
X   International Conference on
Rapid Response Systems and Medical Emergency Teams

Hilton Downtown, Miami, May 12-13, 2014

07:00 – 08:00       Registration and Continental Breakfast
08:00 – 08:30       Welcome, Opening Remarks and Introduction of the Society
08:30 – 09:15       Opening Lecture: Building an integrated approach for assessing and 		
		        improving Rapid Response Systems. Paul Barach
09:15 – 10:00       Plenary Session: Is zero possible? Chris Parshuram
10:00 – 10:30       Break
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10:30 – 12:00 
Outcomes and Metrics 

Francesca Rubulotta

- Does Rapid Response Team 
matter? 
Daryl Jones
- Auditing rapid response 
systems 
Gary Smith
- Surviving cardiac arrest 
Francesca Rubulotta
- Outcomes in pediatric 
population 
Chris Parshuram

10:30 – 12:00 
Forming a RRS/RRT

Edgar Jimenez

- The Australian experience 
Ken Hillman
- RRS Implementation in 
the U.S.  
Michael DeVita
- The European perspective 
Anne Lippert
- Introducing RRS in a health 
system  
Jorge Sinclair 

10:30 – 12:00 
Family Participation  

Mandy Odell

- Family presence during CPR 
Suzanne Balbosa-Sanders
- Patient-triggered calls 
Mandy Odell
- Integrating Critical Care 
Outreach and end-of-life care  
John Welch
- Teaching autonomy through 
standardization of care 
Daphne Carter 

12:00 – 13:00       The implementation and evaluation of a standardized RRS in 			 
	                   over 250 acute hospitals  Ken Hillman

th



14:30-15:00          Break

16:30 – 17:15       Society General Assembly
18:15-19:30          Forum: The response of the Industry to the challenges for RRS 
19:30 – 21:00       Cocktail and Reception

15:00-16:30 
Year in review              

Javier Perez-Fernandez

- Adults  
Francesca Rubulotta
- Pediatrics  
Chris Parshuram
- Nursing  
Marilyn Hravnak

15:00 – 16:30 
Neurological outcomes    
Gloria Rodriguez-Vega

- Neuro ICU Impact on RRS 
Karel Fuentes
- Neurological Injury mitigation 
Paul Damski
- Cooling 
Gloria Rodriguez-Vega
- Neuro evaluation 
Jose Guitian

15:00 - 16:30 
Patient safety             
Anne Lippert

- The reality behind medical 
errors 
Anne Lippert
Round table Mandy Odell, 
Mark Hauser, Anne Lippert, 
patient advocate (TBD)

13:00 – 14:30 
Impact in cardiac arrests 

Ken Hillman

- Epidemiology of cardiac 
arrests in the U.S. 
Javier Perez-Fernandez
- Can cardiac arrests be 
reduced? 
Gary Smith
- The value of electronic ICU in 
reducing mortality. 
Louis Gidel
- The end of the CPR industry. 
Ken Hillman

13:00 – 14:30 
Models of 

Rapid Response Systems
Bernard Fikkers

- Ramp down: A doctor 
centered RRS 
Bernard Fikkers
- Ramp up: the nurse-led, 
nurse-staffed Critical Care 
Outreach service 
John Welch
- Integrating the RRS response  
Michael Devita
- Rapid Response Systems in 
Latin America 
Gloria Rodriguez-Vega

13:00 – 14:30 
Pediatric 

Rapid Response Systems  
Chris Parshuram

Recognition and management 
of critical illness in children 
Chris Parshuram
- Integrated telemedicine in 
pediatric rapid response 
James Marcin
- Urgent ICU admission as a 
meaningful RRT metric;
assessing timeliness and need 
Chris Bonafide
- RRS implementation styles and 
strategies: learning from eleven 
remote RRS implementations 
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07:00-08:00          Breakfast
08:00-8:30            Presidential address

08:30-10:00 
Clinical alerts & technology 

Gary Smith

- What technology is needed 
for RRS? 
Gary Smith
- SAMBA 
Chris Subbe
- Continuous monitoring 
Eyal Zimlichman
- Integrated alert system in a 
healthcare system 
Edgar Jimenez

08:30-10:00 
Team support and well-being 

Geoff Lighthall

- Fear goes two ways 
Ronald Burke
- Crisis Resource Management. 
Benefit of human patient 
simulation 
Jose Guitian
- Supporting the team 
Geoff Lighthall
- Post traumatic recovery 
(TBD)

10:00-10:30          Break

10:30-12:00 
Cultural differences in 

DNAR and the role of RRS                               
Gloria Rodriguez-Vega

- Round table
Ken Hillman
Edgar Jimenez
Mandy Odell
Jorge Sinclair

10:30-12:00 
Training the team      

Daryl Jones

- How to conduct a mock code  
John Mouw
- The Orlando experience 
Valerie Danesh
- Simulation education for afferent 
and efferent arm clinicians 
Marilyn Hravnak
- The Danish experience 
Anne Lippert

10:30-12:00 
Improving quality of care 

through RRS 
Geoff Lighthall

- The impact of measurement 
systems in the healthcare 
Geoff Lighthall
- The criteria for triggering RRT 
intervention 
Gary Smith
- Impacting hospital safety 
Bernard Fikkers
- Failure to respond 
Chris Subbe

08:30-10:00  
End of Life 

Michael DeVita

- RRT involvement in end of 
life care. 
The Australian experience 
Daryl Jones
PRO/CONS Debate
- RRT involvement in end of 
life care is not appropriate 
Brad Winters
- RRT involvement in end of 
life care is essential 
Michael DeVita
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Closing remarks

12:00-13:30          Implementation of RRS in U.S. Health System: The Veterans Admnistration 	
		        Experience. William Rodriguez
13:30-14:30          Poster presentation and award ceremony

14:30-16:00 
RRS Interventions 
in surgical patiens

Babak Sarani

- Medical versus surgical RRT 
Babak Sarani
- Unique aspects on the care of 
surgical patients. 
Brad Winters
- Emergencies in neurosurgical 
pt. 
Gloria Rodriguez-Vega
- Emergencies in the general 
surgical patient 
Juan Carlos Verdeja

14:30-16:00 
Educational milestones 
Javier Perez-Fernandez

- The forgetting curve 
John Mouw
- What do we need to teach 
the staff on general wards 
Gary Smith
- FCCS 
Javier Perez-Fernandez
- Pre-course highlights 
Francesca Rubulotta

14:30-16:00 
Bedside nursing care               

John Welch

- Failure to rescue: 
the nursing component 
Marilyn Hravnak
- Education of ward staff 
John Welch
- Protocols and initiation 
of RRS 
Ronald Burke
- The independent nurse 
prescriber in the RRS 
Mandy Odell


