Groups (from 10 participants and over)

Group registrations will only be accepted for a minimum of 10 
individuals.

How to register

•	 Online at impakt.org from December 2014

•	 Group registration via paper will not be accepted.

•	 Group instructions and Terms & Conditions will be available on the 
IMPAKT website from December 2014.

•	 For groups the same fees as for the individual participants apply

Any questions regarding group registration may be addressed to  
impakt.registration@esmo.org

Group deadlines

•	 Early registration deadline: 18 February 2015

•	 Group participant details to be supplied: 11 March 2015

•	 Late registration deadline: 8 April 2015

•	 Name changes for free: 8 April 2015

•	 Collection of material onsite from 7 May 2015
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Registration of ESMO members

To register an ESMO Member and to benefit from the reduced fee, the full 
Membership ID number of the participant must be provided during the 
registration process. ESMO Members may register online, either log-
ging into their myESMO profile using their login details, or providing the 
ESMO ID number on the registration form. In order to be eligible for pref-
erential fees, the ESMO membership account must be in good standing 
with the Society. Please verify membership status prior to registering 
for the Conference. For more information please review the Registration 
Terms & Conditions on the IMPAKT website.

Name changes

Name changes received prior to the late registration deadline (8 April 
2015) are free of charge for both individual and group registration. After 
8 April, a handling fee of EUR 100 will be charged for each name 
change. For individual registrations name changes should be notified in 
writing to the IMPAKT Conference Secretariat to 
impakt.registration@esmo.org

Group registration name changes should be processed directly online.

Name change requests by email, fax or phone will not be accepted.

Important note: A delegate registered as ESMO Member can only be 
replaced by another ESMO Member.

Invitation letter for visa application

Individuals can download their electronic invitation letter online through 
the registration system. To download / receive the invitation letter, par-
ticipants must first register to the Conference and pay in full. For special 
requests please contact impakt.registration@esmo.org

The invitation letter does not commit the IMPAKT Conference Secretariat 
to any financial obligations whatsoever. All expenses incurred in relation 
to the Conference are the sole responsibility of the delegate. For more 
information please review the Registration Terms & Conditions on the 
IMPAKT website.

Exhibitors

Owners, representatives and employees of exhibiting firms will have 
the possibility to request an unlimited number of exhibitor badges free 
of charge through the exhibitors manual. The exhibitor badge autho-
rises access to the exhibition and industry satellite symposia but does 
not authorise entrance to the scientific activities and functions of the 
Conference.
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BOOKING YOUR 
OWN CONFERENCE 
TRAVEL IS 
EASY AS ABC
WITH THE GLOBAL 
ONLINE BOOKING TOOL 
FROM STAR ALLIANCE 
CONVENTIONS PLUS
No matter where you are travelling from, the  
Star Alliance™ network offers you a wide choice of  
flights to the IMPAKT 2015 in Brussels, Belgium. 

And with over 18,500 flights a day to 1,316 destinations 
across 192 countries, our 27 member airlines extend  
the same choice to any future conferences you are  
planning to attend.

You can also save money when you book your 
flights. Simply quote the Convention Code SN04S15 
and you plus one travelling companion will 
receive a special discount. Better still, no matter  
which Star Alliance member airline’s frequent flyer 
programme you belong to, you can earn and  
redeem miles across all 27 airlines.

For more information, or to join the airline 
network that offers you more choice wherever 
your conferences take you, simply go to 
www.staralliance.com/conventionsplus
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ABSTRACT  
SUBMISSION

SUBMISSION CATEGORIES AND DEADLINES

•	 Detection and diagnosis

•	 Early breast cancer systemic therapy

•	 Loco-regional therapy

•	 Advanced breast cancer systemic therapy

•	 Genomics and proteomic analysis of breast cancer

•	 Biomarkers in breast cancer (prognostic, predictive and 
pharmacodynamic)

•	 Breast cancer host immune and stromal biology

•	 Imaging (preclinical and clinical)

•	 Preclinical breast cancer biology

•	 Breast cancer target identification and validation and  
preclinical models

•	 New drug development

•	 Miscellaneous

AB STRACT SUB MISSION DEADLINE: 15 January 2015

Please read the abstract submission instructions and submit your abstract online at: impakt.org
Submission by e-mail is not accepted

MEET US AT ONE OF THESE EVENTS

6th EMUC - European Multidisciplinary Meeting on Urological Cancers
Lisbon, Portugal, 13-16 November 2014

2nd Immuno-Oncology Symposium
Geneva, Switzerland, 21-22 November 2014

10th International Symposium on Advanced Ovarian Cancer
Valencia, Spain, 6 March 2015

3rd ESMO Personalised Medicine Symposium - Signalling Pathways in Cancer
Barcelona, Spain, 13-14 March 2015

5th ELCC - European Lung Cancer Conference
Geneva, Switzerland, 15-18 April 2015

17th ESMO World Congress on Gastrointestinal Cancer
Barcelona, Spain, 1-4 July 2015

ESMO-ESO Course on Medical Oncology for Medical Students
Valencia, Spain, 16-21 July 2015

ESMO Academy
Oxford, United Kingdom, 28-30 August 2015

ECC - European Cancer Congress 2015
Vienna, Austria - 25-29 September 2015

ESMO Asia 2015
Singapore, 18-21 December 2015

ESMO 2016 - 41st ESMO Congress
Copenhagen, Denmark, 7-11 October 2016



 

impakt.org

Contacts and organisation

For frequent updates,  
please visit impakt.org

ESMO Head Office 
Via Luigi Taddei 4 
6962 Viganello-Lugano 
Switzerland

Organisation 

Valentina Allevato 
Tel. +41 (0)91 973 19 26 
Fax +41 (0)91 973 19 18 
impakt@esmo.org

Scientific programme

Sara Fontanella Chiarani 
Tel. +41 (0)91 973 19 16 
Fax +41 (0)91 973 19 18 
programme@esmo.org

Registration and Travel grants

Nicole Bullo 
Tel. +41 (0)91 973 19 39 
Fax +41 (0)91 973 19 18 
impakt.registration@esmo.org

Sponsorship and Industry relations

Nikolaj Tomma 
Tel. +41 (0)91 973 19 90 
Fax +41 (0)91 973 19 05 
sponsorevents@esmo.org

Media relations

Vanessa Pavinato 
Tel. +41 (0)91 973 19 07 
Fax +41 (0)91 973 19 93 
media@esmo.org


