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Upon completion of this activity, participants will be able 
to learn the results of new research, learn the results of 
clinical advances, learn how to expand the care provided 
in their practice, update basic knowledge and skills, 
exchange ideas with experts and peers in renal care, 
analyze the health policy trends affecting your patients 

and practice, assess the latest in nephrology equipment 
and services, provide opportunities to strengthen 
professional relationships, facilitate evidence based 
improved outcomes in patients, and promote patient 
safety.

Education   
FSN will deliver quality educational opportunities to 
promote advanced care for the treatment of patients 
with kidney disease.

Regulatory & Legislative Advocacy  
FSN will be the definitive advocate for nephrologists 
influencing economic and public policy, representing 
the collective voice of nephrologists.

Practice Management Success   
FSN will provide nephrologists tools and knowledge to 
achieve practice success.

MEETING OBJECTIVES:

Florida’s Nephrology Advocate

MISSION: VISION:

FSN represents and serves the interests of Florida 
nephrologists in their pursuit and delivery of quality care 

for patients with kidney disease.

FSN is the recognized advocate for nephrologists  
in Florida.

STRATEGIC PRIORITIES – STATEMENT OF RELEVANCY

Patient Care  
FSN will provide nephrologists resources to deliver high 
quality, safe patient care in an economically feasible 
manner.

Grassroots Communication  
FSN will facilitate collaboration between nephrologists 
practicing throughout Florida.

Collaboration – Partnerships  
FSN will work with organizations that strive to enhance 
nephrology and quality care for patients with kidney 
disease.
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Experience a Bonita Springs hotel like no other; Hyatt 
Regency Coconut Point Resort & Spa. Located on 
26 acres overlooking breathtaking Estero Bay Aquatic 
Preserve, our enticing Bonita Springs Florida hotel 
– recently honored with Florida Green Lodging’s 
Three Palm eco-friendly certification – offers limitless 
recreation, personalized service and attention to detail at 
every turn.

Play 18 holes of golf at world class Raptor Bay Golf 
Club, recharge with indulgent treatments at Stillwater 

Spa, plunge down our 140 foot waterslide, or engage in 
the vast array of water sports available nearby. Epicurean 
delights await you at our Tanglewood and Tarpon Bay 
restaurants and nearby Germain Arena promises an 
evening of entertainment. Escape to our incomparable 
Hyatt and discover for yourself why we were recently 
named among Travel + Leisure’s 500 World’s Best 
Hotels.

At the FSN we recognize the stress and complexities 
of modern day medicine. That’s why we craft our 
annual meeting with a focus on your personal as well as 
professional enjoyment!  

The niche we strive to perfect includes a focus on a local, 
relaxed and family-friendly meeting that incorporates 
faculty and lectures of the highest quality. We continue 
to focus on our Nephrology Family and have again 

included social events for spouses and children. We feel 
we’ve found the right mix of relaxation, education, and 
relationship building to make this a weekend the whole 
family will enjoy.

We hope you take the opportunity this year to pursue 
our unique brand of the triple aim…Relax, Recharge, 
and Reinvigorate!

Relax, Recharge, and Reinvigorate!

ABOUT OUR DESTINATION
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2014 FSN ANNUAL MEETING FACULTY

Dr. Gerald B. Appel is Director 
of Clinical Nephrology at 
Columbia University Medical 
Center at The New York-
Presbyterian Hospital, New 
York, New York, and is a tenured 
Professor of Clinical Medicine 
at Columbia University College 
of Physicians and Surgeons. 

He is Chief of the Glomerular Kidney Disease Center 
at Columbia U. He received his undergraduate BA 
from Cornell University graduating in three years with 
distinction in all subjects and as a member of phi beta 
kappa. He received his medical degree from Albert 
Einstein College of Medicine , Bronx, New York, in 
1972., where he was elected to the medical honor society 
Alpha Omega Alpha. He completed his internship and 
residency in Internal Medicine at Columbia Presbyterian 
Medical Center. He then completed fellowships in 
Nephrology at both Columbia-Presbyterian (1975-1976) 
and at Yale-New Haven Medical Center, New Haven, 
Connecticut (1976-1978). 

Dr Appel has been listed in New York Magazine as one 
of the “Best Doctors in New York” annually between 
1992 and 2010, and is listed in “Best Doctors in 
America,” and also in “How to Find the Best Doctors in 
N.Y. Metro Area.” He is an associate editor of Clinical 
JASN and of Up-To-Date.  Dr. Appel is a member 
of numerous societies and has served on the Medical 
Advisory Board and as the Chairman of the Research 
Committee of the National Kidney Foundation of New 
York and New Jersey and The Kidney and Urology 
Foundation of America, as a past president of the 
New York Society of Nephrology, and as Chair of the 
Council of Glomerulonephritis of the National Kidney 
Foundation of the US. He is the director of many courses 
including The Columbia U Internal Medicine Course in 
NYC , Renal Biopsy in Medical Diseases of the Kidney 
in NYC, and The Treatment of Glomerular Diseases at 
the annual American Society of Nephrology meetings. Dr 
Appel has authored and co-authored almost 300 peer-
reviewed articles and book chapters.

Dr. William M. Bennett 
is Medical Director of 
Transplantation, and Director 
of Renal Research, at Legacy 
Health Systems in Portland, 
Oregon. With more than 40 years 
of experience, Dr. Bennett is an 
expert in kidney transplantation.

Dr. Bennett received his medical 
degree from Northwestern University, Chicago. He 
was inducted into Alpha Omega Alpha. Following 
his residency in internal medicine at Northwestern 
University, Dr. Bennett served as chief resident, internal 
medicine at the University of Oregon Medical School, 
Portland. Dr. Bennett completed a fellowship in 
nephrology at Massachusetts General Hospital, Boston. 
He retired as a Professor at Oregon Health & Sciences 
University in 1999. Dr. Bennett is the current Editor-in-
Chief Emeritus of the Clinical Journal of the American 
Society of Nephrology.

Dr. Bennett is an active clinician, researcher and 
educator. He is board certified and recertified in 

internal medicine, nephrology, clinical pharmacology 
and is considered a specialist in clinical hypertension. 
He has been the principal investigator for multiple 
clinical studies. He has more than 460 peer-reviewed 
publications to his credit and has contributed to 170 
books and chapters. He serves on numerous advisory 
boards. Dr. Bennett is a Master of the American College 
of Physicians, and a Fellow of the American Society of 
Nephrology and has been its past president. Dr. Bennett 
has been honored numerous times for his contributions 
to the medical profession, including the Polycystic 
Kidney Research Foundation Jared J. Grantham 
Distinguished Achievement Award, the Belding Scribner 
Award of the American Society of Nephrology, the 
Kidney Association of Oregon First Gift of Life Award 
and the Medical Research Foundation of Oregon 
Discovery Award and Prize. He has been identified as 
a nationally ranked top physician by Portland’s Top 
Doctors, America’s Top Doctors and Best Doctors in 
America. 
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2014 FSN ANNUAL MEETING FACULTY, Continued

Dr. Brian Kiss came to Florida Blue in 
2006 with extensive experience in clinical 
medicine, medical education and health 
care management, and he has been a 
fulltime faculty member at the Albert 

Einstein College of Medicine and Columbia 
University. Dr. Kiss received his M.D. from 
Einstein and trained in Internal Medicine 
and Nephrology at Columbia

Debra Lawson, CPC is a certified 
professional coder and a nephrology 
consultant. Ms. Lawson serves on the RPA’s 
Health Care Payment Committee. She 
also serves on a subcommittee that assists 
RPA members with nephrology coding 
and documentation issues. Ms. Lawson is 
a contributor to RPA’s publication, The 
Renal Physicians Guide to Nephrology 

Practice. She has been a seminar leader for 
RPA’s audio conferences on CKD billing 
and coding, as well as a speaker at RPA’s 
annual meeting on various topics including 
billing, coding and chart auditing. She 
brings more than 25 years of experience 
to her nephrology billing, coding and 
documentation knowledge base. 

Dr. Glen Markowitz received his under-
graduate training at Brandeis University and 
then graduated from Albert Einstein College 
of Medicine in 1994 where he was elected 
to the Alpha Omega Alpha honor society. 
After completing his residency in Anatomic 
Pathology at Albert Einstein in 1997, he 
came to Columbia University to train as a 
renal pathology fellow under Dr. Vivette 
D’Agati. At the completion of his fellowship 
in 1998, he joined the faculty as an Assistant 
Professor of Clinical Pathology at Columbia 

and was promoted to Associate Professor in 
2002. Dr. Markowitz is a past recipient of 
the Renal Pathology Society’s Young Inves-
tigator Award. In his seven years on faculty 
at Columbia, he has published 84 papers and 
has played an active role in teaching medical 
students for which he has been a finalist for 
multiple teaching awards. Dr Markowitz 
has played a vital role in the expansion of 
the renal pathology laboratory which now 
processes 2700 renal biopsies per year.
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2014 FSN ANNUAL MEETING FACULTY, Continued

Dr. Marc A. Pohl is currently Head of 
the Section of Clinical Hypertension and 
Nephrology, Department of Nephrology 
and Hypertension at the Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation, and holds the Ray W. Gifford, 
Jr., M.D. Endowed Chair in Hypertension.

After graduating from Amherst College, 
Dr. Pohl received his medical degree from 
Case Western Reserve University School of 
Medicine, and then interned and completed 
a residency at University Hospitals of 
Cleveland, followed by a senior residency 
and nephrology fellowships at Massachusetts 
General Hospital, Boston University Medical 
Center and Boston City Hospital. Dr. Pohl 
has been affiliated with the Cleveland Clinic 
Foundation since 1973; his appointments 

have included heading the home dialysis 
training program, and serving as program 
director of the Department of Nephrology 
and Hypertension.

Dr. Pohl has been a co-investigator in several 
major trials, including the Collaborative 
Study of Adult Nephrotic Syndrome and 
Adult Glomerular Disease, the Lupus 
Nephritis Collaborative Study Group, the 
North American Adult Nephrotic Syndrome, 
and the Collaborative Study Group. He 
is the author of more than 80 articles, 90 
abstracts, and numerous book chapters. Dr. 
Pohl actively participates as a faculty member 
of many national and international symposia 
and postgraduate courses in nephrology and 
hypertension.

Dr. Rebecca Schmidt professor and chief 
of the West Virginia University Section 
of Nephrology in the WVU School of 
Medicine Department of Medicine, is 
currently serving as the president of the Renal 
Physicians Association (RPA), a national 
medical specialty association that represents 
and serves the interests of nephrology 
practitioners in their pursuit and delivery of 
quality kidney care.

Elected to RPA’s Board of Directors in 
March 2007, Dr. Schmidt has reached a 
milestone in RPA’s history as the first woman 
to serve as president-elect and now president 
of the organization.

Dr. Schmidt received her Doctor of 
Osteopathic Medicine degree from the 
University of Osteopathic Medicine and 
Health Sciences in Des Moines, Iowa, and 
completed an internal medicine residency 
and nephrology fellowship at Henry Ford 
Hospital in Detroit, Mich., prior to joining 
the faculty of WVU in 1993.

She is a Healthgrades Recognized Doctor 
and a recipient of several prestigious 
honors. During her esteemed career, she has 
published manuscripts, contributed to several 
books on kidney disease and has presented 
and published more than 70 abstracts.
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2014 FSN ANNUAL MEETING PROGRAM
Florida Society of Nephrology

October 10-12, 2014  |  Bonita Springs, FL

FRIDAY, OCTOBER 10TH

3:30-5:30 PM 
FSN Executive Committee Meeting 
Location: 

6:00-7:30 PM 
President’s Welcome Reception  
Location:  

7:30 PM 
Dinner on Your Own

8:00 PM 
Executive Committee and Faculty Dinner  
Location: 
Sponsored by MedComp

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 11TH

7:30-8:00 AM 
Registration and Breakfast 
Location: Exhibit Hall

GENERAL SESSION 1 
Location:

8:00-8:05 AM 
Welcome 
President 
Orlando Castillo, M.D. 
Tampa, FL

Session Moderator 
Orlando Castillo, M.D. 
Tampa, Florida 

8:05 – 8:55 AM 
Long-term Management of the Kidney Transplant 
Recipient: Keys to Success 
William M. Bennett, M.D. 
Legacy Health Systems 
Portland, OR

8:55 – 9:10 AM 
Question and Answer Session

9:10 – 10:00 AM 
New Diagnostic Tests and Treatments for 
Glomerular Disease 
Gerald Appel, M.D. 
Columbia University Medical Center 
New York, NY

10:00 – 10:15 AM 
Question and Answer Session

10:15 – 10:45 AM 
Break 
Location: Exhibit Hall

GENERAL SESSION II 
Location: 

Session Moderator 
David Roth, M.D. 
University of Miami Miller School of Medicine 
Miami, FL

10:45 – 11:30 AM 
Payment Reform Symposium: The Future of 
Nephrology Practice 

Payment Reform in the Private Market 
Brian Kiss, M.D. 
Senior Medical Director for Network Programs  
Florida Blue

Payment Reform at a Federal Level 
Rebecca J. Schmidt, DO 
President, Renal Physicians Association 
Morgantown, WV

11:30 – 11: 45 AM 
Question & Answer Session

11:45 – 12:15 PM 
Robert Geronemus Memorial Renal Fellows 
Research 	 Competition 
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12:15 – 12:30 PM 
Question & Answer Session

12:30 PM 
Lunch on your own  

12:30 – 2:30 PM 
Lunch Program 
Risk Management for Nephrology Professionals 
Medical Protective 
Location: 
(* Participants can earn premium discounts through the 
FSN Medical Liability Insurance Program)

2:30 – 4:30 PM 
ICD 10 and Coding for Nephrology Services 2014  
Debra Lawson, CPC 
Nephrology Billing and Management Services, LLC 
Rogersville, TN 
Location: 

6:00-7:30 PM 
President’s Reception 
Location: Exhibit Hall

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 12TH

7:30-8:30 AM 
Registration and Breakfast 
Location: Exhibit Hall

GENERAL SESSION III 
Location: 

Session Moderator 
Reinaldo Rosario, M.D. 
Renal Electrolyte & Hypertension Consultants 
Fort Lauderdale, FL		

8:30 – 9:15 AM	  
Renal Atherosclerotic Disease 2014: Where Do 
We Go After CORAL 
Marc Pohl, M.D.  
Cleveland Clinic 
Cleveland, OH

9:15 – 9:30 AM 
Question and Answer Session

9:30 – 9:45 AM 
FSN Business Meeting

9:45-10:15 AM 
Break 
Location:	 Salon 3 – Exhibit Hall

GENERAL SESSION IV 
Location: 	 Salon 2 
Session Moderator 
William Haley, M.D. 
Mayo Clinic 
Jacksonville, FL

10:15 – 12:15 PM 
Clinicopathological Enigmas: Challenging 
Cases in the Diagnosis and Management of 
Glomerulonephritis

Gerald Appel, M.D. 
Columbia University Medical Center   
New York, NY 

William M. Bennett, M.D. 
Legacy Health Systems 
Portland, OR

Glen Markowitz, M.D. 
Columbia University Medical Center 
New York, NY

12:15 PM 
Closing Remarks 
David Roth, M.D. 
Program Chairman

Adjournment – 48th Annual Meeting
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HOUSING INSTRUCTIONS

Room Reservations can be made using the following online 
reservation system: 

https://resweb.passkey.com/go/2014FSN

The Deadline for booking hotel rooms in our room block is 
September 8, 2014.   

The system is preloaded with our discounted room rate so it should 
default to our negotiated room rate. Please make sure you are 

offered our rate of $173 per night.  

While the FSN has secured a block of rooms for this meeting, we 
cannot guarantee availability of rooms after our complete block of 

rooms is sold out. The possibility of selling all of our rooms prior to 
September 8th does exist. We encourage you to make reservations 

as soon as your participation is finalized.



REGISTRATION FORM
Florida Society of Nephrology | 2014 Annual Meeting

October 10-12, 2014
Hyatt Regency Coconut Point | 5001 Coconut Rd, Bonita Springs, FL 34134 | Phone: (239) 444-1234

4 Ways to Register!	 Mail, e-mail or fax form to: FLORIDA SOCIETY OF NEPHROLOGY
	 1210 E Robinson Street, Orlando, Florida, 32810
	 Fax: (813) 949-8994 or E-mail: fsn@cobbemanagement.com
	 Or Register online at: www.floridasocietyofnephrology.com 

Name/Title:_____________________________________________________________________________________

Practice Name: _________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address: ________________________________________________________________________________

City: _____________________________________State:__________ Zip Code:_____________________________

Office Phone:_____________________________ Office Fax:____________________________________________

Email Address:__________________________________________________________________________________

Guest Name: ___________________________  No of children:_________Ages : ___________________________
**	 Please note that a $50 surcharge will apply to all registrations received after October 9, 2014
***	Any cancellations after September 15, 2014 will incur a $50 cancellation fee.

PARTICIPANT CLASSIFICATION:
 	 _____      FSN Member Active (Physician)  = $100 
	 _____      FSN Member Associates (Physician Assistant or Nurse Practitioner) = $100   
	 _____      FSN Non-Member (Physician or PA/ARNP)  = $250  
	 _____      Physicians in Fellowship Training  = Free
	 _____      Office Manager and Billing Staff = $50 per person 
	 _____      Other (Please Specify…Fee to be Determined) ________________________________________________

SPECIAL EVENT REGISTRATION:     
Saturday Risk Management Lunch Program.  Free to Participate.  RSVP Required.     # of Attendees: _____________

Please Note: The room block deadline is Monday, September 8.  
Please reserve your room by that date. The FSN Annual Conference discounted rate is $173. 

PAYMENT INFORMATION:
I hereby authorize the following amount to be charged to my credit card.  Amount: _________________________
Card #:  ___________________________________________________________________________________________
               (Visa, MasterCard and Amex)

Expiration Date: ___________________   Security Code : _____________    Billing Zip Code: _________________	     
Name on Card:____________________________________________________________________________________
Billing Address : ___________________________________________________________________________________
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