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Welcome Note of the Congress Chair 

Dear colleagues and friends,

On behalf of the Board of the European Network for Regenerative 
Medicine, I am pleased to invite you to Berlin from April 8–11, 
2015 to participate in our 5th International Congress on Bio-
technologies for Spinal Surgery (BioSpine).

Over the 12 years that have elapsed since launching BioSpine 
in 2002, the focus on high end development of many new 
nano- and biotechnology products within the scope of spinal 
surgery has been extraordinary. Currently, almost all industrial 
partners have included “BioSpine-Products“ in their portfolio. 
Nevertheless there are still noticeable differences regarding both 
the quality of academic support and the efficiency of introducing 
new products to the market. In particular, the clinical knowledge 
contribution from the medical point of view remains limited and 
will require ongoing support from the academics as well as from 
industry to sustain progress and improve therapeutic options.

BioSpine has set itself the task to act as a catalyst between these 
two groups; to support doctors’ curiosity and demand for new 
information, and at the same time to request that industrial 
partners elucidate product information with appropriate scientific 
scrutiny. Biomaterials in spine surgery have moved far beyond the 
role of “bone void fillers” like it used to be 10 years ago. That 
evolution has resulted in products that are now characterized 
as growth factors, cell products and combined products; each 
of which might follow various regulations to meet clinical use 
approval. BioSpine was initiated to give insights into technology 
development, has the aim to impart understanding and accep-
tance, but also wants to sharpen a critical view. 
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Welcome Note of the Congress Chair 

BioSpine not only shows openness to the end-consumer, the 
surgeon, but further recognizes the importance of incorporating 
the scientist into a common dialogue in order to provide parallel 
direction for future industrial research.

Science subsists from the lively exchange of information. Join 
us for this fantastic opportunity, for fruitful conversations, for 
vigorous discussions and the mutual exchange of knowledge.
I cordially invite you all to attend the BioSpine congress and 
look forward to meeting you in Berlin in April 2015.

On behalf of the Organizing Committee and Advisory Board,

Yours

Hans Jörg Meisel, MD
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Programme Overview 
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Thursday, April 9, 2015
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Programme by International Study 
Groups for Bone and Disc Regeneration

Wednesday, April 8, 2015
17:00–17:30
Opening

Coffee Break

Surgeons and Scientists: A Symbiosis in Spine Research 

Coffee Break

Personalized Medicine – Integrating 
Patients Biology into Surgical Planning

Imitating Nature – Innovative 
Biomaterials and Implants
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Poster Exhibition
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Strategies in minimal invasive Spine 
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Programme Overview 
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Friday, April 10, 2015
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Changes & Risks associated with 
biological Therapeutics

Regulatory Aspects of Biological 
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Programme Overview 

Saturday, April 11, 2015
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Treatment of Annulus Fibrosus Defects
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Social Programme
Welcome Reception
Right after the exciting panel discussion 
we would like to invite you to our Welcome 
Reception with some drinks and snacks 
within the industrial exhibition.
Chatting, relaxing, amusing – enjoy a net-
working evening in a relaxed atmosphere!

Date		  Wednesday, April 8, 2015
Time		  from 1900 hrs
Location		  Industrial exhibition (venue)
Fee		  included, accompanying person 15 EUR

Social Evening
The Social Evening takes place at the 
“Ballhaus Berlin”, an antique ballroom 
building in the capital. 
With its ornate chandeliers, beautiful stucco 
works and the still functioning desk tele-
phones you will become relegated to the 
swinging 50s. 
We invite you to join a memorable evening in a nostalgic atmos- 
phere and enjoy a delicious buffet with colleagues and friends.

Date		  Friday, April 10, 2015
Time		  from 1930 hrs
Location		  Ballhaus Berlin
		  Chausseestrasse 102
		  10115 Berlin (DE)
Fee		  75 EUR

© CandyBox Images

© Angela Kroell



12

General Information
Registration 
Registration for the congress is required. Please register online at 
www.biospine.org. Registration can also be made via fax or mail. 

Registration Fees
	 Early Bird	  Regular Registration   
	 until Jan 4, 2015 	 from Jan 5, 2015
Regular	 550 EUR 	 600 EUR
Postgraduate Student*	 400 EUR	 450 EUR
Undergraduate Student*	 200 EUR	 250 EUR

Welcome Reception, April 8, 2015
Participant		  included
Accompanying Person		  15 EUR

Social Evening, April 10, 2015 		  75 EUR
*	Please send a confirmation of your status either to registration@conventus.de 
	 Fax +49 3641 31 16-244 or by mail to Conventus GmbH indicating the  
	 keyword: BioSpine 2015 • Carl-Pulfrich-Strasse 1 • 07745 Jena (DE).

Payment and Confirmation of Payment
An invoice or confirmation of registration will be sent to you via 
postal or electronic mail within 14 days. This invoice is a valid 
invoice which may be submitted to the local tax and revenue 
office. All fees are due upon receipt of invoice/registration con-
firmation. Payment transfers must include participant’s name 
and invoice number. Payment is also accepted by credit card 
(Master-/Eurocard, American Express, VISA).

General Terms and Conditions
Please find our General Terms and Conditions at www.biospine.org. 
 
Accommodation
We reserved a contingent of rooms at special rates in different 
categories. 
Further information on accommodation is provided at
www.biospine.org. 
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General Information
Travel to Berlin 
Lufthansa Group Ticket�  
Partner Airlines offer a comprehensive global 
route network linking major cities around 
the world. We offer special prices and conditions to participants, 
visitors, exhibitors, invited guests as well as employees of the 
Contracting partner and their travel companions. 

To make a reservation, please click on 
www.lufthansa.com/event-booking_en and enter the access 
code DEZEMGD in the “Access to Your Special Lufthansa Of-
fer” area. This will open an online booking platform that will 
automatically calculate the discount offered or provide you with 
an even better offer if another promotional fare is available.
NOTE: Pop-ups must be enabled otherwise the booking platform 
window will not open. 

These promotional fares are also available through your IATA/ARC 
travel agent. Travel agents can obtain ticketing instructions by 
sending an email to lufthansa.mobility@dlh.de and providing 
the access code as a reference.

DB German Rail Event Ticket�
In cooperation with DB German Rail and 
Conventus you travel safely and conven-
iently to the BioSpine 2015. 

The price for your event ticket of a return trip* to Berlin is: 
2nd class		    99 EUR (for a defined train connection)
1st class		  159 EUR (for a defined train connection)

2nd class		  139 EUR (for all trains)
1st class		  199 EUR (for all trains) 

*Changes and reimbursement before the first day of validity are 15 EUR ex-

cluded from the first day of validity onwards. Passengers restrict themselves to 

a particular train and travel times.

Please find more detailed information on conditions and booking 
at www.biospine.org.
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General Information
Certification
An application will be made at the European Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education (EACCME) for European CME 
credits (ECMEC) for the 5th International Congress on Biotech-
nologies for Spinal Surgery (BioSpine).

Internet Corner & WIFI Access
Vouchers for WIFI can be purchased at the Check-In. Computers 
with internet connection are available for congress participants 
in the speakers’ ready room.

Congress Language 
The congress language is English.

State at printing
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conventus (lat.) = Coming together, 
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A partner you can count on!
• Adept project management
• Profound analysis and evaluation
• Top-quality industrial contacts
• Strategic marketing
• Specialised address databases
• Transparent budgeting
• Professional on-site support
• Experienced contract and tax 
 handling for institutions and 
 societies
• State-of-the art software usage



Call for Abstracts
We cordially invite you to submit your contributions to the  
5th International Congress on Biotechnologies for Spinal Surgery. 
Abstracts have to be submitted online at www.biospine.org. 
We rely on your support which will make this meeting a success!

Deadline for abstract submission is November 15, 2014!

Abstract Topics
•	 anterior cervical decompression and fusion: autograft,
	 allograft, synthetic cages and DBM
•	 chances and risks associated with biologic therapies
•	 growth-controlling and directing of the adolescent spine
•	 imitating nature – innovative biomaterials and implants
•	 implant surface and fusion
•	 intervertebral disc & bone biology
•	 minimally invasive approaches to interbody fusion
•	 nanotechnology and spine 
•	 personalized medicine – integrating patients biology into 
•	 surgical planning
•	 recent cell therapies for intervertebral disc regeneration
•	 robotics in spine surgery
•	 the best strategies for the ageing spine
•	 the most important bone grafts and biologics
•	 the role of cytokines for natural growth and repair in the spine
•	 therapeutic options for regeneration of neurogenic tissue 	
	 (after SCI)
•	 free topic

Publication of Abstracts
It is aimed to publish all abstracts of BioSpine 2015 in an issue 
of the journal “European Spine Journal”.

Awards Poster Prizes
All posters will be rated according to scientific basis and visual
appearance during the poster sessions. The best poster will be 
rewarded with 1.000 EUR, the 2nd and 3rd place with 500 EUR
each.
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