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Description 
This course will discuss the leading ethical issues and challenges in obstetrics and ynecology, 
maternal-fetal medicine, and reproductive endocrinology. Topics will address a number of 
different areas including maternal-fetal interventions, conscientious objection, periviability, 
advances in prenatal testing, uterine transplantation, oocyte cryopreservation, gestational 
surrogacy, and the clinical translation of innovative and experimental procedures into patient care.

Objectives 
After completing participation in this activity, the participant will be able to:
1. Define the leading ethical issues that affect the delivery of reproductive medicine
2. �Discuss how advances in diagnostic procedures and medical/surgical interventions affect 

these issues
3. �Explore the mechamisms available to clinicians to identify and address the ethical issues 

of practice

Target Audience 
Target audience is obstetricians, gynecologists, maternal-fetal medicine specialists, bioethic 
specialists and reproductive endocrinologists, physicians, nurses, residents, and fellows.
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Agenda

7:00–7:45 a.m.

Registration and Breakfast 

7:45–8:00 a.m.

Introduction
	 Speaker: Ruth Farrell, MD, MA, FOCOG 

8:00–9:00 a.m.

A Primer to Ethical Issues in OB/GYN:  
Why the Challenges in Our Field are So Unique 
	 Speaker: Steven Ralston, MD

9:00–9:30 a.m.

Clinical Ethics Consultation: Finding Solutions to the 
Ethical Challenges in Reproductive Medicine 
	 Speaker: Martin Smith, STD

9:45–10:45 a.m.

PANEL DISCUSSION 

Deliveries at the Threshold of Viability:  
Who Decides and When?
	� Panelists: Brian Mercer, MD, John Lantos, MD  

and Paul Ford, PhD 

10:45–11:00 a.m.

Break 

11:00–11:45 a.m.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Ethical Issues with Advances in Prenatal Genetic  
Testing: Is There a Best Choice?
	 Speaker: Ruth Farrell, MD, MA and  
Marissa Smith, CGC 

Ethical Issues in Vaccination: Obligations to Patient  
and Provider
	 Speaker: Richard Beigi, MD	  

Managing the High Risk Pregnancy: Reimaging the 
Maternal–Fetal Dyad 
	 Speakers: Steve Ralston, MD and  
Carmen Paradis, MD 

11:45 a.m.–12:00 noon 

Lunch

12:00–1:00 p.m.

LUNCH PRESENTATION

Drawing Limits: The Line Between Meeting Patient 
Requests and Conscientious Objection 
	� Speakers: Jessica Berg, JD, Amanda Kalan, MD  

and Cristie Cole, JD

1:00–1:15 p.m.

Break 

1:15–2:15 p.m.

Building Families through Assisted Reproductive 
Technologies: Science, Law and Ethics in Assisted 
Reproductive Technologies for the Generalist and Specialist 
	 Speaker: Judith Daar, JD 

2:15–3:15 p.m.

Maximizing the Chance of Pregnancy While Minimizing 
Risks to Mother and Child: A Careful Balance of Benefits 
and Harms 
	 Speaker: Eli Adashi, MD

3:15–4:00 p.m.

CONCURRENT SESSIONS 

Why Wait Until Pregnancy? Ethical Considerations with 
Preimplantation Genetic Diagnosis and Screening 
	 Speakers: Judith Daar, JD and Tim Moss, MD 

What to Offer Your Patient Who is Single and Not 
Yet Ready to Start A Family: New Frontiers in Oocyte 
Cryopreservation
	� Speakers: Jeffery Goldberg, MD and  

Michele McGowan, PhD

Reproduction After Death: Considering the Issues for  
Men and Women
	 Speakers: Edmund Sabanegh, MD  
	 and Ruth Farrell, MD, MA 

4:00–5:00 p.m.

CONVERSATION WITH THE SPEAKERS 
Challenging Cases in Your Own Practice	  
	 Moderator: Ruth Farrell, MD, MA 

	� Panelists: Steven J. Ralston, MD (MFM), Richard Beigi, 
MD (OB ID), Judith F. Daar (ART law), Eli Y. Adashi, 
MD (ART), Tommaso Falcone, MD or Paul Ford, PhD 
(bioethics)

5:00 p.m.

Adjourn 



General Information
Ethical Dilemmas in the Practice of Obstetrics,  
Gynecology & Reproductive Medicine 
April 23, 2014 
Cleveland Clinic Main Campus, Cleveland, Ohio

For questions concerning registration, please call 
216.448.0777 or visit:

http://www.clevelandclinicmeded.com/live/courses/ 
2014/obgyn14/default.asp

Hotel Information
InterContinental Hotels 
9801 Carnegie Avenue, Cleveland, Ohio 44106 
Phone: 216.707.4100 or 877.707.8999 
Fax: 216.707.4101

To make your reservations at either the InterContinental 
Hotel & Conference Center, The InterContinental Suites 
Hotel, or InterContinental Guest House all located on the 
Cleveland Clinic Campus, please call 216.707.4100 or 
1.877.707.8999.

Registration
Preregistration is accepted online until 2:00 pm on April 
21, 2014, unless the course has filled the maximum 
capacity prior. In case of cancellation, a full refund will be 
made if canceled by March 1, 2014. After March 1, 2014 
a $50.00 fee will be deducted from your refund. Written 
notification of your cancelation is required to process your 
refund. NO REFUNDS WILL BE ISSUED AFTER March 31, 
2014. Also, please add a registration form to your brochure 
to enable the registrants to register by check (add the form 
that was attached to the urology page but change the 
information).

For Symposium Information or if you have  
any special needs that require additional  
assistance, contact:

Danielle Berry, Course Manager	  
Phone: 216.445.2358 
Fax: 216.445.6325 
Email: berryd2@ccf.org 

Ground Transportation
Taxi service is available from Cleveland Hopkins 
International Airport to the InterContinental Hotel and 
Bank of America Conference Center on the Cleveland Clinic 
Campus.

Accreditation
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing 
Education is accredited by the Accreditation Council 
for Continuing Medical Education to provide continuing 
medical education for physicians.

The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing 
Education designates this live activity for a maximum of  
8.5 AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™. Physicians should 
claim only the credit commensurate with the extent of  
their participation in the activity.

Participants claiming CME credit from this activity may 
submit the credit hours to the American Osteopathic 
Association for Category 2 credit.

Faculty Disclosure
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing 
Education has implemented a policy to comply with the 
current Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical 
Education Standards for Commercial Support requiring 
resolution of all faculty conflicts of interest. Faculty 
declaring a relevant commercial interest will be identified  
in the activity syllabus.

Americans with Disabilities Act
The Cleveland Clinic Foundation Center for Continuing 
Education fully intends to comply with the legal 
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. 
If you need assistance, please call Danielle Berry at 
216.445.2358, at least two weeks prior to the activity.

Information


